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Missing fishermen returned to Pohnpel reissue 

after nine unexpected days at sea 
By Bill Jaynes 

The Kaselehlie Press 

Pohnpei, FSM— 72 year old Dr. Aminis Da- 

vid and his nephew, Rayder Oliver who is in 

his early 20’s and also goes by the last name 

of Suzuki, will never forget Saturday, March 

27, 2010 or the nine days that followed. The 

pair became lost after cloud cover obscured 

their vision while they were fishing and they 

could not find their way back to Pohnpei. 

They drifted in the vast Pacific Ocean for 

nine days with very little food, very little wa- 

ter, and sometimes very little hope. 

On Saturday, April 10, Dr. David, sat on his 

front porch in Nanpohnmal and looked out 

over the majestic, sweeping view of Pohnpei’s 

lagoon south of Sokehs Island. Stacked in 

his carport were at least six cases of soda and 

at least the same number of cases of bottled 

water, an opulence that a week before he had 

begun to think he might never see again. The 

trailer that carried his 19 foot open boat and 

40 horsepower engine to the lagoon on the 

morning of the Pohnpei Fishing Club Catch 

5 tournament sat empty in the lawn. He bent 

down, rubbed his swollen legs, stretched and 

began to tell his story. 

“We checked in for the tournament at 6:30 

that morning and there was another boat there 

too,” he began. The other boat was captained 

by Ferny Perman. Dr. David said that he and 

his nephew went out through Palikir pass. 

Perman, whose boat was faster overtook and 

passed them so they followed his boat in the 

direction of Bird Island. 

Not long after, the fishermen caught a 40 

pound yellow fin tuna. “But it was a Catch 5 

tournament so we needed four more kinds of 

fish,” said David and enumerated the species, 

counting them off on his right hand. 

The two headed towards Ant Atoll where 

many fishermen have had good success at 

catching Mahi Mahi and Wahoo and where 

the fishing club has placed a payao, a fish ag- 

gregating device. They were happy that their 

first catch of the day had come so early and 

scoured the ocean looking for the birds that 

would indicate both schools of bait fish and 

the bigger fish they were after that feed on the 

small bait fish. They found nothing. They 

concentrated for a time around the payao but 

still caught nothing. 

See “Nine days at sea” on Page 10 

U.S. Senate Staff members “catch up” 

on U. 
th 2 ‘i 

By Bill Jaynes 

The Kaselehlie Press 

Pohnpei, FSM—Two professional staff 

members who support the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resourc- 
es (SENR) arrived in Pohnpei on April 1 

FSM Compac 
a | 

to meet with FSM government officials on 
the subject of progress under the FSM-U:S. 
Compact of Free Association as amended 
(Compact II). 

“Most people ask,” Stayman said, ““Why 
Energy? What’s that got to do with Micro- 

t issues 
nesia?’ The important part of the title is “Re- 
sources.” The committee has oversight re- 
sponsibility with respect to the Department 
of the Interior.” DOI is the U.S. department 
that handles the Compact agreement be- 
tween the U.S. and the FSM. 

Allen Stayman, has been involved in Pa- 
cific Islands issues since 1984 when he be- 
gan work as a staff member at SENR. He 
worked with that committee for approxi- 
mately 10 years. He also served in the U.S. 
Department of the Interior as Deputy Assis- 
tant Secretary for the Territories under David 
Cohen during the administration of former 
President Bill Clinton. Later he served in 
the Department of State for approximately 
three years. He was a U.S negotiator for the 
terms of the Compact agreement that now 
functions as the guiding document of FSM 
— US relations. Coming full circle, Stay- 
man is back as a professional staff member 
of SENR. 

This was the first visit to the FSM for Isaac 

See “Senate Staffers” on page 4 
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U.S. Promotes Gardening With Local Youth 
By Embassy of the United States of 

America Kolonia 
ciation in Kitti and Mand Village in Mado- 

lenihmw, and demonstrated and promoted 

culturally acceptable production of vegeta- 

bles for home consumption and local sale, 

provided technical assistance and provided 

knowledge to the community through pub- 

lic workshops. 

On April 9, representatives from the U.S. De- 

partment of Agriculture Natural Resources 

Conservation Services and the U.S. Embassy 

in Pohnpei teamed up with thirty-eight Nett 

Elementary School students to create a vege- 

table garden on embassy grounds. The organic 

garden demonstrated vegetable production on 

a small scale to and encourages the incorpora- 

tion of a variety of vegetables in people’s daily 

diet. Students were informed about low-cost, 

high yield gardening techniques, as well as the 

invaluable health and food security benefits 

provided by a family garden. 

The goals of both initiatives aligned with 

the FSM Strategic Development Plan Goal 

for the Agriculture Sector: to increase pro- 

duction of local produce for food security, 

health and to encourage import substitution, 

increase production of traditional farming 

systems for home nutritional and tradition- 

al needs and cash incomes, increased vol- 

umes of saleable surpluses to be marketed 

by the private sector into local and regional 

markets, and to promote environmentally 

sound and sustainable production. 

In her opening remarks, the wife of U.S. Am- 

bassador Peter Prahar, Mrs. Amy Kit-Ling 

Choi Prahar encouraged students to employ 

the gardening techniques they would learn 

at home, highlighting the various health and 

cost-saving benefits for their families. USDA- 

NRCS Conservation Specialist Paul Lake then 

educated students on the materials needed for 

gardening, focusing on those that could be 

procured locally and free of charge. Students 

were then able to partake in various hands-on 

activities, including constructing a raised bed 

out of local bamboo, mixing the correct ratio 

of soil to compost, and planting and mulching 

seedlings to promote effective growth. 

The vegetable varieties planted during the 

event include tomato, cucumber, Chinese cab- 

bage, bell pepper, green onion, and eggplant. 

Most of the varieties were originally sprouted 

at the Pohnpei Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) Greenhouse, and all seeds 

were purchased at the Pohnpei Agriculture 

Office. 

In addition to Friday’s event, USDA-NRCS 

participated in the development of small 

demonstration gardens at schools throughout 

Pohnpei. In 2006, USDA-NRCS collaborated 

with FSM Economic Affairs, Pohnpei State 

Agriculture and the Island Food Community 

of Pohnpei in an initiative titled Training in 

Appropriate Farming Techniques. Two sepa- 
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By Bill Stinnett 

FSMACC 

March 31, 2010 

Palikir, Pohnpei - Efforts to establish an FSM 

National Association of Chambers of Com- 

merce have been underway for several years 

and thanks to President Manny Mori, steps were 

taken recently to make this a reality with the 

signing of the Charter of the FSMACC. 

A Meeting of the FSM Association 

of Chambers of Commerce (FSMACC) took 

place at the FSM Department of Resources & 

Development (FSM R&D) Conference Room 

in Palikir on Wednesday, March 31st, and lasted 

from 3:00pm till about 6:30pm. The Meeting 

was attended by Mr. William Stinnett, President 

of Chuuk Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Phillip 

Ranganbay, President of Yap Chamber of Com- 

merce, and Mr. Witson Phillip, Chairman of Ko- 

srae Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Leon Senda, 

Vice President of the FSMACC and President 

of Pohnpei Chamber of Commerce was unable 

to attend the Meeting for family reasons. 

Over the course of several hours those 

present discussed a number of issues regarding 

the newly chartered FSM ACC, the draft Terms 

of Reference, the proposed budget, and a reor- 

ganization of the Officers of the Association. 

Following broad discussions, participants con- 

sensually agreed on the following: 

1) the FSMACC Board of Directors will 

comprise twelve (12) members consisting of 

three (3) members from each of the FSM States. 

Each State Chamber President will automatical- 

ly be amember of the FSMACC and the two (2) 

others will be selected by chamber membership 

based on their own selection criteria 

2) the Executive Secretariat of the FS- 

MACC will initially have two (2) staff, one Ex- 

ecutive Secretary one Administrative Officer. 

3) the National Government should con- 

sider providing institutional support to the four 

State Chambers of Commerce through the fund- 

ing of the position of one (1) Administrative Of- 

ficer; 

4) the initial slate of interim FSM ACC 

Officers is reorganized as follow: 

President: Mr. William Stinnett of 

Chuuk State 

Vice President: Mr. Leon Senda of 

Pohnpei State 

Secretary: Mr. Philip Ranganbay of 

Yap State 

Treasurer: Mr. Witson Phillip of 

Kosrae State 

5) the mandate of Officers will run until 

the first Meeting of the Board of Directors 

6) the proposed budget Fiscal Year 

2011 for the newly created FSMACC, discussed 

and adopted by participants, will include funds 
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FSM Association of Chambers of Commerce (FSMACC) becomes a reality 

for each State Chamber of Commerce to hire its 

own Administrative Officer and will be submit- 

ted to FSM Congress; and, 

7) the FSM Department of R&D (Divi- 

sion of Trade and Investment) will continue to 

act as interim Secretariat for the FSMACC. It } 

was mandated to finalize the job profiles for the 

positions opened at the FSM Executive Secre- 

tariat. 

Participants at this historic meeting 

are optimistic that an FSM National Chamber 

of Commerce will bring the private sector com- 

munities of Pohnpei, Kosrae, Chuuk and Yap 

together and become both an asset and resource 

for the National Government to call on for as- 

sistance and input on economic and private sec- 

tor issues facing our Nation. They also hope 

that the leadership of the National Government 

will invite representation from the National 

Chamber to participate on boards and commis- 

sions that directly impact the private sectors of 

the 4 FSM States. 

There remains lots of work to do and 

the leadership of the FSM ACC will be working 

with each other and the staff at the FSM R&D 

to ensure that when funding becomes available 

in FY 2011 we will be able to move forward on 

National issues that are of interest and concern 

to the state private sectors. 

The Meeting was facilitated by Ernest 

Weirlangt, Assistant Secretary for Trade and 

Investment and Ms Camille Movick, Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for Trade. The FSMACC 

Meeting also benefited from the technical as- 

sistance of Mr. Jean Bertrand Azapmo, Trade 

Policy Analyst under the Commonwealth Hub 

& Spokes Project. 

For more information, please contact one of the 

following: 

William Stinnet, President of FSMACC, 

Tel.: (691) 330-3748, E-mail: 

kbstinnett@yahoo.com; 

Leon Senda, Vice-President of FSMACC 

Tel.:(691) 320-2452, E-mail: amco@mail.fm; 

Philip Ranganbay, Secretary of FFMACC, 

Tel.: (691)350-8990, 

E-mail: pranganbay@fsmhealth.fm; 

Witson Phillip, Treasurer of FSMACC, 

Tel.: (691) 370-3164, 

E-mail:wphillip@mail.fm; 

Interim Secretariat of the FFMACC 

(FSM R&D), Tel.: (691) 320-5133 

New Car Tires 
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15% off all regular prices 

Tel: 691-320-7493 

Fax: 691-320-7966 
P.O. Box 2023 
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Weed trimMe!rs............cccceeessseeeeseeeeeeeeseeened 129.9 

Chain Saw...........00..18” $179.99 / 20” $229. 
LAWN MOWEIS...........cccccceseeeeesssesseeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 99,9 

Generator Gas 2,500watt........cccccceesseeeeeeee 479, 

Generator Diesel 2,300watt.........0..cc..c..128 699.% 
Plate COMPACtON oe eecceeeeeeesseeeeeeseeeee 999, 
Concrete MiXx@l............ecceeeeeeeseesseseeeseeeeeee 2,900, 
Air COMPFeSSOLS...........cccccccceessseeeeeessseeeeeeeeesB O99 
Instant Water Heater... eeeeeeeeeseeee 8 99% 

2“ Water PUMP... ccesecesseeeesseeeseeeeenes § 449,°% 
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Staffers 
Continued from front page 

Edwards, Republican Counsel to the com- 
mittee. “He (Stayman) works for a Demo- 
crat and I work for a Republican,” Edwards 
said. “Congress doesn’t really get along all 
that well nowadays but on island issues, it’s 
pretty much one voice. So when we come 
out here to talk with folks we’re generally 
in agreement on what we’re talking about... 
we may have some differences in philoso- 
phy on various things but...” 

