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Medical inventory practices
endanger the lives of Chuukese

people

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

Chuuk, FSM - Over the impossibly blue
green waters of the lagoon edged in glis-
tening white sand, bent and proud coconut
palms lean toward the crystal clear blue
sky. It’s the kind of postcard imagery that
vast hordes of cubicle dwellers and facto-
ry laborers throughout the world can only
dream about. But there is another more

fundamental beauty about Chuuk that has
nothing to do with its magnificent scenery
or its fishing, its snorkeling or its scuba
diving. It’s a human beauty that radiates

from the 67,000 plus Chuukese people
who call the tropical FSM State their
home. But that particular beauty could be
in mortal danger according to a report re-
leased on February 10 of this year.

The report released by the FSM Office of
the National Public Auditor says that there
are serious deficiencies in the Chuuk State
Department of Health Services’ procure-
ment and inventory management system.
Inefficiencies in procurement and inven-
tory control management of medical sup-
plies resulted in potentially significant
waste and inappropriate expenditures of
money; money that could have been used
far better to protect the health of Chuukese
people.

More devastating than the mere waste
of money, auditors drew an implied con-
clusion that the lack of proper oversight
and inventory control of medical supplies
in Chuuk has resulted in the loss of life.
Even medical dispensaries within a three
hour open boat ride of Weno, the capital
island of Chuuk, lacked basic medications.
The likelihood that a Chuuk dispensary
might have necessary basic medications
for residents who need them, often times
in a hurry, decreased, according to the re-
port, with the distance of the dispensary
from Weno.

Some of those dispensaries are on islands

See “Chuuk Medical” on page 9
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Some FSM deportees cause law
enforcement problems at home

Kosrae introduces a bill to require registration of deportees
convicted of criminal acts in foreign jurisdictions

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

Pohnpei, FSM - Each year, hundreds of
FSM citizens emigrate to the United States
or to Guam. They are free to do so under
the Compact of Free Association with the
United States. Some leave to pursue higher
education opportunities. Others leave for

health treatments that are not yet available
in this developing nation. Still others leave
because they cannot find suitable employ-
ment in the FSM. FSM citizens leave for
a variety of reasons and some adapt and do
well in their new home. Others have a more
difficult time adjusting and find themselves
at odds with the law. Sometimes FSM citi-
zens are deported from the United States

and returned to the FSM. Only some of
those deportees cause problems after they
arrive home.

As of February 24, 2010, 309 FSM citizens
had been deported to the FSM according to
FSM Department of Immigration Services

See “Deportees” on Page 3
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The Legacy of Chief Justice Andon L. Amaraich

by Associate Justice Dennis K. Yamase
Supreme Court of the FSM

February 4, 2010

Palikir, Pohnpei, FSM - The Honorable An-
don L. Amaraich, long time Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of the Federated States
of Micronesia (FSM) passed away in the
early morning hours of Wednesday, Janu-
ary 27,2010 Pohnpei time. He was with his
wife Mrs. Pwerech Amaraich, other family
members, the Director of Court Adminis-
tration, Kapilly Capelle, and others, when
he peacefully passed away that morning at
Straub Hospital in Hawai’i. Our Chief Jus-
tice was 77 years old.

Our Associate Justices and staff
of the FSM Supreme Court in each of the
states of Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei, and Yap
are very saddened and mourning the loss of
our leader of over 15 years. I'm sure the
judges and staff of the state, municipal, and
local courts are sharing similar feelings. We,
at the FSM Supreme Court, all miss him.
While it is true he is physically gone, I still
feel his presence here at the courthouse in
Palikir and his way of doing things, his pri-
orities for our court and the Nation, and his
powerful legacy shall continue to strongly
influence all of us as we strive to continue to
do the business of the court in his absence.

It has been pointed out repeatedly that Chief
Justice Amaraich will not only be missed as
the head of the FSM national government

judicial branch, but also as a founding father
of the Nation. In the history of a nation, a
man like him comes along only very rarely.
He was born in Ta, Mortlock Islands, Chuuk
on August 24, 1932. He had limited formal
schooling and education, yet worked his
way up to the highest echelons of the na-
tional government. This culminated in his
becoming Chief Justice.

In his early years in the 1950’s to early
1960’s, he served as a teacher, Assistant
Clerk of Courts for the Truk (now Chuuk)
District Court, Chief Public Defender, and
Assistant District Administrator under the
Trust Territory (TT) Government. In sub-
sequent years in the 1960’s to around 1974,
he also held various elected offices in the
Truk District Congress, he represented Truk
in the Council of Micronesia under the TT
Government, and from 1965 to 1974 he held
a seat in the Senate of the Congress of Mi-
cronesia.

He served as Chairman of the Commission
on the Future Political Status and Transition
from 1976 to 1987. Later he was appointed
as the chief negotiator on the Compact of
Free Association with the United States (US)
government. In this capacity, he helped
forge the blueprint for the Compact of Free
Association and most importantly helped to
assure the independence and sovereignty of
the FSM. He also served as legal staff to the
1975 Micronesian Constitutional Conven-
tion. In this capacity, he helped draft what

The

ultimately evolved to become our Constitu-
tion of the Federated States of Micronesia.

In 1979, after the establishment of the FSM
Constitutional Government, Chief Justice
Amaraich was appointed to be the first Sec-
retary of the FSM Department of External
Affairs, a position he held for more than a
decade under the first president of the FSM
Tosiwo Nakayama and second president
John Haglelgam. During these years he
defined the structure and role of the De-
partment of External Affairs and played an
instrumental part in obtaining diplomatic
relations with other nations in the Pacific
and the world. While Secretary, the FSM
established embassies and missions in To-
kyo, Suva, Washington D.C., Guam, and
Honolulu.

In 1990, President Haglelgam nominated
Andon Amaraich as an Associate Justice
for the FSM Supreme Court. In then As-
sociate Justice Amaraich’s remarks upon
his swearing-in, he emphasized unity in
purpose, determination, action, and national
policy as a crucial element in “our nation-
building efforts and in the reassertion of our
sovereignty and independence”. He also
recognized the importance of custom and
tradition in resolving disputes and he urged
that, “our people and those practicing law
in our islands to make more and better use
of the peaceful customary ways of resolv-
ing differences and put more emphasis on
reconciliation of disputes instead of on liti-
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gation.” He further recognized the need for
our national and state judiciaries to work co-
operatively together. He served as Associate
Justice from March, 1992 to January, 1995,
when he was appointed as Chief Justice.

On January 27, 1995, President Bailey Olter
swore-in then Associate Justice Amaraich
as Chief Justice of the FSM Supreme Court.
In remarks he made that day, President Olter
stated, “Being the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court might be seen as the ‘loneliest
job in the country.” But the independence of
the judiciary must be safeguarded and pro-
tected in order for justice to prevail. Judges
must be independent, and not subject to the
influence of others in order to make certain
that the rights guaranteed our citizens by
the Constitution and laws of the Federated
States of Micronesia are protected and up-
held.”

Under his leadership, our Chief Justice kept
the FSM Supreme Court on the straight and
narrow path, and thus assured that the sepa-
rate, co-equal judicial branch of government
tasked with the duty to interpret the law
provided a strong foundation for the young
Nation. This was no easy task, as a court
on any small Pacific-island nation is always
subject to sustained threats to its judicial
independence and the rule of law. Such
threats come from conflicts of interests, ex-
ternal and internal pressures, governance
issues, and from many other sources. The
judiciary must remain constantly vigilant

See “Amaraich” on page 11

Young Mapusi woman Kkilled by hit and run driver in

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

Pohnpei, FSM - A woman in her mid 20’s
was struck and killed by a speeding hit
and run vehicle in the early morning hours
of Sunday, February 21, 2010 on the street
outside of the Kintaro Bar. Police quickly
arrested a suspect in the matter likely on
the basis of an eyewitness report of the li-
cense tag number.

Witnesses say that the victim, Norita Phil-
lip of Mapusi had been in the Kintaro bar
in Dolonier, Pohnpei earlier in the eve-

ning. Kim Kintaro, owner of the bar, a
popular spot for karaoke and billiards
said that she didn’t really know her; not
enough to know her name. She said that
she was very rarely a customer but did oc-
casionally visit other patrons in the bar.

Kintaro said that one of her employees
went to the trash bin before the bar closed
and was an eyewitness to the Phillip’s
death. One week later that employee was
still so shaken by what she witnessed that
she refused to talk about the matter at all.
“This has really made me sick. I’'m tak-
ing local medicine because it really scared
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me,” she said.

A late night patron of the bar said that the
incident must have occurred at about 2:40
in the morning. He had clocked out from
his job at 2:32 and stopped on the way
home at the Kintaro Bar. His late night
job is not far away and he said that he
had barely sat down when the commotion
started.