Stayman continued, “...and we’ll generally 
work those out in private. I mean it’s point- 
less for us to go to our bosses unless we 
agree... They (U.S. Senators) are not going 
to have a floor fight over the Compact.” 

No question, the visit by Stayman and Ed- 
wards was an important one for the FSM 
and also for the visiting Senate staffers. 
“It’s an opportunity for us to get caught up,” 
Stayman said. Recently they have been 
concentrating on the Compact agreement 
with Palau which should soon be completed 
in the U.S. Congress. 

If Stayman and Edwards are caught up on 

FSM issues their bosses in the U.S. Senate 
will be as well. 

The staffers have been charged with asking 
several questions of FSM Government of- 
ficials. ‘First and foremost,” said Stayman, 

“the questions our bosses ask are “What’s 
the (Compact) money being used for and 
has it been used effectively.” 

The second question they asked FSM of- 
ficials during their trip was related to their 

bosses’ questions about the process of Com- 
pact II. “How is Compact II working?” 

“There was a holdup on the infrastructure 
funds, but that log jam seems to have bro- 
ken loose,” Stayman commented. “The two 
big sectors beyond that are Health and Edu- 
cation and we’ve been chatting with folks 
about that subject.” 

They also wanted to know about the prog- 
ress on macroeconomic reforms in the FSM 
which Stayman said was the underlying mo- 
tivation behind Compact II. 

“In ‘Compact I’ economics was sort of an 
afterthought,” said Stayman. “Its purpose 
was for establishing the government, de- 
mocracy building and security functions. 
Economic provisions were pretty rudimen- 
tary. It was basically money transfers with- 
out guidance.” 

“The basic deal (with Compact II) was that 
the U.S. Congress said ‘Look, we don’t 
know what happened to $2 Billion and if 
we’re going to do this again we want the 
FSM to be treated the same as any other 
Federal grant recipient.’” 

That wasn’t something new for the FSM. 
Stayman said that at the time there were 
some 40 Federal programs operating in the 
FSM under Compact I. “So there’s been a 
lot of talk about capacity building and re- 
porting but, my understanding of it is that 
the FSM was perfectly capable of a standard 
grant relationship with the U.S. Government 
under Compact I and what this (Compact I) 

does is add six more. So it’s not as if the 

world changed dramatically.” 

Stayman admitted, “Of course, these are 
bigger grants and there’s a fair amount of 
work but the idea that the FSM didn’t have 
to comply with grant requirements under 
Compact I is not true.” 

The FSM did commit to macroeconomic 
reforms including tax reform. It’s built into 
the Compact. 

Stayman said that the current tax structure 
in the FSM is difficult for investors to un- 
derstand. “In the U.S., one of the ways that 
we do territorial taxes is called a mirror tax. 
It’s the exact same tax code in Puerto Rico, 
or Guam, or the Virgin Islands as the Fed- 

eral tax so if anyone comes from anywhere 
in the world and they want to invest in the 
Virgin Islands they don’t have to go, ‘Oh 
my! What’s the Virgin Islands tax?’ Any- 
one who knows the U.S Tax Code, it’s the 

same thing. All of a sudden investors just 
say, ‘Oh, okay. I get it.’” 

“But can you imagine an investor coming to 
the FSM,” Stayman asked? “They’ve got 
this unique National Tax Code and then he’s 
going to be operating in one of the States 
that’s going to have another unique Tax 

Code.” 

Economic development in the FSM is de- 
clining rather than improving according to 
one FSM government official who spoke 
under conditions of anonymity. 

When Stayman was asked if he thought 
that more Compact spending on private 
sector development might help to improve 
the FSM’s economic climate he said, “It’s 

not a favorable investment environment. 

In fact, it’s pretty hostile. What investor 
would come and invest here given the ex- 
perience of other investors, and the things 

we’ve already talked about. There is a lack 
of transparency in regulations and the laws 
regarding business, land tenure, opaque tax 
policies, and so on. So I don’t think money 
is the main problem in terms of stimulating 
the economy.” 

To clarify his statement, Stayman said, “So 

if you’re covering health, education, basic 
infrastructure, transportation, and commu- 

nications and you’re not getting economic 
development you have to start thinking that 
maybe there are some internal factors.” 

He said that geography in terms of transpor- 
tation and natural resources were also hin- 
drances to economic development. “There’s 
a pretty short list of natural resources in the 
FSM.” He tried to list them and got as far 
as “beautiful jungle islands,” “tuna,” and 
“surfing,” before he gave up the count and 
shrugged his shoulders. “If there was a re- 
source like oil here economic development 
wouldn’t be a problem.” 

Another issue that Stayman and _ Isaac 
brought with them to discuss with FSM 
government officials is the problem of the 
Compact’s financial impact in US. states. 
“Right now I’m just trying to make people 
aware that this is a growing political issue in 
the United States,” Stayman said. 

When the first Compact was introduced, 

migrants to the U.S. from Freely Associated 
States (FAS) which included citizens from 
Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 

and the FSM could freely travel, live and 

work in the United States and were eligible 

The 

for Medicaid which allowed U.S. hospitals 

to be reimbursed by the Federal Government 
for medical treatment of FSM citizens. The 
Medicaid eligibility was repealed in 1994. 

Hawaii, the state that anecdotally has the 

highest concentration of FSM citizens, 
still had a program for health care for FAS 
citizens even if the Federal government did 
not. 

“With the economic downturn 18 months 
ago, Hawaii got into serious financial trouble 
as did almost everybody,” Stayman said. 

Hawaii’s Governor Linda Lingle wrote a 
budget with an eye to solving some of Ha- 
waii’s financial problems. Her budget ex- 
cluded FAS citizens from coverage under 
Hawaii’s health care system. 

“There were demonstrations and a fair 
amount of debate in the State on what to do 
and it was taken into Federal court,” Stay- 
man said. “The judge issued an injunction 
against this provision in the budget, not on 
policy grounds but on process grounds.” 

Stayman said that Hawaii is now in the pro- 
cess of more formally rewriting the rules on 
the State Health Care program and chang- 
ing laws that need to be changed. The up- 
shot may well be that FAS citizens will be 
ineligible for Hawaii’s health care program 
when the State’s work is done. 

FAS citizens have already been written out 
of the Health Care Reform law recently 
passed by the U.S. Congress and signed into 
law by President Obama. 

Neil Abercrombie was ten times elected in 
Hawaii’s first Congressional District to be 

a Congressman in the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives. He resigned that position just un- 
der two months ago in order to concentrate 
on his campaign for the office of Governor 
of the State of Hawaii in the 2010 election. 
He has been reported to have promised that 
if he is elected he will pursue more deporta- 
tions of FAS citizens living in Hawaii with- 
out means as the Compact allows the U.S. 
government to do. 

Stayman said that during debates on the 
U.S. Health Care reform bill, Abercrombie 

was a vocal proponent of reinstatement of 
FAS citizen eligibility for Medicaid. That 
part of the bill was ultimately defeated and 
is not part of the new U.S. Health Care law. 

Stayman pointed out that within the last few 
weeks several representatives at the U.S. 
House of Representatives called for a Gov- 
ernment Accountability Office review on 
the financial impact of the Compact agree- 
ment. “There are now Micronesian popula- 
tions concentrated in several areas around 
the United States,” he said 

“So what’s going to happen, and I want peo- 
ple (in the FSM) to be aware, is that when 
this report comes out in nine months there’s 
going to be a problem of political reaction. 
We can guess what GAO’s findings are go- 
ing to be. There’s a very high impact and 
that’s going to trigger these states to want to 
respond in some way.” 

“Now is the time to start thinking (in the 
FSM) about what can be done,” Stayman 
implored. “Be proactive instead of reac- 
tive.” 

Edwards added, “Maybe you don’t want to 
do anything until the finding (by the GAO) 
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comes out but at least have some sort of rea- 
sonable and rational suggestions for after it 
does.” 

Stayman interjected, “Some things could be 
done sooner. One that we’ve been talking 
about is just getting better information. I 
think there are a lot of different claims and 
we’re trying to figure out what is and what 
isn’t working, what are the real costs and 
those are things we could get a better handle 
on,” Stayman said. 

He said that information and data collection 
on the number of FAS citizens is important. 
“The U.S. doesn’t gather very good infor- 
mation on our census. They (the census) 
lump all Asians and Pacific Islanders into 
one group, so that’s worthless. We can’t do 
anything with that.” 

According to an FSM press release, Stay- 
man and Edwards met, in the absence of 

FSM President Mori, with FSM Vice Presi- 
dent Alik Alik. They also met with FSM 
Congress Speaker Isaac V. Figir of Yap, 
Senators Dohsis Halbert of Pohnpei, Pali- 
knoa Welly of Kosrae, and Peter Christian, 

also of Pohnpei. 

They also had a joint meeting with the FSM 
Compact Review Committee: Chairmen 
and Director of the Office of Statistic, Bud- 

get, Overseas Development Management 
& Compact Management (SBOC) Fabian 
Nimea, Kosrae State Representative Tiser 
Reynolds, and Pohnpei State Representative 
Thlen Joseph. 

They held meetings with FSM Department of 
Health Services Acting Secretary Ben Jesse, 
Department of Education Secretary Casiano 
Shoniber, Department of Transportation, 
Communication & Infrastructure Secretary 
Francis Itimai, Project Management Unit 
Acting Program Manager Marcelino Ac- 

touka, Postmaster General Midion G. Neth, 
and FSM Telecommunications Corporation 
President/CEO Takuro Akinaga. 

They also met with Pohnpei State Governor 
John Ehsa. 

Stayman was intimately involved with de- 
tails surrounding the construction of the Nan 
Pil Power plant in 1986. He was involved 
again when the U.S. provided approximate- 
ly $1 million for the plant’s rehabilitation. 
Pohnpei Utility Corporation General Man- 
ager Feliciano Perman took Stayman and 
Edwards on a tour of the currently inopera- 
tive hydro power plant. 

They toured two Compact Infrastructure 
Grant funded school projects in Pohnpei 
and also met with Micronesia Conservation 
Trust Executive Director Willy Kostka on 
the subject of the recently-completed Bio- 
sphere Project in Pohnpei, which recognizes 
Ant Atoll as a biosphere reserve. 

Stayman said that the Five Year review 
process of the Compact is behind schedule. 
He anticipates that by this summer the U.S. 
Department of the Interior will submit the 
review of the accomplishments and chal- 
lenges of the first five years of the Compact 
agreement to the SENR, in the House of the 
Senate and the counterpart committee in the 
House of Representatives. 

He figured that since this is an election year 
those committees would be holding hear- 
ings at the beginning of the next Congress 
in the winter of next year.
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April 5, 2010 
The National Trade Facilitation Commit- 

tee (NTFC) has come together in Pohnpei 

for a one-day meeting to discuss some is- 

sues of critical importance for FSM and 

for the state governments. This will be 

the 3rd time the committee has met. The 

meeting kicked off at 8:45 AM on Friday 

April 1, 2010 at the Pohnpei State Small 

Business Development Center and was 

opened by Vice President Alik and Acting 

Secretary of the Department of Resources 

and Development (R&D), Mr. Marion 

Henry. 

At the opening, the Vice President, who 

was serving as the Chairman since the 

last meeting, welcomed the participants, 

who represented the members from each 

state’s committee on Trade and people 

from NGO’s and the Chuuk Chamber 

of Commerce. The Acting Secretary of 

R&D also gave opening remarks that fo- 

cused on the objectives for the meeting 

which are; to bring together members of 

the Committee to focus collectively on the 

implementation of the trade policy; to talk 

about investment and export development 

in the FSM; to discuss the establishment 

of the FSM Association of Chambers of 

Commerce; and to discuss the FSM’s par- 

ticipation in ongoing trade negotiations. 

Through the day’s discussions, the Acting 

Secretary hopes that the group can forge 

a way forward on such things as trade de- 
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velopment, income generation and con- 

servation of resources. 

The Vice President, as Chairman of the 

NTFC, then gave remarks that focused 

the group on the various issues that are 

relevant to the FSM Trade Policy and 

asked them to collectively consider and 

address some of the important challenges 

facing the economy, including measures 

to enhance investment in the services sec- 

tor, export development strategies to help 

reduce the current trade deficit, private 

sector development initiatives and ap- 

proaches to maximize FSM’s participa- 

tion in ongoing trade negotiations. The 

Vice President stated that FSM requires 

a more coordinated approach of all na- 

ait | ; 
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National Trade Facilitation Committee holds one day meeting in Pohnpei 
tional and state agencies in their dealing 

with trade and trade-related issues, espe- 

cially with regard to the FSM’s engage- 

ment with global and regional trade and 

investment opportunities. He urged the 

participants to carefully consider options 

to enhance the effectiveness of the NTFC 

and establish subcommittees to help de- 

liver out-of session decisions to support 

the implementation of the FSM’s trade 

policy objectives. 

Some of the expected outcomes of the 

meeting are anticipated to be: adopting 

modalities for NITFC’s out of sessions- 

meetings; adoption of the proposed stan- 

dardized definition of investment con- 

cepts, reporting format and timeframe; 

adoption of a pragmatic and realistic ap- 

proach for handling trade consultations 

with the US pursuant to Section 244 of the 

Amended Compact; adoption of reports 

for the PICTA_TIS survey; discussion and 

endorsement of a way forward for FSM’s 

involvement in the Economic Partnership 

Agreement (between PACPS and the EU) 

and PICTA (the Pacific Island Countries 

Trade Agreement) Negotiations. 

Mr. Steven George, Director of the Kosrae 

State Department of Resource & Econom- 

ic Affairs, was elected by the participants 

as the new Chairman of this 3rd meeting. 

A follow up press release will detail the 

actual outcomes of the meeting. 

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA 

DEVELOPMENT BANK 

CORPORATE OFFICE 

KOLONIA, POHNPEI, FM 96941 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
P.O. BOX M 

OPENING DATE: APRIL 08, 2010 CLOSING DATE: MaAy 08, 2010 

SUMMARY: 

POSITION: ACCOUNTANT, GRADE 4 

SALARY: $16,515.20 per annum, higher salary may be considered 

depending upon qualification 

Employee must have a good understanding of accounting principles and fundamentals and 

able to demonstrate this by having the ability to apply them in the context of the bank’s accounting processes; 

must have the ability to carry out instructions accurately; have good communications skills both written and ver- 

bal; highly proficient in computer use with some familiarity of account software; and ability to work with others. 

Detail information & application form can be obtained at FSM Development Bank Corporate Office, 

telephone number 320-2840/5300/2419 or email stevej@fsmdb.fm 
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With the submarina fiber cable laid between Pehnopai and Guam and going LIVE Apri 2010, FSMTC now 
undertakes bo reform its internet rates and also introduce brand new Intemet services 

The Board of Directors moton February 19,2010 and gave the new proposed Internet tants thoi provional approval 
pending general public comments and feedbacks. The proposed tantff will change Section 4 and 5 of the FSMTC Tanff 

WHAT'S NEWT 
INIGH SPEED BROADBAND INTERNET 

(7 

Expecting Better, Faster, Always on? HEFe it ile 

i 
® Global IP over Tl —- PREMIUM 
® Reduced Rates up to 83% for Global IP over T! Basic ; 
© Very lugh tut-rate Diystal Subserther Line or VDSL 

@ Business Asyuchronous Digital Subscriber Lane or Bussness ADS! 
© Home Asyochronous Dipiial Subwcaber Lime ot Rome ADSL 

® EDGE and GPRS Data Setysce on Cellular Services 

PROPOSED iSPEED SERVICES AND RATES — 

NAMI Downstream Upstream MRC" ss 4 

iSPEED VDSL . = 
VDSL-1024 1024 kbps 1024 kbps $1,274 00 
oc 2m A oa i arn WHAT’S CHANGING? 

Mises mel eles it hae. ai saat o0 ® New FASTER HIGH SPEED deibeated Iniernet access services 
VDSL-5120 4120 kbps 5120 kbps $0,370.00 wath much lower prices and myer m Section 5 — buterme! Servers 

VDSL-B144 Gl44kbps = 6144 kbps $7,644.00 ode died Ca] 
VDSL-/ 168 7168 kbps 168 kbps $8,918.00 diipo m ng te tr eae late 

, , Secnon vate Lines of [ 

RRSLEEE ae aus oe eee ® Remove and diecontume Visitor package dial-up Internet access 
BUSINESS ISPEED ADSL * Remove all dedicated Intemet accest services listed mi 

Business Starter 236 kbps cA kbps 5 400.00 Section 3 ~ Internet Services of the Tariff 
Business Basic 512 kbps 128 kbps $200, 
Business Standard 1024kbps 258 Kbps $3000) |  MHAIS MOF SHANSIAHS 
Business Promum 1024 kbps 612 kbps $475.00 ® Postpasd Dial-Up Internet 
‘Business Pro 1536 kbps 384 kbps $599.00 ® Prepaad Dial Up tnternet 
Business Elile 1536 kbps 768 kbps $718.00 © Prepaid WiFi 

HOME ISPEED ADSL GLOBAL IP over T1 Basic (Rates reduced up to 83%) 
Home Basic 256 kbps 64 kbps $35 00 
Home Standard 5 whan 120 ~ ll $45 00 NAME Transm Receive Existing Proposed 

Home Premium 1024 kbps 250 kbps $129.00 MRC MRC 
Home Elite 1596 kbps 384 kbps $194.00 Basic 128 128 kbps $1,910.00 $319.00 

Basic (92 192 kbps $2, 47000 SA7TB.M 
GLOBAL IP over T1 Premium Basit 250 256 kbps $3,430.00 $637.00 

Prennum 128 125 kbps 128 kbps $637.00 Rasic 904 oR4 kbps ‘$3,840 00 $055 90 

Prenmurn 192 192 kbps 192 kbps $955.00 Basic 512 512 kbps $4,310.00 $1,273.00 
Prenmnum 256 256 kbps 256 kbps $1,273.00 Basi: 7648 768 kbps new s19wo00 

-hemeryont-7)- ie: rn meme +n rr Busic 1024 1024 kb $12,930.00 $2,546.00 Pramium 512 512 kbps 51? kbps $2,545 00 ae 3980 256 Kae hati $3,183.00 
Premium 768 768 kbps 760 kbps $3,918 00 a - ' - eae 
Pramium 1024 1024 kbps 1024kbps $5,090.00 Basic 18991590 Khas __ $18,380.00 $3,819.00 
Pramurmn +280 1280 kbps 1280 kbps $6,363.00 
Pronmmum 1536 1536 kops 1536 kbps $7,635.00 Domestic Digital Lease Circuit (Rates reduced up to 68%) 

One-time Charges for Proposed Services NAME Transmit/Raceive peti i 

he aetna any Domeste 125 «128 kbps $3,760.00 $1,219.00 
Business ADSL Installation $24.00 ss Domest 256° 256 kbps sen AV USL Relocation 399.00 wy Domesec 512 8 5i7kbps «= S17,18000 §=—s $4,077.00 
Globe! (PL Instaltation $1,999.00 Recurring Domesia: 104 1024 kbps Si6. 640.1) $0745 10 

ALL SERVICES ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 

Copy of detailed propoced rates is available at your local Telecom offte and also on the corporation's website Fare Wwwitelesen fn ] 

By vietue of lithe 2) Chapter 2 Section 228 of the FSM code. FSI Telecommvunications Corporation 
wishes to invite commyett: from the meneral public on the new provisional service rates. 

Devdline for iceeping comment Wil be thirty (30) citys fram the posting of tn denouncement, Date pented: February 19, 2010 
Comments dieuld be achirencett to: 

FREDY PERMAN 
CUSTOMER CARE/MARKETING MANAGER 

mtc FSM Tolecormmunications Corporation, P.O. Box 1210, Polinge, FM 96944 
pl: (691) 320-2740 fax: (691) 320-2745 email: tartfficommentsitelecom fom 
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Lions Club and Habitat for Humanity celebrate the 

completion of what may become a pilot program 
By Bill Jaynes 

The Kaselehlie Press 

Pohnpei, Fs M—Pohnpei’s Governor Ehsa 

and dignitaries from the Pohnpei Lion’s 

Club met on March 22, in the “ballroom” 

of the new Pohnpei State Government 

Since June of 2000 Lions Clubs Interna- 

tional has provided grants for building 156 

homes in Australia, India, New Zealand, 

the Philippines, South Korea, Vanuatu, 

North and South America, Africa and Eu- 

rope. 

The two organizations faced several dif- 

ficulties and the learning curve was steep 

but according to their report now that 

those lessons have been learned the cur- 

rent project will be used as a pilot project 

for the island of Pohnpei and in the FSM. 

They hope that its success will result in 

other communities taking part in similar 

projects. 

Students from the College of Micronesia 

helped with some of the labor on the proj- 

ects which included: replacement of roof 

trusses, painting, installation of vinyl floor 

building to celebrate a clos- 

ing ceremony for the Pohnpei 

Lions Club and Habitat for 

Humanity Grant program. 

The Pohnpei Lions Club, 

District 204, and Habitat 

for Humanity (FSM) jointly 

sponsored the renovation of 

five houses in Pohnpei for 

families with disabled family 

members. The project was 

part of the Lions Club Inter- 

national and Habitat for Hu- 

manity International 3-year 

global partnership. The lo- 

cal organizations received 

$46,876 from the Lions Club 

International grants program. 