“She wasn’t moving at all,” he said. “Po-
lice wouldn’t really let us get close but
I heard them yelling, ‘Norita, Norita,
Norita, can you hear me Norita.” Police

Dolonier

blocked off the exit from the bar until the
young woman had been removed to the
hospital.

When the detectives division of the Pohn-
pei State Police did not return our calls
after three days we went to the Police De-
partment and were politely told that pro-
tocol required that Police Chief Joe Roby
give authorization for the release of any
information on the matter. Chief Roby
was not on hand to provide that authoriza-
tion and the Police would not release any
information at all on the crime.

|_ I want to have a 26 issue subcription sent by o
First Class Mail to:
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Cost includes shipping $35 for 26 issues
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...Deportees

Continued from front page

records. Contrary to popularly stated opin-
ion, not all FSM deportees are returned to
the FSM because of serious law breaking.
Under the Compact an FSM citizen can be
deported if he or she has no means of gain-
ful employment. There is some fear that
the State of Hawaii may begin to choose
that method of dealing with indigent FSM
citizens in their state more often than they
have done in the past.

Some deportees were deported because of
excessive traffic violations or family of-
fenses. Some committed immigration vio-
lations. The reason for some deportations
was not listed on the FSM Immigration
report at all.

The overwhelming reason given by the US
Department of Immigration and Natural-
ization Services for deportation of FSM
citizens was for one or more felony con-
victions. Listed crimes included larceny
(theft), burglary, fraud, embezzlement,
possession of weapons or drugs, assault,
rape, kidnapping, sexual conduct with a
minor, crimes involving moral turpitude,
child abuse, manslaughter, and several
convictions for homicide.

It has often been said that US prisons are
not institutions for effective rehabilitation
but instead tend to serve as training grounds
for criminals. Hardened criminals arriving
back home in the FSM from the U.S. are
coming from a place where law enforce-
ment is tight and returning to a place where
it seems that criminal activity is harder to
detect and where punishment for crime is
often much less harsh than it would have
been in the U.S.

Chuuk’s Attorney General, Joses Gallen
confirmed that 47 year old Sarafin Kintaro
of Uman is in the custody of Chuuk State.
He is accused of raping and severely beat-
ing a five year old girl. The unimaginable
incident occurred on February 4, 2010 at
approximately 4:00 p.m. in Motonon, Nan-
taku, Weno. Kintaro was recently deported
back to the FSM after serving a lengthy
prison sentence for kidnapping and crimi-
nal sexual conduct with a minor.

Three Chuukese deportees, in 2009 made
the first ever armed bank robbery attempt
in the Federated States of Micronesia.
Their attempt failed and they were quickly
arrested as they tried to escape by boat.

Pohnpei, Yap and Kosrae law enforcement
officials said that those states are not expe-
riencing crime problems that are unique to
deportees. Chuuk’s Attorney General did
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not respond to that particular question and
their police department officials were im-
possible to reach by telephone.

The Kaselehlie Press received several re-
ports from residents of Kosrae who said
that within recent months, criminal activity
in the state has been on the rise after the
arrival of some new deportees. Some have
said that expatriates seem to have been
specifically targeted by criminals.

One WorldTeach volunteer chose to leave
Kosrae for reasons that may have included
several break-ins that occurred in the home
where she was living.

Scott Kaltenbaugh, WorldTeach coordina-
tor in Kosrae quelled rumors regarding the
program in Kosrae. “WorldTeach is not
currently considering pulling out of Kos-
rae though we are readdressing our secu-
rity practices in light of the recent events,”
he said.

Kosrae’s Attorney General J.D. Lee and
Kosrae Chief of Police Edmond Salik pre-
pared a response to our emailed questions
on the matter of FSM deportees. The re-
sponse, written by the AG said, “I don’t
think that there has been a ‘spike’ in crimi-
nal activity in Kosrae that is directly linked
to deportees. An unfortunate consequence
of the economic hardships suffered over

the last couple of years is an increase in the
number of reported thefts, burglaries and
disturbances. Of these, I have only been
able to confirm the involvement of two de-
portees.”

Lee said that Kosrae has had a large num-
ber of expatriates arrive through programs
such as WorldTeach. The expats are
“known and visible and they have ‘stuff’
without the social buffers or protections
that local families have,” she wrote. She
confirmed that a group of expats living in
close proximity to each other were recently
burglarized.

“Anyone with ‘stuff’ is a target, regardless
of nationality,” Lee wrote. “Store owners,
businessmen and those considered well-off
are all targets and they are hit as often as
expats.”

Pohnpei’s State Police Chief Joe Roby said
that at an FSM law enforcement confer-
ence held in April of last year he expressed
his concern that communication from the
United States government to law enforce-
ment officers in the FSM had previously
been scant regarding arrivals of deportees.

National Police Chief Pius Chotailug said
that the practice had been that the US Gov-

See “Deportees (2)” on Page 7
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Kosrae products at the 44th Tokyo
Supermarket Show

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

Tokyo, Japan-The Kosrae Export Council
(KEC) represented various Kosraean Products
Feb 8th through the 10th at the Tokyo Super-
market Trade show. KEC was formed in 2008
with direct support by the Kosrae Department
of Resources & Economic Affairs (DREA).
KEC is comprised of private sector representa-
tives joining in unity to help the state improve
export performance, with an eye toward help-
ing farmers and the state with new income
opportunities. Most of the funding support
given to KEC is through US Compact Private
Sector Grant filtered through DREA. This is a
public-private sector partnership arrangement
that is fully supported both by Director Steven
George of DREA and Kosrae State Governor
Robert Weilbacher.

In Tokyo, over 80,000 visitors over the three
day period visited the show providing much
needed exposure to the island products repre-
sented. Tourism opportunities and information
about Kosrae and Micronesia was also present-
ed. “Anytime we go off island we are repre-
senting all of Kosrae and the FSM as a whole.
To market our goods, due to our unique situa-
tion, we must market the ‘story” or uniqueness
of the nation and the states. Co-Branding and
working with various agencies to promote the
overall economy can only aide every business
and the nation as a whole so it was an honor to
represent not one product but all of Kosrae and
the FSM” said Mr. Brian Rogers Chairman of
Kosrae Export Council. The delegation includ-
ed Mr. Rogers, Mr. Witson Phillip Vice Chair-
man of KEC, and Mrs. Hilla Rogers.

The Kosraean items on display and available
for sample were the various Banana / Taro /
Breadftuit chips so popular in Kosrae as well as
the much heralded Taro Flour and Lelu Water.
Promotions for other exportable items such as
Mangrove Crabs were also discussed in great
detail on the show floor. The KEC shared a

booth provided by the Pacific Island Center
with firms from Tonga, Samoa and Kiribati
with the most interest in the Kosrae Products
being clearly evident.

“We have met buyers who are interested in our
products and are now discussing their needs in
terms of product volumes and pricing” Phillip
said. Phillip has been actively campaigning for
a private operation to lead the private sector
in Kosrae not only as Vice Chairman of KEC
but also as Chairman of the Kosrae Chamber
of Commerce. Mr. Phillip further stated that
having three people present was a great aide
as Mr. & Mrs. Rogers helped lead the way and
worked hard at promoting Kosrae as evidenced
by the report from the Pacific Islands Centre
regarding their participation: “For the past sev-
eral years, PIC has participated in various trade
shows and exhibitions and looking back on
them we think that Mr. Rogers and his mem-
bers were among the best exhibitors ever as far
as their enthusiasm to challenge and penetrate
into such a difficult Japanese Market” said Mr.
Kahichiro Shoma Director of Pacific Islands
Centre in Tokyo. Considering the number of
trade shows and the number of Pacific Island
Forum Members, it was a tremendous compli-
ment for the KEC.

A statement from the Kosrae Export Council
said, “FSM people have repeatedly heard that
Micronesia can not export items; however we
disagree and feel that is a defeatist opinion. If
we rely on one large industry, if we do not push
/ support / advertise our tourism, if we rely on
remittances and foreign aid only, then we will
never gain solid footing or economic indepen-
dence. There must be a few cottage industries
that we can tap into and establish to create small
but much needed cash flow on the islands. Itis
the reliance on Foreign Aid and Governmen-
tal employment that is halting Private Sector
Development, and there is a big need for fur-
ther support of Private Sector Operations and
Operators. The governing bodies say that the
Private Sector must lead any economic turn

- —

around; however no one seems to want to put
the money and support behind those words.
We must look at small scale industries we can
do, and support our local products and reduce
our needs on imported goods.

“The Kosrae Export Council Exhibition would
like to whole heartedly acknowledge the spon-
sorship and support for the attendance to this
event to the Pacific Islands Centre, Department
of Resources and Economic Affairs, Kosrae
State Government Administration, Congress-
man Claude Phillip for his unwavering support
in making sure this trip was a success as well as
private sector donations of products and even
funding some of the airfare and costs to attend
this show. This trip could not have been pos-
sible without many sides coming together and
working for a common goal and we hope that
continued multi party efforts in future events
will be possible considering the positive out-
comes that were achieved.

Already there is some positive recent news
for KEC as they identified many restraints,
negatives and restrictions for Kosrae Products
for export. One of those was poor packaging
and design. Itis a great pleasure that KEC can
now officially thank the Australia Government
for providing some assistance in this weak-
ness through the AusAID funded Small Grant
Scheme. We hope that other interested funders
will also help us to build our small scale export
economy in order to provide local revenues,
and improve the local quality of life for all Ko-
sraens by our cooperative efforts.

Witson Phillip, Fiji’s Ambassador to Japan His Excellency Isikeli Mataitoga,
Ms. Chiaki Takano (PIC Trade Officer), Mrs. Hlla Rogers, and Brian Rogers

VACANCY

Western and
Central Pacillc

Fishuries
Cammission

REGIONAL
OBSERVER
PROGRAMME
DATA QUALITY
OFFICER

Salary in range-
USD21,000 — USD30,000

The Western and Central Pacific Fish-
eries Commission (WCPFC) invites
applications from suitably experienced
and qualified individuals for the Sup-
port Staff post of Regional Observer
Programme (ROP) Data Quality Of-
ficer to be based at its headquarters
at Kolonia, Pohnpei State, Federated
States of Micronesia. Information
about the WCPFC is available at www.
wepfe.int Working as a member of a
small, multi-national team in a chal-
lenging environment, the successful
candidate, will support the Compli-
ance Manager, Science Manager, and
the Observer Programme Coordinator
(OPC) in the day-to-day administra-
tion and checking for quality of the
Commission ROP data collection. He/
she maintains the Commission ROP
data collection system, monitors its
quality and provides regular reports
to the OPC on these matters. This
includes input current and historical
data relating to ROP, verification and
checking on quality of all data entries
at the time of input, monitoring the
day-to-day operations of the ROP data
collection scheme, liaison with other
staff and mangers of the Commission
on related data and observer data mat-
ters, reporting on ROP data entries
completed weekly to the OPC and act-
ing as the point of contact for all Con-
servation and Management Measures
(CCMs) related to the ROP. Addition-
al information, including terms of ref-
erence, proposed commencement date
(during the first quarter of 2010) and
conditions of employment, are avail-
able on request from Mr Peter Flew-
welling, Compliance Manager, WCP-
FC Secretariat (peter.flewwelling@
wcepfc.int or telephone +691 320
1992). Applications, which close on
31 March 2010, should be addressed
to the Executive Director, WCPFC
Secretariat, P.O. Box 2356, Kolonia,
Pohnpei State, Federated States of
Micronesia 96941, and clearly iden-
tified as an application for the post
of ROP Data Quality Officer. Appli-
cations may also be sent via e-mail.
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Bridge design and

construction alleged to

have caused drowning
death -

By _Bill Jaynes -Rms 0f the old brtdge are
The Kaselehlie Press pictured to the right

Enpein, Kitti, FSM - Standing on the Peilik bridge in Enpein Powe, Kitti

during the current El Nino caused dry season it is difficult to imagine that

on April 29, 2009, Maylani Gilmete Moya was swept into a rain swollen

Kitti river while trying to cross the bridge. She drowned on that day and o

left four young children without a mother. o  Debris Ca"g t beneath -
o e new Peililk Brtdge

Counselor Tony David filed suit in Pohnpei State Supreme Court late last
year on behalf of Eisenhower Moya. The suit was filed against Henry
Tiongco of Pohnpei State Transportation and Infrastructure.

Moya said in his court filing that the Department of T&I built a danger-
ous and faulty bridge. While the bridge it was designed to replace was
raised above the level of flooding the river overflows the new bridge
when it rains causing hardships to school children who must cross the
bridge in order to get to school.

Photos by Nigel Jaynes

The filing says that the new bridge has no railings that could prevent
people from being washed away during floods. It said that the lack of
railings meant that Maylani Moya had nothing to hold on to and that fac-
tor along with the height of the bridge led directly to Moya’s death.

The suit implores the Department of T&I to fix the problems of the bridge
before a child is washed away by flash flooding. While the old bridge was
7 feet six inches wide the new bridge is two feet narrower. Further, the
foundation of the new bridge has narrowed the river which funnels flood
waters into a narrower channel causing the water to run at a faster pace.

Eisenhower Moya is asking the court to award damages of $100,000 for
the support of Maxon, Amelia, Melonnie, and Anrie Mert Moya.

Kaselehlie Dental Clinic

located, ground floor of the
Namiki Buildin | AR
g

The place made vacantin our home

FSM Health Insurance is accepted R

Our Father in His wisdom called
The one His love had given,

Dr. Than Tun Dr. Hnin Thida g g
Kyaw Kyu IHS VY (A
(BDS) (BDS) We, the family of the late Andon L. Amaraich wish to extend

our utmost appreciation and gratitude to the Leaders & People

of the FSM, Neighboring Islands and other foreign countries

y ) for the tremendous support that you extended to us and in
Clinic opens Monday through Saturday sharing with us the heartache and sorrow at the passing of our

9 AM to 6 PM father, Papa Andon.

We are at a loss for words to express our deepest & heartfelt
gratitude for the loving support that you showed. We can never

For additional information or repay you in our lifetime, but we pray and remain confident
. that the Lord, our God, in His abundant riches, may repay you
appol ntments ) for what you gave away unselfishly. Kilisou Chapur, Kalahngan

u mwail, na ma Lulap, & u
Please call (691) 320-4250 ST SRRt o Very11\71uulc1?. L
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With tha submanna fiber cabie laid batween Pohnpai and Guam and going LIV April 2010, FSMTC now
undertakes o retorm its Internét rates and alsa introduce brand new Intomet sorvices

The Board of Directors meton February 19, 2010 and gave the how proposed Inteenat tanffs thoi provisonal approval

pending genaral public comments and feedbacks. The proposed tanff will changs section 4 and 5 of the FSMTC Tanft
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Continued from page 3

ernment notified the Department of Foreign
Affairs who then notified the Governors of
the states where a deported individual was
scheduled to arrive. His office was also
notified.

But word of a deportee’s pending arrival
in an FSM state rarely reached local law
enforcement officers in those states.

Yap’s Attorney General, Victor Nabeyan
said that he receives information regarding
arriving deportees from the FSM Depart-
ment of Justice. According to their records
there have been 25 citizens of Yap deported
back to their home state.

Carl-Heinz Jason Wemhoener-Cuite, Eco-
nomic/Consular Officer for the US Em-
bassy to the FSM said that communication
methods regarding deported FSM citizens
have changed within the last six months.
State law enforcement officers are now
included in the information loop when
deportees are scheduled to arrive in their
states. “We decided that more (informa-
tion) is better,” he said.

Both Pohnpei’s Chief of Police Joe Roby
and Yap’s Attorney General Victor Nabey-
an indicated that even with the information
provided there is not much done by law
enforcement officers with the informa-
tion received. When asked if police knew
where deportees were living on the island
Roby said that they assumed they would be
living with family. “We can tell by their
last names,” he said. He said that there is
no process of physical verification that the

deportee scheduled to arrive actually did
arrive instead of getting off the plane in
another state.

Kosrae’s J.D. Lee said much the same. Po-
lice assume that arriving deportees will be
living with family.

Nabeyan said that Yap is a small communi-
ty and everyone knows about the deportees
and what they are doing.

The FSM immigration report shows that a
large number of criminal deportees were
convicted of sexual offenses. None of the
states has a registry for sexual offenders;
not even for police use. The list shows that
0f 309 deportees returned to the FSM, only
11 were female.

The Kosrae Legislature recently intro-
duced legislation for consideration with
the idea of changing the way that Kosrae
handles deportees arriving in their state.
John McKenzie, Kosrae Legislative coun-
sel said that when he was drafting the bill
at the request of the legislature he thought
very carefully about the civil rights of de-
portees. He said that he considered prob-
lems such as double jeopardy while putting
together the wording for the bill.