Pohnpei Lions club and Hab- 

itat for Humanity (FSM) pro- 

vided $15,000 in matching 

funds. 

tiles, upgrading of toi- 

let facilities, upgrade 

of doors and windows, 

electrical repairs, 

room extensions, sep- 

tic tank upgrading, 

and new or additional 

interior walls. 

Pohnpei Lion’s Club 

member Henry Tion- 

gco served as the en- 

gineer on the projects. 

After the formal por- 

tion of the meeting 

was concluded Lion’s 

Club members and 

some of the beneficia- 

ries of the home re- 

pairs joined Governor 

Ehsa for a photo op- 

portunity and a light 

lunch. 

~ Computer Networks International~ 

Computer Network Infrastructure Solutions 

Computer Sales & Training 
e IBM /SONY /TOSHIBA /APPLE-MAC 

Desktop and Laptop Systems 

Desktop Applications (Word, Excel, 
Publisher, PowerPoint, FrontPage and 

many more.... 

Office Productivity Workshops 

Practical “How —To—Topics” 

Database, Access, SQL, ASP, Net 

File Conversions from MAC to 

IBM-Compatible, and vice versa 

Scanning Services 

Adobe Photoshop Designing 

Networking 

Software Design & Development 
Land Database Reporting System 

Computerized Accounting, General Ledger 

Loan Management System - Credit Union Database 

Law Enforcement Database Development: Patrol, 

Administrative, Traffic, Investigative and Correctional 

Advance Automated Spreadsheets for Payroll, 
Inventory, Budget Preparation and much more... 

e Personnel and Labor Database Management 

Website Design & Development 
Website Training and Consultancy 

Marketing Consulting — Hosting & Maintenance 

Programming: HTML Dynamics — Database Website 

Create, Publish & Update Your website 

The best Data Recovery & Repair Technology in the FSM for your laptop and/or desktop 

Technical services & Computer Parts 
e FREE Checkup 

Repair, Upgrade & Data Recovery 

Remove viruses, spywares & other harmful software 

Safely clean and repair your Windows Registry 

Replace Laptop Parts: Video, LCD Unit, Battery, KB 

Gigabit Ethernet & Wireless Networking 
Installation, Setup & Configuration 

Interactive Database Networking 

Security & Administration 

Protocol Settings & Security 

Wireless installation & Configuration 

Registered with Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

Areas of Expertise: Database, Networking, Website Development and Computer Training Mu veee es 

Tel: (691) 320-2876/2685 — Fax: (691) 320-2831 E-mail: support@cnifsm.net 
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Federated States of Micronesia ® CHUUK Branch: (697! 330-226 7/2331 Fax (697) 330-2640 © POHNPE! Branete (597) 320-2550/2446 Fax (691) 320-2567 

PEOPLE'S BANK 

Maritenr FDIC 

bankofguam.com 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CONDITION 

(at December 31, 2009 / $ in thousands ) 

Assets Liabilities and Stockholders' Equity 
Liabilities: 

Cash and due from banks $25,748 Deposits: 

Non-interest bearing $213,292 
Federal funds sold “ Interest bearing 598,602 

Total deposits 811,894 
Interest bearing deposits with banks 20,588 

Total cash and cash equivalents 46,336 Accrued interest payable 418 

Interest bearing deposits with banks 6,150 Federal funds purchased 10,000 
Investment securities available for sale 238,198 FHLB advances 35,000 

Investment securities held to maturity 38,495 Other liabilities 2,365 

Federal Home Loan Bank stock, at cost 2,198 Total Liabilities 859,677 

Loans, net of allowance for loan losses 550,297 Commitments and contingencies - 

Accrued interest receivable 5,457 Stockholders' Equity: 

Common stock 1,820 

Premises and equipment, net 20,639 Additional paid-in capital 13,357 

Retained earnings 67,789 

Goodwill 783 Accumulated other comprehensive loss (1,781) 

Common stock in treasury, at cost (290) 

Other assets 32,019 Total Stockholders' Equity 80,895 
Total Assets 940,572 Total Liabilities and Stockholders' Equity $ 940,572 

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA BRANCHES 
STATEMENT OF CONDITION 

At December 31, 2009 / ($ in thousands) 

Assets Liabilities 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 996 Deposits: 

Non-interest bearing $ 20,655 

Loans, net of allowance for loan losses 14,555 Interest bearing 57,030 

Accrued interest receivable 49 Total deposits 77,685 

Premises and equipment, net 281 Accrued interest payable 65 

Other assets - Other liabilities 532 

Due from Headquarters 62,401 Commitments 2 

Total assets $ 78,282 Total liabilities $ 78,282 

STATEMENT OF INCOME 
Year ended December 31, 2009 / ($ in thousands) 

Interest income: 

Loans $ 1,230 

From related parties 85 

Total interest income ails 

Interest expense: 

Savings deposits 464 

Time deposits 208 

Total interest expense 672 

Net interest income 643 

Provision for loan losses 84 

Net interest income after provision for loan losses 559 

Non-interest income 

Service charges and fees 453 

Other income 253 

Total non-interest income 706 

Non-interest expense: 

Salaries and employee benefits 551 

Occupancy 207 

Furniture and equipment 54 

General, administrative and other 601 

Total non-interest expenses 1,413 

Net income (loss) $ (148) 
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Micronesia Leadership 

Development Program 
The Australian Federal Police through 

its Pacific Police Development Program 

(PPDP) and in partnership with the Aus- 

tralian Institute of Police Management 

(AIPM) will deliver a leadership Develop- 

ment Program for Micronesian police ser- 

vices over the next two and a half years. 

The delivery of this important strategy is 

an agreed outcome from the 2009 Pacific 

Islands Chiefs of Police annual meeting in 

Port Moresby. 

The coordinator of the PPDP Superintend 

Paul Breen stated that “the Leadership De- 

velopment Program” is a ground-breaking 

initiative for Micronesian police and rep- 

resents an exciting opportunity to engage 

in a range of activities designed to expose 

participants to various leadership models, 

critical thinking skills, change manage- 

ment and practical leadership and manage- 

ment tools to use in the workplace. 

The PPDP is the successor to the Austra- 

lian government's Pacific Regional Polic- 

ing Initiative which ended in 2009. The 

PPDP has two major goals: To increase 

the effectiveness of police services; and to 

increase community confidence in police. 

“We need officers who are able to effec- 

tively fill management roles at all levels in 

our organization, particularly those who are 

able to lead the organization into the future. 

Officers who can influence and implement 

change “said Commissioner George Lanwi 

of the Marshall Islands Police service. “ I 

am excited about this program because it is 

the first time my officers will be exposed 

to such a program designed specifically for 

our region”. 

The AIPM is a leading provider of lead- 

ership development skill and knowledge 

training for police and emergency services 

managers across the globe. The AIPM 

operates in partnership across the Pacific, 

North America, Asia and Europe. The 

AIMP is also familiar with policing chal- 

lenges in the Pacific region having deliv- 

ered leadership training to senior police 

from the Solomon Islands, Papua New 

Guinea, Vanuatu, Fiji, New Zealand and 

East Timor. 

The Executive Director of the AIMP Mr. 

Tom Rogers said “I am very excited by the 

prospect of partnering with the AFP Inter- 

national Deployment Group and the police 

agencies across Micronesia to build the 

leadership capacity of the various agencies. 

I look forward to seeing some outstanding 

results as a consequence of this innovative 

and collaborative initiative.” 

The LDP will commence with the execu- 

tive level workshops to be held in the Re- 

public of the Marshall Islands, the Federat- 

ed States of Micronesia including the four 

State Police services and the Republic of 

Palau in during the period 9-24 March. 

These executive level workshops will be 

followed by two regional leadership devel- 

opment programs for middle-ranking of- 

ficers representing all the police agencies. 

The leadership development programs will 

be held in Pohnpei in May and Koror in 

August. Additional regional programs are 

scheduled for July 2011 and March 2012. 

“A key part of this program is the ongoing 

assistance that will be provided by execu- 

tive mentors and advisers from the AFP and 

the AIPM to coach officers in their work 

environments” said Superintendent Breen. 

“This is not only validates the effective- 

ness of the program but more importantly, 

provides officers with real-time practical 

support in their workplace”. 

It is the first time Pohnpei hosted this kind 

of workshop that is specifically directed to 

the Executive Level Staffs especially the 

leaders in the Police Departments in the 

FSM. According to Chief Joe Roby in his 

closing remark, “he carefully selected the 

top key staffs that have known the future 

direction of the Department since the in- 

ception of Pacific Regional Policing Initia- 

tive PRPI in 2005 to attend this workshop”. 

Chief Roby further added, “that the con- 

tent, the way the workshop is designed and 

delivered enlighten himself in his capacity 

as a Chief of Police”. Chief Roby con- 

cluded in his remark, “that a good leader 

shall consider three important areas: lead- 

ership that is adaptable to change, leader- 

ship that is affordable and leadership that 

is dependable and trust”. 

Pohnpei State holds 27th annual 

Cultural Day along with the first 

FSM Culture & Traditions Day 
FSM Information Services 

April 7, 2010 

On Wednesday, March 31, 2010, Pohnpei 

State held it 27th annual Cultural Day Cel- 

ebration in conjunction with the first FSM 

Culture & Traditions Day, the newest FSM 

national holiday. The event took place at 

the Pohnpei State Sports and Recreation 

center near the Botanical Garden in Do- 

aroapoap, Nett. The theme for this year’s 

celebration was “Take Pride in the Splen- 

dor of our Unique Identity”. 

The day’s events included floats and cul- 

tural presentations, a presentation of essays 

from the Essay Contest winners, remarks 

from Pohnpei State Governor John Ehsa, a 

keynote address from Dr. Rufino Mauricio, 

the Director of the FSM National Archives 

of Historic and Cultural Preservation, fol- 

lowed by the Pohnpei Traditional Leaders 

Decree given by His Royal Highness, Sal- 

vador Iriarte, Iso Nahniken of Nett, lunch 

and then entertainments for the rest of the 

afternoon. 

In his keynote address, Dr. Mauricio stat- 

ed that he believes that each island of the 

FSM, as individual societal groups, have 

their own unique cultural traditions and 

practices that should be recognized and re- 

spected. Then he asked the crowd if they 

know what these traditions and practices 

are and the importance for having a Cul- 

tural and Traditions Day. 

Dr Mauricio went on to explain that in 

Pohnpei, the term soar, translated as iden- 

tity, has the connotation of something posi- 

tive, a quality to be admired, respected and 

followed. He mentioned that the perform- 

ing arts of the various island groups are 

often unique, meaningful, and very expres- 

sive of the charm and moods of the people 

of the FSM. He said that these performing 

arts identify who we are and informatively 

express the FSM’s pleasant, generous, and 

welcoming characteristics, and noted that 

much of FSM’s ancient histories are pre- 

served in our chants that are performed in 

dances. 