The purpose and findings section of the bill
says, “The Kosrae Legislature finds that
persons who have committed criminal of-
fenses in foreign jurisdictions have been
deported to Kosrae from those foreign ju-
risdictions as a result of a conviction for
the criminal offense, or as part of an agreed
resolution of criminal charges pending in
that jurisdiction. Further the Legislature
finds that currently, these convicted crimi-
nals are arriving on Kosrae and are not
subject to the same level of supervision

Federated States of Micronesia
Department of Education
Special Education Program

Public Announcement
Mareh 1, 2010
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that they would have been subject to in the
foreign jurisdiction of their conviction had
they not been deported. The Legislature
also finds that in order to protect the safety
and peace of the people of Kosrae it is nec-
essary to require that convicted criminals
who have been deported to Kosrae from
foreign jurisdictions register with the Ko-
srae State Police immediately upon arrival
in Kosrae. The Legislature also finds that,
their having shown a propensity for crimi-
nal behavior in places outside of Kosrae, it
is of vital necessity for the State of Kosrae
to supervise returned deportees and to re-
quire continuing good behavior from those
deportees.”

McKenzie said that the bill is still very
young and has not seen any committee ac-
tion or hearings as of yet.

As far as we were able to determine from
communications with officials in all of the
states, Kosrae is the only state in the FSM
that is considering legislation of this kind.

To summarize, if the bill passes, a de-
portee who has been deported as a result
of a conviction for a criminal offense, or
as an agreed resolution to pending criminal
charges will be required to register with the
Kosrae Police Department within 72 hours
of their arrival. Kosrae State Police de-
partment would be required to meet the de-
portee at the airport to inform the deportee
about the requirement.

The Chief of Police would be required to
submit a report to the Attorney General
within seven days of registration outlining
the facts of the foreign criminal case; the
sentence served by the deportee; any pro-
bation or parole conditions that may have
been imposed on the deportee by a foreign

court and any recommendations for super-
vision conditions.

Within seven days of receiving the report
the AG would be required to file a petition
with the Kosrae State Court requesting any
necessary supervision conditions for the
deportee.

A deportee who fails to register within 72
hours would earn a mandatory jail sentence
of not less than five days.

If a deportee has been deported from a
foreign jurisdiction prior to the imposition
and/or completion of any terms of proba-
tion, the Kosrae State Court may impose its
own conditions of probation in substitution
for the incomplete probation term. Breach
of any of the terms of probation imposed
by the Kosrae State Court would be a Cat-
egory 3 felony.

A deportee who commits a felony in the
State of Kosrae within two years of depor-
tation shall, upon conviction, be sentenced
to a mandatory prison sentence of not less
than one year. Ifa deportee commits a mis-
demeanor within the same time frame they
will be sentenced to a mandatory prison
sentence of not less than five days.

The law, if it is passed, would be retroac-
tive to include all Kosrae deportees who ar-
rived within two years previous to the date
that the bill becomes a law. They would be
required to register with the Kosrae State
Police as well.

According the FSM Immigration report,
only 14 deportees have been returned to
Kosrae as of February 24, 2010.

The FSM Department of Education announces that an application for funding un-
der the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is being submitted for
Fiscal Year 2010. The FSM receives funding under IDEA to provide special educa-
tion and related service programs for eligible children with disabilities and their
families.

IDEA requires that the annual application for funding be made available for Public
Review and Comment. Consistent with this requirement, The FSM Department of
Education announces that the Annual State Application under Part B of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act as Amended in 2004 for Federal Fiscal Year
2010 will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Edu-
cation on May 7, 2010.

The FSM Department of Education announces that a 60-day public review period
and a 30-day public comment period will be available to allow the public an op-
portunity to review the application and to makes comments. The dates for the 60
day public review will be from March 1, 2010 - April 30, 2010. The 30 day public
comment period will be from April 1, 2010 - April 30, 2010.

Copies of the Part B Application FFY 2010 are available at each State Department of
Education. A copy of the application is also available at the FSM Special Education
Website: http://fsmsped.org/dashboard/

Please submit any comments concerning the application to:

Mr. Arthur Albert o
Chief, Special Programs ™ Comments may also be submitted via email |
Special Education Program | to: arthuralbert@fsmed.fm |
Department of Education Additional information can be obtained by

P.O. Box P Kolonia, Pohnpei L calling 691-320-8982 N
FSM 96941 - - - —
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Ru b Pohnpei, FSM - Eight members of the
Musashino City Rugby Football Union

came to Pohnpei to share the sport of Rug-
by in the FSM. On Friday evening, Feb-
By Bill Jaynes ruary 19 the team members shared rugby balls with
The Kaselehlie Press representatives from Pohnpei Island Central School,
Xavier High School from Chuuk, and the Division of

Youth Services in Yap.

Afterwards the players squared off against an imposing and hastily assembled
team of players who live in Pohnpei for a rousing exhibition rugby match.
Rugby is a rough and tumble contact sport. Possibly to avoid any diplomatic
incidents or injuries to the visiting players the match began as a game of touch
rugby with players wearing flags. A “tackle” was indicated when an opposing
player was able to remove the flag of a ball carrier.

The match was played on a field less than half the size of a regulation Rugby [
field. It quickly became obvious that the FSM team had faster hands and they |~ =~
quickly ran away with the game giving them a big lead. Soon the flags were [
abandoned and while the game was still a game of touch rugby, which was a [{ =
bit disconcerting to watch and probably difficult for the huge men that made &
up the FSM rugby team to get used to. Some of the “touches” started to get
just a bit rough before the short game was over.

No one seemed to know what the final score was but it was clear that the FSM dominated | . " ﬁ‘
the visiting team from Japan who also seemed to have a difficult time with the idea of touch | s = '
rugby and didn’t seem to know what to do with such a small field. The estimated final score
was approximately 35 to 25 at last count, more like a National Football League score rather |
than rugby.

The game was all in good fun and the teams shook hands and went their separate ways until
the following day.

At 9:00 the following morning the Musashino City rugby team
along with some of the FSM team members gave a rugby clinic
for an estimated 80 young people.

The event was primarily coordinated by the FSM-Japan Friend-
ship Society whose President is Senator Roger S. Mori and Vice
President is Mr. Takuro Akinaga.
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that are quite far away from Weno indeed.
Over 13,000 Chuukese live on the outer
islands where travel to Weno can take
up to two days by ship. Nearly 14,000
Chuukese live in Weno, while over 40,000
of the States’ residents live on islands situ-
ated within the Chuuk lagoon. The his-
toric Chuuk lagoon is approximately 40
miles in diameter.

Auditors who reviewed medical supply
management procedures reviewed fiscal
years 2006 through 2008. They chose to
visit the dispensaries in Moch, Oneop, Ta,
Lekinoch, Satowan, and Kuttu. They ad-
ditionally scoured records at Chuuk DHS
and inspected the warehouse where medi-
cal supplies are stored; the warehouse
from which Chuuk’s 78 outer island dis-
pensaries are supplied medical supplies to
preserve Chuuk’s most vital resource—it’s
people.

The World Health Organization estab-
lished a list of medicines it said were es-
sential. The organization defined essential
medicines as “those drugs that satisfy the
health care needs of the majority of the
population...they should be available at
all times in adequate amounts and in ap-
propriate dosage forms, at a price the com-
munity can afford.” The WHO knew that
since medical needs differ from country to
country and island to island and encour-
aged countries to prepare their own lists
of essential medications taking into con-
sideration local priorities and conditions.
Chuuk State adopted it own “Dispensary
Essential List of Medicines,” which in-
cluded 33 different medicines that they
said should be in good supply at each dis-
pensary.

The Moch dispensary did not have 24 of
Chuuk’s self declared essential medicines.
Oneop, and Ta dispensaries were missing
19. Lekinioch had 15 of the essentials but
were missing 18. Satowan lacked 16 and
Kuttu 15.

Auditors also discovered a problem with
expired medications. The power of medi-
cations weakens over time and the purpose
of the expiration date is to let people know
when the medicine is assumed to have lost
its power. “Treating a patient with expired
medications is the same as not treating a
patient,” the inspection report said.

A January 2009 count of medications at
the Hospital Warehouse revealed that 15%
of the medicines in their sample count
were expired, some by as much as three
years. The inspection revealed that ap-
proximately 27% of the medicines at the
dispensaries they inspected were also ex-
pired.

ONPA interviewed 12 health assistants
responsible for the six dispensaries they

inspected in Chuuk. Though the health
assistants are not in any way qualified to
assess the cause of death of a patient, as-
sistants on several of the islands reported
their feeling that the lack of needed medi-
cations and supplies may have contributed
to the unnecessary death of patients.

The assistants also reported that patients
suffering from diabetes, leprosy, diar-
rhea, pink eye, the flu or acute respiratory
symptoms such as asthma have all gone
untreated because “routine medications”
were unavailable.

The ONPA audit was designed to answer
three basic questions regarding medical
supply inventories and procurements pro-
cedures in Chuuk:

1) Has DHS ensured that essential
medications and supplies are readily avail-
able at outer island dispensaries?

2) Are procurement functions per-
formed efficiently, effectively, and in
compliance with regulations?

3) Do inventory management prac-
tices ensure medications and medical sup-
plies are safeguarded against theft, waste,
or abuse?

ONPA determined that the answer was that
Chuuk DHS did not perform at a satisfac-
tory level on any of those basic underlying
questions.

During the period in question there was
no procurement plan to ensure that essen-
tial medications were available where and
when they were needed during the course
of a normal day much less in the event
of a large scale emergency medical situ-
ation. Medical supplies were often pur-
chased on an emergency basis after they
were needed rather than before. This was
no sophisticated, “just in time” inventory
scheme. There was no scheme; no regi-
men for determining how much of any-
thing there was in the DHS warehouse;
who took what, when they took it and
how much of it they took. There was no
consistent system to document what medi-
cines or medical supplies were delivered
to which dispensaries or to the hospital or
even, for that matter any system that could
tell inventory managers what medical sup-
plies and medicines were on hand in the
warehouse.

Some Chuuk dispensaries said that it often
took more than six months between their
radioed request for medical supply replen-
ishment and the delivery of those sup-
plies. Based on scant documentation, 44
of Chuuk’s 83 total dispensaries received
no delivery of medical supplies during
the entire year of 2008. 25 of them had
only one delivery during the year. Eight
had two deliveries. Three had three de-
liveries. Two had four deliveries and one
dispensary had five deliveries during the
entire year.

Beyond the lack of management of inven-
tory the report noted issues of possible
contamination and damage of the sup-
plies that the DHS Central Warehouse did
have.

_/\fwwj. .
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A photo taken at the warehouse showed
rodent droppings and chewing damage
caused by rodents. Another photo showed
an empty soda can that had been used as an
ashtray and ashes scattered on top of a box
containing gauze bandages. Medicines
were stacked haphazardly on shelves.
Many of them were still in the boxes on
the floor. The shelf labels that were used
bore little relationship to the medicine on
the shelf. The majority of shelves had no
labels.

The auditor also displayed a photo of box-
es that had been used as trash containers.
Further research into the matter revealed
that these boxes contained good medicine
that had not yet been arranged on a shelf.

But medical supply inventory was not the
only thing that the auditors investigated.
Chuuk DHS operations are fully funded by
the Compact Health Sector grant provided
by the United States Department of Inte-
rior under the Compact of Free Associa-
tion between the U.S. and the FSM. The
DHS operates with an annual procurement
budget of more than $3 million.

The auditor noted that other Chuuk Gov-
ernment Agencies and departments had
been “borrowing” fuel from the Hospital
and Management Division and that fuel
expenditures at the hospital had increased
by 75% between FY 2007 and 2008. Fuel
was provided to the Governor’s office,
Public Safety, the radio station, Depart-
ment of Transportation, the Supreme Court
and other departments with an understand-
ing that the hospital would be reimbursed.
They never were. Auditors determined in
interviews that there was no plan, nor had
there ever been to reimburse the Hospital
for “borrowed” fuel. The report noted
several other fuel purchase problems in
the audit.

Auditors noted over $2 million worth of
medications and supplies or equipment that
were purchased under conditions where
it appeared that there might be a conflict
of interest. Key decision makers at DHS
were related directly to key employees or
owners of businesses that supplied medi-
cations or other medical supplies.

Some out of state purchases were facili-
tated by partial pre-payment for services
but no merchandise was ever received for
those pre-paid services with the exception
of $6084 worth of merchandise that was
received while the audit was being con-
ducted from a supplier who had been paid
$295,000 three years earlier. At the close
of'the audit that was all of the merchandise
that DHS had received after paying over
$700,000 in pre-payments. Apparently no
one at DHS knew that no merchandise had
been received.

The auditor cited an instance where two of
three required quotations appeared to have
been falsified by DHS. Not only were the
quote formats inconsistent when compared
to other quotes that had previously been
submitted by the vendors whose names
were on the falsified reports, the dates
were manually erased and altered.

Essentially, although ONPA didn’t specifi-
cally say so, DHS appeared to have falsi-
fied the quotes so that a supplier with fam-
ily connections would get the order.

Simple quotes are allowed for DHS supply
needs amounting to less than $100,000.
Above $100,000 a more formalized sealed
bid process must be followed. DHS did
not require sealed bids and the supplier
got the order to supply $255,839 worth of
medical supplies.

The auditors mentioned two specific
findings where, apparently to avoid the
more formalized sealed bid process, DHS
spread the total amount of a supply award
into separate purchase orders all issued to
the same supplier.

In one of the cited examples the PO’s
amounted to $212,517. Four PO’s were
issued to the same supplier for that pur-
chase. Three of those PO’s shared the
same date.

The other cited example was for a total of
$128,447 rewarded to another supplier.
The three PO’s to cover that purchase were
all issued to the same supplier all dated the
same day.

The other common factor in the auditor’s
two examples regarding split purchases
was that both examples appeared to vio-
late conflict of interest regulations.

There were several other examples men-
tioned by the auditor that demonstrated
questionable procurement practices that
likely cost DHS more money than it might
have cost them had proper and fair pro-
curement procedures been followed.

The Chuuk DHS response to the audit was
submitted by Bosco Buliche, Procurement
Office In-Charge for Pharmaceuticals and
Medical Supplies. His response was dated
two days before the audit report was re-
leased. On the issue of conflict of interest
in purchasing decisions he said “None of
the assumed individual/vendors cited in
the audit findings has any direct involve-
ment on decision making in the procure-
ment process.”

The auditor never referred in the inspec-
tion report to a supplier by name or to the
person or persons at DHS or the Chuuk
State government who may or not have
decided for a supplier because of family
relationship.

Buliche said that DHS has taken measures
to improve the medical supply procure-
ment situation at DHS. He listed ten spe-
cific ways that the procurement process
has begun to be improved in Chuuk. He
said that an Inventory Specialist will be
hired and should be on board in a couple
of months.

The 61 page audit can be viewed in its
entirety as a PDF file at www.fsmopa.fm.
Hard copies can be viewed at the FSM Of-
fice of the National Public Auditor in Pa-
likir, Pohnpei.
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Four accusations against Neth unfounded, auditors say
Three warrant further investigation by Criminal Investigation Division

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

Kitti, Pohnpei, FSM - The Isokohnedi En
Wein Kitti (the Kitti Council), in 2009 ac-
cused Senator Dion Neth of dirty dealings
surrounding his bid for re-election to a seat
as FSM Congress representative for Pohn-
pei Election District #2. The council accu-
sations led the FSM Office of the National
Public Auditor to conduct a review of sev-
en separate allegations against the Senator
centered on the matter of post-legislative
involvement in the awarding of projects to
gain voter support in the election held in
March 2009.

The FSM Supreme Court determined that
type of activity is illegal and other FSM
Senators have been convicted for crimes
similar to those the Kitti Council accused
Senator Neth of committing.

An ONPA inspection into those allegations
was released on February 10, 2010. Audi-
tors determined that four of the Kitti Coun-
cil allegations against Senator Neth had no
merit. It also determined that three of the
allegations warrant further investigation
by the ONPA Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion.

The Kitti Council said in their March 17,
2009 letter to the ONPA that “coral and
PVC pipes were given [by the Senator] to
individuals, households and churches by
the Senator as gifts in exchange for votes.”

The auditors concluded after interviews
with recipients, contractors, staff of the
ED #2 office and site visits that the Senator
“more probably than not” distributed those

types of items to constituents. The Kitti
Council accusation warrants further inves-
tigation by CID.

The Kitti Council said that public funds
for projects located in ED #2 were used for
purposes of campaign travel to Guam in
the month of January g
20009.

The ONPA inter- N8
viewed “the traveler”
and three members of
the Kitti Council.

Senator Neth wrote
a letter to ONPA in
which he said that the
travel was paid for
with One Pass miles
from the Senator’s
own One Pass Ac-
count at Continental
Airlines. As of Febru-
ary 10, 2010, the date
the audit report was
issued, Senator Neth
had not provided the
authorization that the
ONPA had requested
that would allow them
to verify his claim. As |
such they said “the
inspection process of
this allegation was
not completed.” They
concluded as a result
that the allegation
warrants further in-
vestigation by CID.

The Kitti Council
also accused Senator
Neth of suspending

the Wone Elementary School Project prior
to its completion hours after the election
because the Senator was upset at the low
number of votes he received in the area.
They said that as a result of his disappoint-
ment at election results in the area he relo-
cated equipment from Wone to Nan Mand.

Senator Neth received 46 votes in the Wone
area. His opponent received 277.

The auditors interviewed the contractor for
the Wone Elementary School project who
said that he received a phone call at his of-
fice after the election from the Senator and
was told to “pull out” from the road capping
project. He told the auditors that the Sena-
tor wanted him to relocate his equipment to
Wenik to complete a road around the Nan
Mand area and another in Salapwuk.