Finally, Dr. Mauricio gave his thanks to the 

President and to Congress for passing the 

recent law to create a new FSM National 

holiday for Culture and Traditions and con- 

gratulated Pohnpei State and the people of 

Pohnpei on the occasion of their 27th Cul- 

tural Day. 
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...Nine days at sea 
Continued from front page 

They turned southeast from Ant in the direc- 

tion of Black Coral, a tiny island located on 

Pohnpei’s southwest barrier reef. Approxi- 

mately half way between Ant and Black Coral 

they found a floating log. They soon caught 3 

Mahi Mahi’s and a Wahoo in its vicinity be- 

fore a storm blew in. The storm brought with 

it, clouds that completely obscured Pohnpei 

and soon the two fishermen did not know 

where they were. “All we could see was 

ocean,” Rayder said. 

They used up three of the four gas tanks they 

had brought with them searching for land un- 

til it was nearly dark. 

“T told my boy that we would have to put out 

a sea anchor and wait until morning,” David 

said. But the seas were rough and the anchor 

line snapped in the night. They filled one 

of the empty fuel containers with sea water 

and dropped it in but that line also eventually 

snapped. They waited for signs of a rescue 

as best they could until 10:00 in the morning 

and when nothing came they used the boat’s 

canopy to make a sail. The westerly winds 

took them in the direction of Chuuk, over 250 

miles away. 

On the night of the third day at sea, Rayder 

spotted three lights and thought they might 

be approaching an island. They started the 

engine and headed in the direction of the 

lights. Soon they could see that they were 

approaching a ship. “Ships have a red and 

green light as a navigational aid so that other 

ships know which direction they are head- 

ing,” David said. “But this ship didn’t have 

those lights.” He said that as they got closer 

to the ship the lights went off and it steamed 

away. Dejected, the two men killed the en- 

gine and continued to drift. 

“T don’t know what they were doing,” Da- 

vid said shaking his head, “probably stealing 

fish.” 

Dr. David relies on twice daily insulin shots 

to control his diabetes. He had a shot on the 

morning that he set out to go fishing. He 

left the rest of his insulin at home thinking 

he would be back in time for his next shot. 

Probably the fact that the two men had such a 

small amount of food available to them saved 

him from entering a diabetic coma. 

“T thank God that he did save us,” Dr. David 

said. “I really thought that we would die on 

the way.” 

The two men suffered from intense thirst. 

“T’ve never been that thirsty,” Rayder said, 

a bottle of water in his hand. “It was really 

scary.” 

Surprisingly, David was able to use informa- 

tion he had learned on a favorite television 

program to help them to survive. “It was 

something I heard on the show ‘Man versus 

Wild’ on the Discovery Channel,’ David 

said. “That guy was in the Sahara Desert.” 

They used a survival technique David learned 

about on that show in order to keep from dy- 

ing of thirst. 

They had cut thin slices of the yellow fin tuna 

they caught on the day of the tournament in 

order to air dry the meat and keep it from 

spoiling. They ate a couple of slices of the 

sashimi every day. “A booby bird landed on 

the motor one night. I caught it and | ate half 

of it,” David said. Oliver initially rejected the 

other half but by the next day he was hungry 

enough to eat the other half of the bird raw. 

They found a coconut floating in the ocean. 

Oliver husked it and they drank the liquid and 

ate the copra. 

“Tt was all we had all that time,” David said. 

“Some bits of fish, a raw sea bird, and that 

coconut, and not enough water.” 

The men found a large fish aggregating de- 

vice floating in the water with a radio beacon 

on it probably placed by a purse seiner fish- 

ing vessel. They made two or three circles 

around the device to see if fish would rise 

to their lures but they got no bites. They as- 

sumed that it had only recently been placed 

there and that it might be weeks before a 

purse seiner would return to it. 

They once again hoisted their make shift can- 

opy sail and the wind powered them on with 

their makeshift sail. 

“That canopy was really good,” David said. 

“We went really fast,” and usually in a west- 

erly direction though not always. One night 

the wind changed and took them back east 

again. 

“Maybe two nights before we found land it 

rained all night long,” David said. “It was 

a terrible storm and we took down our ‘sail’ 

and filled our water containers.” 

On the last day adrift David thought that his 

nephew was becoming confused because 

of hunger. When they awoke at 6:00 in the 

morning he told Oliver to put up the “sail.” 

Oliver initially refused. 

What Dr. David didn’t know was that while 

he slept during the storm it was Oliver who 

bailed the boat all night long. “I didn’t want 

to go back into another storm,” Oliver said, 

eyes wide. “We almost sank that night. Water 

was washing into the boat and rain was filling 

it up too. I didn’t want another storm.” 

“T wasn’t really too scared during the day 

time,” he said. “I was alright. But at night 

I was really scared. Scared like I never been 

scared.” 

“Tt was really cold at night,” said Dr. David. “I 

only had the t-shirt I was wearing and shorts.” 

He said that he was able to sleep until maybe 

midnight but after that it was just too cold. 

“We slept mostly during the day.” 

Oliver did put up the “sail,” that final morn- 

ing and Dr. David went to sleep. An hour 

later Oliver woke his uncle and pointed ex- 

citedly at an island. “We started the motor 

and headed towards it. We were really lucky 

it was high tide and we went right over the 

break water,” David said. 

The 

They circled the island looking for residents 

but they didn’t find any. Dr. David was bare- 

ly able to move by that point but his nephew 

was strong enough to go on shore and climb 

a coconut tree and get them some coconuts. 

“He was so strong,” David said. “I promised 

I would find him a job working on a fishing 

boat or something, maybe a purse seiner.” 

They still didn’t know where they were and 

there were no people around to help but there 

was another island approximately one mile 

further west and they used their fuel to get 

there. 

It was Kuttu, one of the islands of the Mort- 

locks region in the Federated States of Micro- 

nesia’s Chuuk State. 

“The people there were really friendly and 

helped us,” David said. “The Deputy Mayor 

took us in.” 

David had to be carried from the boat to the 

shore and the people of Kuttu produced a 

wheel chair. A pastor on the island gave them 

clothes. David and Oliver changed and ate 

and slept until someone woke them at 10:00 

in the morning and told them that Alex Tret- 

noff from Caroline Islands Airlines (CIA) in 

Pohnpei was already in the air to pick them 

up in the Mortlocks. 

The pastor who had given them clothes vol- 

unteered to take the two men to De, a neigh- 

boring island that David said was about as far 

away from Kuttu as Pakin is from the Pohn- 

pei Harbor, over 30 miles. Once again they 

climbed into the boat in which they had spent 

nine harrowing days and set to sea. “It was 

really scary,” David said. “It was a long way 

to De and it took a couple of hours.” But De 

was the closest island with an airstrip where 

Tretnoff could land. 

When they got there David told the pastor to 

take the boat. He didn’t want it anymore. He 

said that he’s never going out on the ocean 

again. 

It was Oliver’s first time to be in a small plane. 

“Tt felt funny in my stomach and it was scary 

so I just went to sleep,” he said with his palm 

on his stomach. 

The three arrived at the Pohnpei International 

Airport at just after 5:00 on Monday, April 9. 

Their nine day ordeal was finished. 

The parking lot of the Pohnpei Airport was 

nearly as full as it is when a Continental Mi- 

cronesia flight is scheduled to arrive and to 

depart. Public displays of affection are usu- 

ally frowned upon in Pohnpei but not on that 

day. The two sunburned and exhausted men 

were inundated with unabashed hugs and 

kisses from their loved ones who swarmed 

the SUV that carried them from the airport to 

Dr. David’s home in Nanpohnmal. 

Dais Lorrin who handles Pohnpei’s emergen- 

cy responses was also at the airport. He said 

that Tretnoff had been in the air searching for 

the lost men as often as he could be. 

Dr. David said that neither he nor his nephew 

ever heard any of the search planes. 

Lorrin early on notified the US Coast Guard 

which sent a C-130 from Hawaii to aid with 
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air searches. Lorrin said that the USCG was 

only able to participate for three days due to 

mechanical difficulties with the plane. He 

said that the USCG in Guam does not have 

the type of aircraft that would be needed for 

an air search. 

A resident who returned to Pohnpei from the 

U.S. on the day that David and Oliver found 

Kuttu said that sometime in the last 20 to 30 

minutes before his flight was scheduled to 

land in Pohnpei, the pilot of the Continental 

Micronesia Airlines asked passengers to look 

out the windows of the plane. The pilot told 

them about the missing fishermen and flew 

much lower than normal in the hope that one 

of the passengers might spot them. The pilot 

was unaware that the men had already landed 

in Kuttu. 

The incident has sparked some self exami- 

nation within the Pohnpei Fishing Club. 

An email campaign amongst members and 

former members of the club spawned a de- 

termination to review safety regulations for 

fishermen involved in tournaments. At least 

one marketing manager for a company that 

sponsors tournaments for the club said that 

his company was concerned about the issue 

as well. Future sponsorship might depend on 

what action the club takes. 

Rayder Oliver said, “I want to tell people 

who fish everyday, or even just sometimes 

that they need to carry things with them that 

we didn’t have. We didn’t have any flare 

gun. They need to carry a lot more water,” 

he said. 

Family members gathered for a party on 

Saturday evening, April 10 and Dr. David’s 

home to celebrate their triumphant return. 

Travel 
Servicing the islands 
and abroad since 1980! 
Providing your domestic 
and international flight 

arrangements. 
For your flights, hotels & 
car rentals, please call us at 

Tel: 691) 320-2777 
Fax (691) 320-5375 
or email us at 

villagetravel@mail.fm 

P.O. Box 339 

Kolonia Pohnpei, 

FM 96941 
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By Martin Mix 

The Kaselehlie Press 

Taxation is where law and economics re- 

ally come together to affect our lives. Taxa- 
tion affects our lives because it affects the 

prices we pay for everything we buy in the 
store and how much money is taken away 

from us in business taxes and income tax- 

es. 

The only reason we have taxes in the FSM 

and on Pohnpei is to raise money for our 
governments to use. The US compact 

funds are decreasing. We need to increase 
taxes if we want to maintain the same level 

of government services. 

The most important thing about our taxa- 
tion system is that it should be efficient. 

Our taxes should be: 

1. Easy for the taxpayer to prepare 
2. Easy for the government to monitor 

3. Difficult for the taxpayer to avoid 

The value added tax was first started in 
1954 in France. The value added tax is 

very good for countries with a lot of busi- 
nesses that make things. We don’t make 

things. 
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ECONOMICS AND THE LAW 
VALUE ADDED TAX 

The FSM Constitution limits the national 

governments taxing power to taxes on im- 

ports and taxes on income. 

The value added tax is a sales tax. Because 
it is a sales tax, and not a tax on imports 

or income, it will be the exclusive respon- 
sibility of the state government to collect 

this tax unless an amendment to the FSM 
Constitution is passed. 

Almost all of our taxes come from the sale 

of imported goods. Import taxes, sales 
taxes, sur taxes and the Gross Revenue Tax 

all depend on merchandise sales. Almost 
all of our merchandise sales are sales of 

imported merchandise. We manufacture 
almost nothing. 

The FSM tax advisory group says we can 

do away with import taxes if we adopt the 
VAT along with changes to the GRT and 

the personal income tax. 

The money we receive as foreign aid is 

much larger than the taxes we raise lo- 

cally. 

These are all facts. What follows 

are my opinions. 

Countries that export want to keep import 
taxes as low as possible so their merchan- 

dise can compete with local merchandise. 

All taxes paid by businesses go into the 
price paid by the customer. The customer 

doesn’t care what kind of taxes he is pay- 
ing, All the customer cares about is the 

price of the merchandise. 

We should adopt the value added tax only 
if our foreign aid will be decreased if we do 

not adopt this tax. 

The easiest way to collect taxes on mer- 
chandise is by collecting all of the taxes 

when the merchandise first comes in. This 
tax would be divided between the national 

government and the state government. It is 

almost impossible to cheat using this sys- 

tem. 

This kind of tax is not acceptable to coun- 

tries that export or the development banks 

which these countries finance such as the 

Letter to the Editor 

Solidarity as a motivator? 

World Bank and the Asian Development 
Bank. 

This is one reason why the World Bank ad- 

vocated a VAT for the FSM the last time. 

The VAT will be more difficult for the 
taxpayer to comply with. It will cost the 

government more to monitor. It will allow 
more opportunities for not paying. 

If we are going to change our taxation sys- 

tem we should change it to the system that 
is easiest to work with, both for the taxpay- 

er and the government. 

However, if any major source of foreign 
aid says we must pass the VAT then we 

will pass the VAT if we need the foreign aid 
more than we need an efficient tax system. 

I favor the proposals to change the gross 

revenue tax to a net income tax and I fa- 
vor the proposed changes in the personal 

income tax. I do not favor the VAT. It is 

harder to comply with, harder to monitor 

and easier to avoid. 

Dear Editor, 

How much of a hurry are we in? (Martin 

Mix’s article in Volume 10, Issue #8, dated 

March 17,2010) Well, usually not very much, 

really. Unless, of course, if concerned citi- 

zens banded together to submit a petition to 

the Governor’s office complaining about the 

snail pace of a certain contract. 

Case in point. The boys and girls dormitories 

at Pics High School, that house students from 

the outer islands, were contracted out to two 

different contractors for renovation. Work on 

the boys dormitory, contracted out to a lo- 

cal contractor, began two weeks earlier than 

the girls dormitory. The girls dormitory was 

said to be contracted out to a foreign contrac- 

tor. As it turned out the girls dormitory was 

completed way earlier than that of the boys 

dormitory. 

While the snail pace of renovation on the 

boys dormitory continued, some 50 relatives 

and friends, who had been hosting the outer 

islands students as “guardians” since early 

August of 2009, submitted a petition to the 

Office of the Governor. The first of the four 

findings in the petition reads: 

WHEREAS, we, the undersigned guardians 

of the high school students from the outer is- 

lands of Pohnpei wish to register that since 

the TTPI administration, the students from 

the outer islands of Pohnpei were provided 

housing accommodation, daily meals and 

other support services by the government un- 

til this new administration, “Pohnpei Met”, 

under the leadership of Governor Ehsa... The 

second reads: WHEREAS, we, the under- 

signed guardians of the high school students 

from the outer islands of Pohnpei wish to 

register that this new administration, “Pohn- 

pei Met”, has failed to provide the same for 

the outer students and have obligated us the 

burden to care for them... 

A meeting was held at 3 in the afternoon of 

February 22, 2010, at the PICS auditorium 

to discuss the petition. More than 100 guard- 

ians of the outer island students, staff of the 

Department of Education, including Direc- 

tor Villazon, Chief of Secondary Education 

Solpisio Salvator, PICS Principal Pernis 

Diopulos, PICS teachers, house parents and 

cooks. Several heated complaints were raised 

by guardians, which the Education staff pa- 

tiently rebutted. 

In the end, Lt. Governor Churchill Edward, 

who organized the meeting, calmed every- 

one down by announcing that the dormitories 

would be opened to the outer islands students 

the very next day. A tour of the dormitories 

was carried out after the meeting, and sure 

enough the work on the boys dormitory was 

just being completed. 

So there you have it, Mr. Mat Mix. People’s 

power can sometimes change the pace of 

things. Yet I wonder. In light of the appar- 

ent lack of genuine initiative on the part of 

elected representatives 

of outer island people 

of Pohnpei at local, 

state and national lev- 

els, can a petition on 

the slow pace of repair 

on MS Micro Glory, or 

the lack thereof, be as 

effective? 

Herson Anson 

Letters to the Editor do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions 

of the Editor, the Board of the 

Kaselehlie Press or its advertis- 

ers. Your letter qualifies for 

publication if it does not violate 

the principals of free speech 
which do not allow for defama- 

tion of individuals. Letters to the 

Editor may be edited and each 

one requires that a verifiable 

name is available for attribution. 

Send your letters for 
publication 

to email address: 
kpress@mail.fm 

or by post to: 

The Kaselehlie Press 
P.O. Box 2222 

Pohnpei, FM 96941 

BAYLINER BOAT FOR SALE 

175 hp Yamaha + 

15 hp Yamaha engines, 

Double axle trailer, 

tanks, ladder and more 

TROPHY brand center console - 20 feet 
Price: $ 7,000 

320-4153/ 

921-1364 

(evening/weekends) 
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President Mori Submits $53 Million Proposed Budget for FY 

2011 to Congress 
FSM Information Services 

April 9, 2010 
(Office of SBOC) On April 1, 2010, Vice 

President Alik Alik, on behalf of President 

Emanuel Mori, transmitted to Congress a 

$53 Million Proposed Budget of the FSM 

National Government for Fiscal Year 2011. 

Of the total, $39 million will come from do- 

mestic revenue and $14 million from other 

sources, including Compact grants and oth- 

er foreign aids. 

Ina very detailed 10-page transmit- 

tal letter, the President noted that the budget 

“lies at the heart of our efforts to manage 

the overall national economy. Individuals, 

communities, businesses and the state gov- 

ermments rely on the national government 

for critical services and functions — from 

helping to create employment and income 

opportunities to financing the education of 

their children, to ensuring that all citizens 

have access to affordable and sustainable 

retirement programs and health insurance, 

to protecting the environment and public 

safety.” 

The President further indicated 

that the FY 2011 budget proposal calls for 

major reforms by shifting the overall focus 

and resource allocation from general opera- 

tions and taking serious actions on issues 

that have been neglected for far too long, 

such as capital formation through invest- 

ment in private sector development and hu- 

man capital, physical infrastructure, as well 

as long-term savings and investment. The 

President also noted that the 2011 Budget 

continues to move the National Govern- 

ment towards a performance budgeting for- 

mat, which will focus decision-making on 

actual performance. 

While holding operational expen- 

ditures to a slight increase, the budget pro- 

poses a $14.60 million investment in capital 

and human resources development for FY 

2011, an increase of $3.67 million or 34% 

over the current FY 10 budget. The bud- 

get also proposes a $9.49 million budget for 

‘grants, subsidies and contributions’, an in- 

crease of $4.16 million, or 78%, over the FY 

2010 level of $5.33 million. 
Top funding priorities in the FY 

2011 budget include: $5.14 million for 

the College of Micronesia — FSM; $4.91 

million for capital improvement programs; 

$2.0 million to subsidize and strengthen the 

FSM Social Security program; $1.5 million 
to capitalize the FSM Trust Fund; $1.5 mil- 
lion to finance the Scholarship Fund; $1.0 

million to develop financial institutions, 

$600,000 to assist non-public schools, and 

$500,000 to capitalize a new National Em- 

ployee Pension Plan. 

The Operations Budget of 

$28,949,713 for the three branches (Execu- 

tive, Legislative, and Judiciary), the Pub- 

lic Auditor’s Office, all national agencies, 

boards and commissions represents a 7% 

increase or approximately $1.9 million over 

the Fiscal Year 2010 operations budget. 

As in the past, the proposed bud- 

get represents a balanced budget, matching 

$53,044,445 in projected revenues to the 

proposed total expenditure of $53,044,445. 

The projected revenues for FY 2011 were 

conservatively estimated after a careful 

The 

analysis of audited financial statements since 

2006, and the actual and revised projections 

for 2009 and 2010, to ensure a strong finan- 

cial base for the coming fiscal year. The 

forecast also took into account outlook of 

the economy for the next two years. 

In anticipation of the huge task of 

finalizing this budget for the coming year, 
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the President expressed his appreciation to 

Speaker Figir and the Members of Con- 

gress, and stated, “I am once again seeking 

your cooperation to work together to reach 

agreement on an appropriate level of re- 

source allocation that provides for essential 

government services, and one that our citi- 

zens and stakeholders deserve.” 

Micronesia Red Cross hosted partnership 

meetings with international delegates 

Micronesia Red Cross Society 

From 15th to 20th March 2010, the Micro- 

nesia Red Cross Society (MRCS) hosted 
a group of international visitors from the 
Red Cross Red Crescent Movement for a 
series of partnership meetings. The joint- 
mission included Ms. Aurélia Balpe, Inter- 
national Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) Head of Re- 
gional Office in the Pacific, Mr. Jean-Luc 
Metzker, International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) Head of Regional Del- 
egation in the Pacific, Ms. Kathleen Walsh, 

Manager for Pacific Programmes from the 
Australian Red Cross and Mr. John Hirsh, 

Executive Director of American Red Cross 
Northern Mariana Islands Chapter. 

According to Ms. Sizue G. Yoma, Execu- 

tive Director of MRCS, “this joint-visit 
was a first for MRCS as it included inter- 
national representatives from the different 

components of the Red Cross Red Crescent 
Movement. 

Through these meetings, we were able to 

give our partners a better understanding of 
our organisation and operations in FSM, 
and together, identified existing gaps in our 
programmes and areas for improvement, 
especially in building the capacity of our 
chapters in Pohnpei, Kosrae, Chuuk and 
Yap and making them stronger. MRCS is 
part of a large global network and we in- 
tend to draw from the vast experience, 
knowledge and resources of the network in 
forging the road ahead. 
In moving forward, MRCS is resolved to 
do more, do better and reach further in 
meeting the needs of vulnerable commu- 
nities. Together with our board members, 
volunteers, staff and partners, we were 

able to make some concrete decisions on 
the way forward for our programmes and 
partnerships. We would like to improve 
our engagement with local communities, 
with the aim of contributing to more resil- 
ient communities by expanding our exist- 
ing programmes and developing new ones 
in other focus areas in both Pohnpei and 

Kosrae. We will also be focussing on de- 

See “ MRCS” on back page 

K-Press Perspective - Editorial 
Dr. Aminis David is one of my 

heroes. It was about six years ago that my 

son was in the Pohnpei State Hospital with 

a throat infection that threatened to close his 

throat down completely. The staff doctors 

admirably did the best they could but finally 

called Dr. David to help them. He made the 

right diagnosis and recommended the proper 

treatment that essentially saved my son’s life. 

I never met him then but for obvious reasons 

he has a special place in my heart and I will 

never forget him 

Many people in Pohnpei have simi- 

lar stories about Dr. David’s kind and expert 

medical care. His was the first face that some 

people saw when they entered the world. 

Rayder Oliver (who is also a Suzu- 

ki) is one of my youngest son’s good friends. 

They’ve known each other for several years. 