Edwig Miguel, Principal of Wone Elemen-
tary School told the Kasalehlie Press on
February 25, 2010 that the road still had not
been completed. He said that the only rea-
son the road is currently passable at all is
because a school van got stuck on the road
after heavy rains and residents in the area
came to the rescue using buckets to hand
carry sand and gravel in order to fill the
most treacherous pot holes.

ONPA concluded that the Kitti Council ac-
cusation warrants further investigation by
ClD;

Senator Neth vehemently denies all of the
allegations of the Kitti Council.

The ONPA audit report on the matter
quoted an excerpt from the Senator’s June

See “Neth Accused” on next page
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VACANCY

Western and
Central Pacific

« Fisheries

Coammission

Treasury
Assistant

Salary in range
USD21,000 — USD35,000

The Western and Central Pacific Fisher-
ies Commission (WCPFC) invites ap-
plications from suitably experienced
and qualified individuals for the Sup-
port Staff post of Treasury Assistant to
be based at its headquarters at Kolonia,
Pohnpei State, FSM. Information about
the WCPFC is available at www.wcpfc.
int . Working as a member of a small
team the successful candidate will sup-
port the Finance and Administration Of-
ficer in the day-to-day administration of
the Commission’s Secretariat. Terms of
Reference including a list of duties for
the position can be obtained through the
Receptionist (3201992) as well as any
additional information. Applications
need to be in writing and include a cover-
ing letter, detailed resume, details of two
referees and a statement addressing the
position’s required qualifications. Appli-
cations should be sent to the Finance and
Administration Officer, WCPFC Secre-
tariat, P.O. Box 2356, Kolonia and will
close on 31 March 2010.
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Continued from previous page

1, 2009 letter. “I take this opportunity to
touch base with you [Public Auditor] re-
garding the letter addressed to your office
dated March 17, 2009 from the 6th Kitti
Municipal Council (Isokohnedi). It has
taken me this long to decide whether to
respond or not, for I don’t want to bring
myself down to the level of these arrogant,
ignorant, and selfish individuals. However,
the letter contained defamatory informa-
tion, which infuses negative thoughts to
many, especially my constituents. Few of
them have already questioned my integrity
as a public servant. Furthermore, the letter
has already tainted my character as a per-
son and representative of Election District
No. 2, Pohnpei State, to the FSM Congress.
I feel that I must unearth the truthfulness
of such accusations brought against me so
that people of Pohnpei, especially my con-
stituents should know the truth.”

The ONPA did dispense with four of the
Kitti Town allegations.

They said that a mini truck (flatbed) pur-
chased in 2005 or 2006 with public funds
designated for Kitti Municipal Government
had never been delivered.

ONPA determined that the staff of Election
District Number Two had purchased three
flat bed trucks, two in fiscal year 2005 and
one in fiscal year 2006. The Project Con-
trol Documents did not specify which of

the two municipalities comprising ED #2
would have the legal title to those vehicles.
ONPA did not see a basis for the allegation
since control and use of the flat bed trucks
were decided by the staff of the ED #2 of-
fice, as is normal procedure.

The Kitti Council accusation that no line
item in any appropriation law existed for
the purchase of a 30 horsepower outboard
engine was also found to be untrue. The
ONPA found the existing line item in the
law that appropriated funds to purchase an
outboard engine for the Kitti Police in the
amount of $3000. The appropriation law
was passed in June of 2008 and the engine
was purchased in December of that year.
There was no impropriety or illegality in
that transaction.

The council also said that public funds
were allotted to selected churches to refur-
bish synagogues under the disguise of civic
centers.

The auditor noted that two different civic
centers were located adjacent to churches,
one in Rohng Kitti and the other in Nan
Mand. The expenditure documents showed
that public funds were used for the repair of
the Rohn Kitti civic center. Both were lo-
cated on private properties.

The auditor determined that funds for
civic centers did not refurbish the adjacent
churches and dismissed the Kitti Council
allegation.

The final Kitti council accusation was that
funding for a Kitti Fish Market may have
been used for other purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ATTENTION: ALL CORPORATIONS REGISTERED UNDER
THE FSM NATIONAL REGISTRAR OF CORPORATIONS.

PERSUANT TO TITLE 37 (5.4 & 5.5) OF THE FSM CORPORATE
REGULATIONS, EVERY CORPORATION REGISTERED WITH THE
FSM NATIONAL REGISTRAR OF CORPORATIONS IS REQUIRED
TO FILE AN ANNUAL EXHIBIT OR ANNUAL REPORT TO THE
OFFICE OF THE FSM REGISTRAR OF CORPORATIONS NO LATER
THAN APRIL 01 OF EACH YEAR. HOWEVER, IF A CORPORATION
HAS ADOPTED A FISCAL YEAR BASIS, SUCH COMPANY MAY FILE
ITS REPORT WITHIN 90 DAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE

END OF THE FISCAL YEAR.

FAILURE TO FILE AN ANNUAL EXHIBIT OR ANNUAL REPORT
FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE YEARS IS A SUFFICIENT LEGAL BASIS
FOR INVOLUNTARY DISSOLUTION. A NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO DISSOLVE YOUR CORPORATION FOR NON-COMPLIANCE
SHOULD BE SERVED UPON ANY REGISTERED CORPORATION
THAT IS IN VIOLATION OF THIS PROVISION.

ANNUAL EXHIBIT FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OF
THE NATIONAL REGISTRAR OF CORPORATIONS, DEPARTMENT
OF JUSTICE, PALIKIR POHNPEI, FSM 96941.

- EXHIBIT FORMS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FORM THE FSM
REGISTRAR'S WEB-SITE AT www.fsmroc.fm

- FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 320-8089 OR 320-2608
OR WRITE TO THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF CORPORATIONS,
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, PO. BOX PS-105, PALIKIR POHINPEI FSM

96941

..Amaraich

Continued from page 2

against these threats and the FSM Supreme
Court did so under Chief Justice Amaraich’s
leadership.

Importantly Chief Justice Amaraich was
also instrumental in training many leaders
throughout the Nation. He was a mentor,
counselor, and teacher in many things, and
had helped many current FSM and state
leaders, especially when he was Secretary
of the Department of External Affairs and
head of our court. He helped develop and
begin the Certificate in Trial Counselor’s
program under the College of Micronesia —
FSM that has graduated many FSM citizens
and led to their becoming licensed to prac-
tice before the courts in the FSM. He was

The auditor determined that although the
funds were appropriated under Public
Law 15-30, FSM President Mori declared
an emergency on December 2008 and the
funding law was repealed. The ONPA also
dismissed that allegation.

At press time Senator Neth, who chairs the
Congress Committee on Transportation,
Communication and Infrastructure was in
Yap for committee hearings along with the
Committee on Resources and Develop-
ment. A Congress staff member provided
an email address of a staff member travel-
ing with the Senator. We sent two emails
to that staff member on two separate days
offering Senator Neth through his staff at-
torney, an opportunity to provide further
comments on the ONPA report and allega-
tions beyond what was excerpted in the au-
dit report but received no reply before press
time.

Travel
Servicing the islands
and abroad since 1980!
Providing your domestic
and international flight
arrangements,

For your flights, hotels &

car rentals, please call us at
Tel: 691) 3202777
Fax (691) 320-5375
or email us at
villagetravel@mail.fm

P.O. Box 339
Kolonia Pohnpei,
FM 96941

L———___—————_J

also serving leadership roles in the Pacific
Judicial Council and the Pacific Judicial
Development Program, which involved the
training of judges and court staffs not only
in the FSM, but throughout the Pacific re-
gion. He had a commitment for training and
knew that this would be the way to assure
the sustained success of self-government in
the FSM.

Chief Justice Amaraich was an innately in-
telligent, hard working, and gifted vision-
ary whose foresight and work forged the
path of self-government, helped create the
FSM’s current democratic form of govern-
ment which ultimately led to the birth of the
Nation, and most importantly assured the
independence and sovereignty of its people

in perpetuity.

The above were perhaps his most impor-
tant legacies, the people of the FSM should
recognize them, and be grateful for these
immense contributions from a great leader.
Our court and the Nation will all sorely miss
him.