While Rayder and Dr. David were 

lost at sea for nine days, they were not the 

only people who suffered. People who know, 

love, and respect both of those men had their 

own times of desperation. Some of us may 

even have suffered a bit of guilt because we 

were able to get into our cars and drive to our 

homes, have dinner with our families and 

sleep in our own beds. Meanwhile, Rayder 

and Dr. David were suffering in a way that 

those of us who have never had to go through 

that kind of ordeal can not come close to 

imagining. 

It rankles me no end to know that 

they could have been safe six days earlier than 

they were. They could have been spared the 

ravages of ocean storms, and ocean sun, and 

ocean thirst but instead, some bloodthirsty, 

scum sucking, profiteer decided that it would 

be too much trouble to help them and instead 

hid in the darkness and turned away. 

I grow tired of writing articles that 

include these words: “Instead of rescuing the 

drifters the ship steamed away.” 

What kind of a heartless scum-of- 

the-earth individual turns away from a des- 

perate, possibly dying human being lost at 

sea? 

After they do, do they whistle or 

hum to themselves as they saunter back to 

their bunk? Do they give the matter a second 

thought or do they toss and turn for weeks 

knowing that what they did was not only 

wrong but despicable? 

A person who would do that is prob- 

ably the same kind of person who cruises the 

FSM EEZ breaking every fisheries law they 

can because there’s money in it and the risk 

is worth it as far as they’re concerned; “local 

population be damned.” Maybe they figure 

that the tuna in our waters is not ours, because 

after all, the fish are just traveling through. 

They don’t live here. 

Please pardon my hubris at using 

the possessive tense. The FSM has come to 

be MY home too. It’s the home of people I 

laugh with and sometimes cry witth and care 

for. I have spent over 20% of my life here 

and this is my home. 

Fisheries lawbreakers in the FSM 

give me wild ideas. For instance, maybe the 

FSM Marine Surveillance vessels should be 

equipped with torpedoes. Then if a vessel re- 

fuses to be boarded, never mind a shot over 

their bow. They could just put two in their 

hull and steam away. 

Any ship that knowingly leaves 

people stranded in the ocean should automat- 

ically get two, maybe four torpedoes in the 

hull on sight. Shoot first take names later. 

Is ita bit harsh? Yeah, it is; but so is 

knowingly leaving defenseless good people 

to drift. Who are they to decide whether they 

should live or die? 

What if people came to their homes 

and burned their crops and stole their liveli- 

hoods and left them hungry and defenseless? 

Isn’t that what they do when they come here 

and break what few fisheries laws we do 

have? 

A friend of mine had a good idea. 

He suggested that if a vessel is caught break- 

ing the fisheries laws in the FSM maybe we 

should automatically offload all of their fuel 

so we can use it in the Marine Surveillance 

vessels or, if the fuel isn’t the nght kind may- 

be we could use it to power the generators for 

our electricity needs. 

Then if our prosecutors don’t suc- 

ceed in their efforts to seize lawbreaking fish- 

ing vessels and “their’’ catch, when those ves- 

sels leave to go home they would be forced to 

buy a brand new load of fuel from us. 

So, mister important ship’s captain, 

what if your purse seiner went down and you 

were hanging on to a piece of flotsam desper- 

ate for rescue and one of your competitors left 

you to desiccate in the sun, to starve, maybe 

to drown, or to be eaten by sharks? What 

would you think then? How desperate would 

you be? 

You are a parasite, Mister law- 

breaker, nothing more, nothing less. Fish the 

FSM waters but do it by the rules. Pay for 

the privilege of fishing in one of the last great 

tuna fisheries of the world. 

You make plenty of money from 

your fish. We make squat. What? It’s not 

good enough? You have to steal the fish too? 

If you follow the rules, the next time 

someone comes floating by your vessel you 

won’t have to do one of the most despicable 

things a person can do; turn your back on a 

desperate fellow human being. 

Dr. Aminis David and Rayder Oli- 

ver did not deserve to be left at sea. Who- 

ever you are that steamed away from them in 

the night, I for one, want to see justice done 

where you are concerned. I wish a similar 

fate for you. 

Bill Jaynes 

Managing Editor
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Crossword - A Lot! 
ACROSS DOWN 

8 10 771 112 113 
1. Baja rahs 1. AMPAS award 

5. Stamps 2. Strand 14 15 16 

10. Pts. and qts. 3. Had 

14. Cap-_ 4. Grad. class 17 iA Te) 

15. Trash 5. Bat a gnat 

16. Sand 6. Mansard part Pla) 24 92 123 

17. Jazz fans 7. Stat 

18. “Halt, salt!” 8. AF rank 24 25 26 27 28 |29 
19. Blvds. and rds. 9.___trap 

20. Map abbr. 10. Match 30 31 2 33 {34 35 
21. Plan part 11. D.C. Cab star 

22. Tarzan’s pal 12. Draw 36 (37 [38 393 0 
24. “Walk away” ~—«:13. AL and WA 
26. Warms 21. Pants part a1 > 143 44 

30. Small flap 23. “Rats!” 

32. Las Palmas cash 25. Catchall abbr. 45 46 7 48 

35. RSVP part 27. MTMs 

36. Cash back 28. Lama’s land 49 i) 51 

39. Latch 29. Smacks 

40. Jazz gp. 31. Start 52 53 54 55 {56 |5/ 
41. Track path 32. Standard and | 

42. Bad lad’s grab 33. Naval grad 58 59 60 61 {62 3 
44. Bawl 34. Snach 

45. Ran 36. Play parts 54 5 166 67 168 69 

46. Charlatan 37. Match 

47. Warns 38. Pass 70 FF 79 

49. Change and 43.___ bran 
50. Aardvark snacks 44. Small dam 73 7 13 

51. Garland 46. Catch 

52. Harsh 48. Slant 

54. Warmth 53. Rana 10K 

58. Flap 55. Lama 

60. Nana 56. Chan man ay 

63. Baba 57. Wash 

“a il =e — Is all this solving making you hungry? Then treat yourself to a nice meal at 

69. Dash : 60. Scams your favorite RESTAURANT. The 38 terms in this puzzle are all associated. 

70. 24-Karat 61. Nap with dining out. 

71.G 62. Mars - , 

79. oe a4. ¥ claw MEATBRENNIDAVO BOOTH MAITRE D’ 

73. Marsh grass 65. Cast MGRRGPUOSILVER Recast MAAS 
74. ADAs and TAs 66. Wrath Yo | B F MEAT 

9. 911 abbr. YACASHIERUIPBE CASHES. MUSIC 
CHECK NAPKIN 

DRINKTSEDSSLA COFFEE ORDER 

LEVCCSAILIBKITN COOK PLATE 

‘ COURSE RESTAURANT 
UYRHEKNUDOMSCG 

CUISINE SALAD 

— - NPFPETFPCNRYEERY DINNER SEAFOOD 

; CNSAILSILTACEEU DISH SERVICE 
; DRINK SILVER 

7 4 HOSALADFFONRTN ENTREE SOUP 

- HTFKPTMOUYFTIE FARE SPECIAL 

CSOFCEOREGANAM FISH TABLE 
HOSTESS TRAY 

LOITOEDSMNOREWM KITCHEN UNIFORM 

CVLFBEGRKCEHCP) LUNCH WAITER 

Solutions in Next Issue - Solutions in Next Issue - Previous Solution on Next Page 
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Congress invites President 

Mori to give State of the 

Nation Address in May 

FSM Information Services 

April 1, 2010 

During the Third Special Ses- 

sion of the 16th FSM Congress, 

Floor Leader, Senator Joe Suka, 

submitted a Resolution to in- 

vite President Mori to address 

the people and the Members of 

Congress on the state of the na- 

tion during the Fourth Regular 

Session of the 16th Congress, 

which begins May 10, 2010. 

In the FSM Constitution, article 

X, Section 3(b), there is a pro- 

vision that the President shall 

make an annual report to Con- 

gress on the state of the nation. 

Although this has not happened 

during every presidential admin- 

istration, this will be President 

Mori’s third address in three 

years of office. 

The Congress adopted this res- 

olution on March 26, 2010. A 

copy of this Resolution, No. 16- 

76, has yet to be posted on the 

Congress website, www.fsm- 

congress.fm, but is expected to 

be posted shortly. 
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President Mori nominates Associate 

Justice Yinug for Chief Justice 

FSM Information Services 

March 30, 2010 

During the recent Third Special Session of the 16th 

Congress, President Mori transmitted a nomination 

for Associate Justice Martin G. Yinug for the posi- 

tion of Chief Justice of the FSM Supreme Court. In 

the transmittal letter, the President described the As- 

sociate Justice as “one of our own who is well ac- 

quainted in law and possesses extensive background 

and experience in law.” He mentioned that Associ- 

ate Justice Yinug has been serving on the bench for 

nearly 19 years and has contributed to the develop- 

ment of the national’s ever growing legal jurispru- 

dence. The President said that he has confidence that 

Justice Yinug is well suited to serve as this nation’s 

Chief Justice. 

President Mori formally offered the 

nomination for the position of Chief Jus- 

tice to Associate Justice Yinug through 

correspondence, and then, while attend- 

ing Yap Day this year, he received a 

written reply from Yinug to accept the 

nomination. 

During the Third Special Session, the 

16th Congress received the nomination 

and the Committee on Judiciary & Gov- 

ernment Operation, led by Chairman 

Peter Sitan, has decided to hold pub- 

lic hearings in the four states in order 

to make an informed report back to the 

Congress during the next regular ses- 

sion in May, 2010. 

ANOTHER CLASSIC 

LIMERICK BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

TRASHBUSTERS 
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PLEASE HELP KEEP POHNPEI ISLAND 

CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL 

CALL @& 320-3868 or 320-5058 
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Community BULLETIN BoOaRoD 
. Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Wednesday at Cantero Hall at the 

Roman Catholic Vicariate office at 7:00 p.m. Publiowelcome. For details, call 320- 

8365. 

. Pohnpei Lions Club meets monthly every 4th Tuesday at China Star 

Restaurant at 6:30 p.m. Public Welcome. 

° The Christian Ministerial Association of Pohnpei meets the third Wednesday 

of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Cantero Hall at the Roman Catholic vicariate office, 

* Devotions every Sunday 9:30 a.m. at the Bahai Center in Dolonier. For 

details, call 320-2182. 

* Habitat for Humanity Pohnpei holds their meetings every Tuesday from 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Sei Restaurant. 

. Soccer practice/games at PICS field Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 5:30 p.m. 

Everyone welcome. 

° The Rotary Club of Pohnpei holds its weekly meetings Thursdays at 12:15 

p.m. at PCR Nantehlik. 

* St John’s Catholic Church in Kosrae conducts services every Sunday at 

9:30 a.m. For further information, call 370-3240 or 370-3209. 

. FANGO holds its monthly Issue Based Dialogue (IBD) on the last 

Wednesday of each Month at the Sei Restaurant at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. The 

public is welcome. 

. The Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon holds its weekly meetings every 

Wednesday at 12:00 Noon at the High Tides Restaurant. You are welcome to attend 

and can contact us at: - rotarycluboftruklagoon@yahoo.com 

. Pacific Mission Fellowship - A Bible-based English Worship Service Invites 

you to join us on Sundays for worship at 9am - 11am, Children’s Church for the kids 

too!. Call: 320-2496 

. Ultimate Frisbee pick-up game every Tuesday 5:45pm at the Spanish 

Wall. All levels welcome! Call 320.2439 for more details 

The Community Bulletin is a free message 

board exclusive to announcements. To post 

your announcements to The Kaselehlie Press: 

P. 0. Box 2222 phone to: (691) 320-6547 
Pohnpei, FM 96941 email to: kpress@mail.fm 
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FSM Food Summit Discusses Food Security Issues Including Local 

Food Production and Consumption 
By Dr. Lois Englberger 

Island Food Community of Pohnpei 

Over 60 delegates attended the Federated 

States of Micronesia (FSM) Food Summit 

on March 29 to April 1, 2010, in Kolonia, 

Pohnpei, with representation by all four 

states, and a broad range of governmental 

and non-governmental organizations. 

The meeting was planned as a part of the 

preparations for the Regional Pacific Food 

Summit, which will be held in Vanuatu, 

April 21-23, 2010. 
Preparations for the FSM Food Summit 

were made by an inter-agency FSM Food 

Summit Steering Committee, with Mr. 

Moses Pretrick from the FSM Department 

of Health and Social Affairs, as its Chair- 

man, and overall leadership provided by 

the FSM Department of Health and Social 

Affairs and the FSM Department of Re- 

sources and Development. 

The Hon. Marion Henry, Acting Secretary, 

FSM Department of Resources and De- 

velopment, stated in his Keynote Address 

that “food security is not just a health or 

agriculture issue, it is cross-cutting.” He 

pointed out the importance of a food secu- 

rity policy but also that we “need to keep 

it simple”. 

Participants enjoyed the local foods served at 

the FSM Food Summit. Here pictured are 

the local foods served on local plates, made 

from banana stems 

He described a recommendation of FSM 

President Mori, that all government-sup- 

ported workshops should serve primarily 

local food, for both economic and health 

reasons. This would support local farmers 

and local economies. Local food, rich in 

vitamins, minerals and fiber, is particularly 

healthy and helps protect against over- 

weight and obesity, due to its high fiber 

content. Overweight and obesity are ma- 

jor contributing factors to many diseases, 

in particular diabetes, heart disease, can- 

Astronomical Tide Prediction 
April 14 through April 27, 2009 

FSM Poop SUMMIT 
MARCH 29-APeR 4 BOW 

FCHNET. FEDERATED STATES OF MHL ONE RA 

Theme Partworahip tor Food Security ie the FSa” 

Participants in the FSM Food Summit, held in Kolonia, Pohnpei, FSM from March 29 to April 

1, 2010 pose for group photo 

cer and other non-communicable diseases, 

which are now at epidemic proportions 

throughout FSM. 

Presentations included those by the FSM 

Department of Resources and Develop- 

ment, Department of Health and Social Af- 

fairs, Department of Foreign Affairs, Office 

of Environment and Emergency Manage- 

ment, Department of Transportation and 

Infrastructure, College of Micronesia-FSM 

Cooperative Extension Services, Island 

Food Community of Pohnpei, Secretariat 

of the Pacific Community, and the World 

Health Organization-Fiji Office. The top- 

ics discussed included: food security as re- 

lated to land resources; marine resources; 

trade and imported food; food security and 

ment; education and research; access to 

transportation and infrastructure, attitudes 

and knowledge related to behavior change 

and production and consumption of local 

food. 

The meeting kept to its “WALK THE 

TALK” principles with delicious local food 

refreshments and lunches. On the second 

meeting day, the refreshments were also 

served on local “plates”, banana stems and 

plates woven from coconut. How beautiful, 

and also good for the environment , along 

with decreasing the use of non-degradable 

plastics and Styrofoam. 

Thanks are extended to the World Health 

Organization and the FSM Government for 

the major funds for the meeting. 
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health; climate change and the environ- 

Pohnpei Farmers Association 

Holds Training on Priority Crops 

and Sustainable Agriculture 
Mona J. Tara 

Island Food Community of Pohnpei 

On March 18-19, 2010, farmers from all over Pohnpei attended a Pohnpei Farmers As- 

sociation (PFA) training on Priority Crops and Sustainable Agriculture as held at the new 

Pohnpei State Administration conference room. Over 122 participants attended the 2-day 

workshop. 

The PFA chairman of the PFA welcomed everyone to the workshop. The workshop 

topics were the effect of agricultural production on our environment, different soil types, 

appropriate cultivation techniques for these different soil types, Agro forestry systems 

and how it functions in relations to sustainable agriculture practices for small island ag- 

riculture, imports vs. exports, using local feed stuff to reduce feed cost, integrated pest 

management, nitrogen fixing trees, wind break trees as wind break, contour farming, 

mulching, using local plants for treatment of livestock, health benefits and values of local 

food, composting, crop production practices and plant propagation techniques. 

Farmers were happy to attend this training. An exciting part of the training was the “Go 

Local” lunch which had no rice, provided by the Island Food Community of Pohnpei 

through the Global Environment Facility Small Grant Program. The FSM Resources and 

Development office also provided lunch for this training. 

Thanks are given to the Governor’s office for providing the venue, College of Micronesia 

(COM)-FSM-Cooperative Extension Services, Conservation Society of Pohnpei, USDA- 

Natural Resources Conservation Services, The Nature Conservation and the Island Food 

Community of Pohnpei for facilitating the workshop along with the office of economic 

Affairs and the Pohnpei Farmers Association of Pohnpei.
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New Public Law makes changes to Caroline Islands Air Corporation 
FSM Information Services 

March 29, 2010 

Back in January of 2010, the FSM Congress 

Committee on Transportation and Communi- 

cation, led by Chairman Dion Neth, held pub- 

lic hearings in Yap State on three bills, one of 

them being a bill to nationalize the Caroline 

Islands Air (CIA) Corporation. From these 

meetings, Congressional Act No. 16-25 was 

born. This is an Act to further amend Public 

Law No. 10-72, which originally set up the 

CIA Corporation back in December of 1997. 

This Act amends Sections 6, 7, 8, and 9 relat- 

ing to the composition, organization, terms 

and vacancies of the Board of Directors of the 

CIA Corporation. 

For Section 6, Board of Directors — Composi- 

tion, the original Public Law, as amended by 

Public Law 10-103, set the Board at five mem- 

bers including the FSM Secretary of Transpor- 

tation, Communication & Infrastructure, or 

his designee, and all the other members of the 

Board were appointed by the President. The 

new public law states that the Board shall be 

composed of five voting members and one ex 

officio non-voting member (the chief execu- 

tive officer of the Corporation). For the voting 

members, the national government will repre- 

sented with one member and each state will 

have one member. All appointments to the 

Board shall be made by the President of the 

FSM with the advice and consent of Congress, 

and the appointment of any State representa- 

The 

tive to the Board shall be upon the recommen- 

dation to the President by the Governor of the 

pertinent state. 

The changes to Section 7, Board of Directors — 

Organizational meeting, deleted a subsection 

that required the appointed Board members to 

randomly select the length of their initial terms, 

with three members serving initial terms of 

one year, and two serving initial terms of two 

years. This subsection is not found in the new 

law. 

In Section 8, Board of Directors — Terms of 

office and Term limitations, clarifies that terms 

of office shall all be for a period of three years 

and shall be staggered so that not more than 

two of the five terms can expire in one year. 

National Campus 

MOVIE NIGHT 
Join 

The College of Micronesia & The U.S. Embassy 

for a screening of 

“THE PAPER” 
78 minutes, produced in 2007 by Aaron Matthews, distributed by Icarus Films 

The documentary film THE PAPER, goes inside the newsroom revealing the drama of deadline 

journalism. But this is not a big-city newspaper. It is The Daily Collegian, the newspaper published 
by students at Pennsylvania State University (better known as Penn State). In the course of one crisis- 
filled year the students face crashing deadlines, ethical dilemmas, doubts and disagreements, all at the 

same time they are handling course work, homework and exams. 

THE PAPER explores the journalists of tomorrow wrestling with today's media questions. Do you lure 

newspaper readers by entertaining them or by offering them hard news? What is the media's 
responsibility to serve the public interest in all its diversity? This film addresses these questions in a 
story that interweaves the drama of pressure-cooker journalism with the idealism of youth. 

THE PAPER is a revealing portrait of young Penn State journalists whose disillusionment and 
determination are shaping the news of tomorrow. 

With Guest Speaker 

Bill Jaynes 
Managing Editor, The Kaselehlie Press 

4-6 PM 
Library - mitc 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16™ 

Pohnpei Campus 

Admission: FREE 

Saturday, April 17" 

Gymnasium 
6-8 PM 

April 14 - April 27, 2010 

Kaselehlie Press 

This new Section 8 also states that the rights 

and powers of a member whose term has ex- 

pired shall remain in effect until the first meet- 

ing of the Board following the appointment of 

that member’s successor, and this interim pe- 

riod shall not last for more than one year after 

his or her terms has expired. 

Finally, changes to Section 9 — Board of Di- 

rectors —Vacancies, give 90 days, instead of 

60 days, for the chairman or the presiding of- 

ficer of the Board to notify the President and 

the Governor of the state represented, of an 

impending vacancy on the Board, prior to the 

expiration of the term of a member, or resigna- 

tion or death. 

In his transmittal letter to Congress, President 

Mori stated that it is his hope that the changes 

in the national law will result in an efficient 

operation of the corporation and it can, in turn, 

translate into safe and more reliable air service 

for the nation. President Mori signed this Act 

into Public Law 16-26, and a copy of the law 

can be found on the FSM Congress website at 

www.fsmcongress.fm. 

.. MRCS 
Continued from page 12 

veloping the Chuuk chapter in the next few 
months.” 

Ms. Aurélia Balpe said, “IFRC is com- 

mitted to supporting MRCS to scale up its 
work with vulnerable people in ways that 
are adaptable and relevant to local needs. 
The Red Cross promotes development by 
preventing and reducing the underlying 
causes of vulnerability.” 

Mr. Jean-Luc Metzker added, “as repre- 

sentatives of the Red Cross Red Crescent 
Movement, we also visited several govern- 
ment officials including the Secretary of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Secretary of 
the Department of Justice, Secretary of the 

Department of Health and Social Affairs, 
as well as to the Speaker for Congress of 
the FSM and Governor of Pohnpei. 

We discussed topics relating to MRCS’ le- 
gal base, the national society’s programme 
priorities, as well as the government’s com- 
mitment towards International Humanitari- 
an Law. Government support is critical for 
facilitating the Movement’s initiatives in 
meeting the needs of vulnerable people in 
FSM, and we are pleased by the local gov- 
ernment’s support and positive response to 
the Movement’s initiatives.” 

The joint-mission also visited MRCS chap- 
ters in Kosrae and Chuuk. 

For more information and to arrange inter- 
views, please contact: 

Ms. Sizue G. Yoma, Executive Director, 

Micronesia Red Cross Society 
Tel: +(691) 320 7077/8700 
Email: mres@mail.fm 

The International Federation of Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Societies and the Interna- 

tional Committee of the Red Cross together 
constitute the International Red Cross and 

Red Crescent Movement. www.ifrc.org