VACANCY

Western and
Central Pacilic
« Fisheries

COMPLIANCE

OFFICER

The Western and Central Pacific Fish-
eries Commission (WCPFC) invites
applications from suitably experienced
and qualified individuals for the Sup-
port Staff post of Compliance Officer
to be based at its headquarters at Ko-
lonia, Pohnpei State, Federated States
of Micronesia. Information about the
WCPFC is available at www.wcepfc.
int Working as a member of a small,
multi-national team in a challenging
environment, the successful candidate,
will support the Compliance Man-
ager in the oversight of compliance
by WCPFC Members, Cooperating
Non-Members and Participating Terri-
tories (CCMs) with the Commission’s
Conservation and Management Mea-
sures (CMMs) and other Commission
decisions. This includes monitoring in-
formation flows to and from the Com-
mission’s Information Management
System (IMS) and providing regular
reports to the Compliance Manager on
IMS data holdings. Additional infor-
mation, including terms of reference,
proposed commencement date (during
the first quarter of 2010) and condi-
tions of employment, are available on
request from Mr Peter Flewwelling,
Compliance Manager, WCPFC Secre-
tariat (peter.flewwelling@wcpfc.int or
telephone +691 320 1992). Applica-
tions, which close on 19 March 2010,
should be addressed to the Executive
Director, WCPFC Secretariat, P.O. Box
2356, Kolonia, Pohnpei State, Feder-
ated States of Micronesia 96941, and
clearly identified as an application for
the post of Compliance Officer. Appli-
cations may also be sent via e-mail.
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Two Pohnpei teachers selected as

“Teachers of the Year”

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

Pohnpei, FSM - The Pohnpei Department
of Education has, for the first time in its his-
tory selected two teachers as their “Teachers
of the Year.” The teachers were selected from
amongst recommendations made from all
31 of Pohnpei’s public schools. Both of the
teachers currently teach at Sapwalap Elemen-
tary School.

The Teacher of the Year, Anson Abraham
taught eighth grade last year and this year is
teaching first graders at Sapwalap Elementary
School. He has an Associate of Arts and a
third year degree in Elementary Education.

First runner up Carter Elias has an Associate
of Arts degree in Liberal Arts from the College
of Micronesia, FSM and currently teaches a
seventh grade class at Sapwalap Elementary
School. Elias is currently studying for a third

Anson Abraham,
Peter Albert, and
Carter Elias

year degree in Elementary Education.

Both of the teachers were presented with brand
new laptops for their achievements.

Chief of Pohnpei’s Division of Primary Edu-
cation, Pete Saimon Panuelo Leon said that
the Teacher of the Year award is a new initia-
tive by the Department of Education to help
provide an added incentive for teachers to do
their very best in the classroom.

He said that each school principal was called
upon to nominate teachers from their schools.
Student testing outcomes for each school were
figured into the selection process along with
teacher performance and attendance.

Principal of Sapwalap Elementary School Pet-
ner Albert submitted the applications Anson
and Elias.

Leon said that the Teacher of the Year program
will continue into the future.
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Vice President Alik Alik Visits
FSM Students in Vanuatu

By Bill Stinnett

An FSM Delegation recently travelled to
Port Vila, Vanuatu, to participate in “The
Pacific Conference on the Human Face of
the Global Economic Crisis” held Febru-
ary 10— 12, 2010.

The Honorable Alik Alik, Vice President
of the FSM, was the Head of Delegation
which included Mrs Shra Alik, Coordina-
tor, Department of Health & Social Affairs,
Samson Pretrick, FSM Ambassador to Fiji,
Dr. Vita Skilling, Secretary, Department
of Health & Social Affairs, Ms. Salome
Martin, Kosrae Women Association Rep-
resentative, Simpson Abraham, SD Plan-
ner, Office of Environment & Emergency
Management, William Stinnett, President,
FSM Chamber of Commerce, and Okean
Ehmes, Country Development Manager.

Despite the busy conference schedule and
attending responsibilities, Vice President
Alik found time to organize a dinner at a
local restaurant in Port Vila for the 3 FSM
students attending law school in Vanuatu

Vice President
Alik (second from
left) greets FSM
law students

ditorial

and their families. Other students will be
travelling to Vanuatu but at the time of this
visit, these 3 students were the only ones
attending school in Vanuatu.

All the Conference delegates attended and
it was a wonderful opportunity for the three
students to enjoy a nice meal but more im-
portantly, catch up with events back home.
It was also an opportunity for the students
to inform the Vice President about the law
program in Vanuatu and how they were do-
ing in school.

There are two students from Kosrae and
one student from Chuuk. Attending from
Kosrae are Jeffrey S. Tiftas, a 3rd year
student accompanied by his wife Tulpe J.
Tilfas, daughter Mauriney, and two sons,
Russell and Alexmadison, and Casey J.
Freddy, a 1st year student without family
present.

The lone Chuukese student is Ken Uehara,
a 2nd year student, accompanied by his
wife Yumi Mori and son Sibo Ken.

Economics and Law

25 MILES PER HOUR

By Martin Mix
The Kaselehlie Press

State Law says that the fastest we can drive
a car is twenty five miles an hour. 25 MPH
is 40 KPH. This is a good law for Pohnpei.
Our roads are not wide. There are no side-
walks outside Kolonia. Adults and chil-
dren walk on our roads, especially children
who have to walk to school on the roads
and who often play on the roads.

Many cars go a lot faster than 25. Many of
these cars are taxis. This is not surprising.

The owner of the car wants the taxi to go
fast so the car will make more money. The
driver wants it to go fast so he can make
more money. The passengers want to go

fast so they can get where they are going
faster.

The people who walk on the road do not
need the cars to be going faster and several
people are killed by reckless drivers every
year.

If we want to make our roads safe for peo-
ple who are walking then we need to drive
safely. A very important part of driving
safely is not driving more than 25 MPH.

One way to get drivers to drive safely
might be to report drivers who do not drive
safely. A system is needed that the public
will use to report dangerous driving.

We suggest:

1. All taxis should be identified with large
number signs on the front, back and sides.

2. When a report is received by the police
the owner of the car should be contacted by
telephone immediately to allow the owner
to contact the driver.

3. If the owner is contacted and the report
is not disputed within 24 hours then the re-
port should be passed to the AG’s Office.

4. If a driver is reported twice within any
six month period and the reports are con-
firmed then the driver’s commercial license
should be suspended for six months.

Since taxi licenses are issued by the mu-

nicipal governments there is no easy way
to make the taxi owners tell their drivers
not to drive faster than 25.

The reason that taxis go fast is to make
more money. I do not agree with them go-
ing faster than 25 but I can understand why
they do it.

Why do many of the rest of us also drive
faster than 25 miles per hour? Why can’t
we allow enough time to get where we are
going so we do not need to drive faster than
25? If we are five minutes late what ter-
rible thing will happen to us? We run our
lives on kilok en Pohnpei. Nothing has to
be done right on time. I wish we could run
our cars the same way.
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<A wonderfui bird is the pelican.

. Its beak can hold more than its belly can.
Tt can hold in its beak

§ Enough food for a week.

I'm darned if I know how the hell it can.

_________________________________________________________________

PLEASE HELP KEEP POHNPEI ISLAND
CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL
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ANOTHER CLASSIC COMMU/V/TY BuLLETIN BOARD
LIMERICK BROUGHT TO YOU BY

. Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Wednesday at Cantero Hall at the
Roman Catholic Vicariate office at 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. For details, call 320-
8365.

. Pohnpei Lions Club meets monthly every 4th Tuesday at China Star
Restaurant at 6:30 p.m. Public Welcome.

. The Christian Ministerial Association of Pohnpei meets the third Wednesday
of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Cantero Hall at the Roman Catholic vicariate office.

. Devotions every Sunday 9:30 a.m. at the Bahai Center in Dolonier. For
details, call 320-2182.

. Habitat for Humanity Pohnpei holds their meetings every Tuesday from
11:30 a.m.~12:30 p.m. at the Sei Restaurant.

. Soccer practice/games at PICS field Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 5:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome.
. The Rotary Club of Pohnpei holds its weekly meetings Thursdays at 12:15

p.m. at PCR Nantehlik.

. St John's Catholic Church in Kosrae conducts services every Sunday at
9:30 am. For further information, call 370-3240 or 370-32009.

FANGO holds its monthly Issue Based Dialogue (IBD) on the last
Wednesday of each Month at the Sei Restaurant at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. The
public is welcome.

. The Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon holds its weekly meetings every
Wednesday at 12:00 Noon at the High Tides Restaurant. You are welcome to attend

and can contact us at: _ rotarycluboftruklagoon@yahoo.com

. Pacific Mission Fellowship - A Bible-based English Worship Service Invites
you to join us on Sundays for worship at 9am -11am, Children’s Church for the kids
tool. Call: 320-2496

. Ultimate Frisbee pick-up game every Tuesday 5:45pm at the Spanish

Wall. All levels welcome! Call 320.2439 for more details

The Community Bulletin is a free message
board exclusive to announcements. To post
your announcements to The Kaselehlie Press:

P. 0. Box 2222 phone fo: (691) 320-6547
Pohnpei, FM 96941 email to: kpress@mail.fm

20-6127

Fabric
Softener

'Only §4.95

' .65 ¢

Toothpaste
W/Brush

$195.00
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Sekere, Lewetik, Salapwuk, and NMS elementary schools learn
about “GO LOCAL”

By: Areline Joakim
Island Food Community of Pohnpei

At the beginning of 2010, The Island Food
Community of Pohnpei started a Go Local
program with twelve Elementary Schools
in Pohnpei. The first visit was held at Sek-
ere on January 25th with twenty seven
participants (class 6), followed by Lewetik
on January 27th with 35 participants (class
3-8), Salapwuk on February 1st with 58
participants (class 1-8) and February 3rd at
NMS Elementary School with 53 partici-
pants (class 6).

The visits will continue through all the se-
lected schools and will end in April 2010.
As a part of this program students learn
about the “Go Local” message and the
CHEEF benefits of local foods: Culture,
Health, Environment, Economy and Food
Security.

Island Food Community of Pohnpei also
explains that the yellow and orange flesh
varieties like Karat and Utin lap have the
most health benefits, but even the white
colored bananas contain at least some caro-
tenoids. Remember that rice contains none
at all.

For each school visit, samples of two ba-

Astronomical Tide Prediction

nana varieties were taken for stu-
dents to taste and enjoy and in one
visit five different varieties were
taken including Karat, Taiwang,
Akadahn, Utin Menihle and Karat
en lap, a valuable yellow-fleshed
varieties that is very rare.

Students also learn the Let’s Go
Local and the CHEEF songs. In
all of these four schools everyone
was so excited to learn the songs
and to sing them together inside
their classroom.

The students were so happy to
receive the Be Happy and Eat
Banana pencils. Remember that
banana makes you happy because
they contain tryptophan, which
turns into serotonin, a mood en-
hancer.

Island Food Community of Pohn-
pei would like to give a big thanks
to the Department of Education,
principals from the schools and
also the teachers for letting us
doing our presentation on local
foods. Thanks are also given to
the Global Environment Facil-
ity Small Grant Program and US
Forestry for funding support.

March 3 - March 16, 2010

"
s

Salapwuk Elementary school students show the Island Food Community of Pohnpei three
main posters

NMS
Elementary
students
show that
they are
really
interested
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Pohnpei’s soccer team fights hard to win first game

By Paul Watson

Pohnpei State had to dig deep to secure vic-
tory in their first fixture for nine years but
they triumphed 2-1 against a powerful Is-
land All-Star side.

After the success of last year’s Pohnpei
Premier League, a State Team was formed
with the goal of a trip to Guam at the end
of July.

This was to be a real test for Paul Wat-
son’s side as the All-Stars had some of the
island’s most respected and revered foot-
ballers, including Fijian powerhouse Tui,
tricky striker Edwin Sione and SDA aces
Matthew Barbosa and Ryan Billington.
Wearing their new uniforms, Pohnpei strug-
gled to master the bumpy pitch in the open-
ing minutes and they fell behind when Pre-
mier League top scorer Matthew Barbosa
fired home.

But months of practice started to pay off
as the men in blue passed the ball around
neatly, creating several half-chances with
Joseph Welson blasting inches over the
bar and Marvin Jack nearly releasing Ryan
Johnson with a delicate through ball.

When Pohnpei did get their breakthrough it
was courtesy of young striking star Joseph
Welson. He latched on to a Dilshan Senara-
thgoda pass and made no mistake in finding
the net for 1-1.

The Pohnpei defence was now playing with

authority. Denson Fairfield was magnificent
in the air, Tom Mawi outmuscled any at-
tacker while the experienced Robert Paul
impressed in his new left-back role and
Rocky Henly showed the excellent com-
mand of the game that earned him the Pohn-
pei Premier League Best Defender Award.
Nick Santiago, arguably Pohnpei State’s
most exciting rising star, thriving in the de-
fensive midfield position and Micah Selikar
fought hard on the wing,

Growing in confidence, Pohnpei started to
control the pace and play attractive two-
touch passing football, but they found it hard
to pick holes in the opposition defence.

At half-time, Charles Welson replaced An-
drew Falcam in goal and Roger Nakasuna
came on for Robert Paul.

And 10 minutes into the second period,
Pohnpei went in front as Joseph Welson
scored his second goal of the game — a cool
finish to beat the onrushing goalkeeper.
Young talent Rodrigo Matamba substituted
the excellent Marvin Jack and Island War-
riors captain and Premier League Player of
the Tournament Bob Paul came on for Ryan
Johnson, whose limitless energy had caused
constant trouble for the All-Stars defence.
Bob and Rodrigo were both sent into space
by captain Dilshan, but after bursting clear
with a turn of pace both could only find the
goalkeeper with their crosses.

Neither side could find the net again as the

4th Annual Truk Stop Hotel Staff

Pool Tournament

By Bill Stinnett

The Truk Stop Hotel holds an annual
pool tournament in its Hard Wreck Café
& Bar for the staff of various depart-
ments which include maintenance, res-
taurant, kitchen, housekeeping, dive
center, gift shop, front desk, and own-
ership. This year the staff pool tourna-
ment was held over a 3 day period - Feb-
ruary 21st through the 24th.

An initial elimination round was con-
ducted with each team playing all the
other teams and when the chalk dust
settled, the ownership team of Bill Stin-
nett and daughter Corky, stood alone in
the winners bracket with 6 wins against
1 loss..

The team of Nenci Sam, housekeep-
ing supervisor, and Augustine Jacky,
our Head Chef, had 5 wins and 2 losses
as did the team of Bert Valdez, heavy
equipment mechanic from the Philip-
pines, and Kere Conrad , from the kitch-
en. These two teams had to play one
game to see who would go on to play
ownership in the championship round.

Bert & Kerri won the game and the stage
was set for the championship game be-
tween maintenance and ownership. The

balls were racked, cues chalked, and the
first game was underway. The team of
Bert & Kere seemed to be heading for
the win but at the last minute, Bill made
two shots that ended the game in the fa-
vour of ownership.

The first game loss seemed to take the
steam out of the maintenance player’s
and when the eight ball dropped into a

light faded and Pohnpei had its first win in
an official game.

Pohnpei Soccer would like to thank Albert
Carlot for expertly refereeing the game, Mi-
cronesian Seminar for filming and Visual
Impact for providing a camera for pictures.

Pohnpei State 2-1 Island All-Stars

Barbosa 4 (All Stars) J Welson 25, 55
(Pohnpei State)

Pohnpei State Team: Andrew Falcam
(Charles Welson 45); Rocky Henly, Tom
Mawi, Denson Fairfield, Robert Paul
(Roger Nakasuna 45); Nick Santiago,
Dilshan Senarathgoda, Micah Selikar,
Marvin Jack (Rodrigo Matamba 60);
Joseph Welson, Ryan Johnson (Bob Paul
60)

Referee: Albert Carlot

Bonnice MANN Consulting
Fishing Tournament

By Steve Finnen

On February 6, 2010, the weather outside
was pleasant, but it was a bit bumpy on
the seas. Still there were plenty of fish to
catch. Bonnice MANN Consulting spon-
sored a big fish fishing tournament. The
tournament had been postponed a week
due to hazardous seas, but on February 6,
15 boats went out to try their luck. There
would have been even more, but several
boats had to pull out after registering.
Bonnice MANN put up $1,500.00 in prize
money and provided a barbecue.

First prize was $700.00 and the biggest fish
was a 121.5 pound marlin caught by Mary
Tretnoff on Boat. Club president Andy
Musrasrik on Ms. Pakin came in second
with a 46 pound yellowfin and he received
$350.00. Prizes were given for the top
five biggest fish. Third place and $200.00
went to Chris Kind, on Nahlap-NIR for a

corner pocket of the 2nd game, it was
Corky holding the que with a big, win-
ning smile on her face.

Ownership is now the 4 time champions
of the Truk Stop Hotel Staff Pool Tour-
nament. Winners got I-Phones and the
runners up got $50.00 each.

Corky Stinnett, Bill Stinnett, Kerri Conrad, Bert Valdez

31 pound wahoo. Fourth place and $150.00
went to Konrad Englberger on Bavaria
for a 29.5 pound wahoo. Fifth place and
$100.00 went to Maria Spegal on the Pohn-
lik Special for a 28 pound barracuda.

All of the fishermen then swapped fish sto-
ries at the barbecue afterwards. The Pohn-
pei Fishing Club wishes to thank Bonnice
MANN Consulting for the wonderful sup-
port and to thank everyone who helped
make this tournament a success.

- {u(t”/ K. Freg, .,
W, L2

g

7:00 AM., SATURDAY, MARCH 20 |
START/FINISH — PALM TERRACE |
$5.00 REGISTRATION FEE
i T-SHIRT TO ALL
TROPHIES TO TOP FINISHERS

ALL FUNDS RAISED WILL GO
T0 THE SCHOLARSHIP

Register at FSM Dept of Health &
Social Affairs and FSMNOC
For information call 320-8914



