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The United States has not resolved most of its Continental Shelf boundaries with other =i * S ro 
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states. The lines on this map are only approximate, and they do not necessarily reflect the 
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positions or views of the United States with respect to those boundaries. Sources of data for X< 

the boundaries and the resource information shown on the map are enumerated below. 
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1. An indication of the possible extent of the U. S. exclusive economic zone under the Draft >< 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (Informal Text), Geneva, 1980, is given by the U. S. Fisheries 
Conservation Zone. The limits of this zone were set forth in the Federal Register on March 7, 
1977, v. 42, no. 44, p. 12937-12940. Successive notices in the Federal Register have corrected 

errors or made modifications to the original notice: v. 42, no. 92, May 12, 1977, p. 24134; v. 43, -“ 

no. 7, January 11, 1978, p. 1658-1659; v. 43, no. 42, March 2, 1978, p, 8606; v. 44, no. 244, G, 

December 18, 1979, p. 74956. Oo 
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2. A hypothetical limit of the continental margin north of Alaska was determined by applying 
Article 76 of the Draft Convention on the Law of the Sea (Informal Text), Geneva, 1980, and OS 
using U. S. Geological Survey data. The U. S. Atlantic Draft Convention Line is taken from # 
United Nations Map A/CONF.62/C.2/L.98/ADD.1 (undated). As more scientific information is 
accumulated, these limits, where they extend beyond 200 n mi (nautical miles), may be found to 
extend farther seaward than the lines shown on this map. x< 

3. The estimates of undiscovered recoverable resources of conventionally producible oil and gas 
on the U. S. Continental Shelf and Slope are taken from Dolton and others (1981). Detailed 
estimates from that report are summarized on this map as barrels of oil equivalent (BOE). For >< 

conversion purposes we used 6,000 ft” of gas as equivalent to 1 bbl of oil. 
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4. The study areas constitute the Maritime Boundary Regions in the Gulf of Mexico and 
offshore southern California; they have been appraised in two reports edited by Powers (1981a, 
b). These appraisals are not included in the estimates of shelf and slope resources given on this 
map. 

5. The locations of natural-gas hydrates are replotted primarily from Kvenvolden and “05 A 
McMenamin (1980) and Dillon and others (1980). These occurrences suggest the presence of re, 
potential unconventional energy resources—either the hydrates themselves or gas trapped below 
these hydrates. =) 

6. Locations of hard-mineral occurrences on the U. S. continental margin are replotted from 
Manheim and Hess (1981). 
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7. The location of the Clarion-Clipperton Manganese Nodule Province, a possible area for deep *~ <6 

seabed mining, is from McKelvey and others (1979). vee a Continental Shelf—O-200m deprh 
3 e 2 
Q 8. Manganese-nodule occurrences in the central Pacific region are discussed in McKelvey and K 

Wright (1980). 
& 

9. The mineral resources of U. S. possessions in the Pacific and the U. S. Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands were reviewed by Joshua I. Tracey, Jr. (unpub. data, 1979), He concluded that no 
offshore mineral occurrences of economic interest are known at this time, but that possible A 

mineral resources include sand and gravel, phosphate or phosphorite, precious coral or black oF 

coral, and, in deep water, manganese crusts or nodules and associated metals. ae 

a y 
REFERENCES CITED . A - LOE KRSFELE 

W
N
 

Titanium 
ay 

AS
S Continental Slope—200-2,500m 

depth e 
e
t
 

9 
e
e
e
e
e
t
*
 

.) Area aving resources or resource 

Gas hydrates potential-Commodity is indicated 
jppt oa 

Dillon, W. P., Grow, J. A., Paull, C. K., 1980, Unconventional gas hydrate seals may trap gas %0 3? 

off southeast U. S.: Oil and Gas Journal, v. 78, no. 1, p. 124-130. © + a 

Dolton, G. L., Carlson, K. H., Charpentier, R. R., Coury, A. B., Crovelli, R. A., Frezon, S. E., ° ae 

Khan A. S., Kister, J. H., MeMullin, R. H., Pike, R. S., Powers, R. B., Scott, E. W., and wer bre 4 a Gas hyd rates + 
Varnes, K. L., 1981, Estimates of undiscovered recoverable resources of conventionally a 

producible oil and gas in the United States—a summary: U. S. Geological Survey Open-File ie 

Report 81-192, 18 p. 
Kvenvolden, K. A., and McMenamin, M. A., 1980, Hydrates of natural gas—A review of their 

geologic occurrence: U.S. Geological Survey Circular 825, 11 p. 
Menheim, F. T., and Hess, H. D., 1981, Hard mineral resources around the U. S. continental 

margin: 13th Annual Offshore Technology Conference, Houston, May 4-7, 1981, 
Proceedings, Paper OTC 4131, v. 4, p. 129-138. 

McKelvey, V. E., Wright, Nancy A., and Rowland, R. W., 1979, Manganese nodule resources in 
the northeastern equatorial Pacific, in Bischoff, J. L., and Piper, D. Z., Marine geology 
and oceanography of the Pacific Manganese Nodule Province: New York, Plenum Press, p. 
747-762. 

McKelvey, V. E., and Wright, N. A., 1980, Metal content of manganese nodules in part of the 
southeastern equatorial Pacifie: U.S, Geological Survey Open-File Report 80-373, 24 p. 

Powers, R. B., ed., 1981a, Geologic framework, petroleum potential, petroleum-resource 
estimates, environmental hazards, and deep-water drilling technology of the Maritime 
Boundary Region, offshore Southern California Borderland: U. S. Geological Survey Open- 

File Report 81-264, 102 p. 
1981b, Geologic framework, petroleum potential, petroleum-resource estimates, mineral 

and geothermal resources, geologic hazards, and deep-water drilling technology of the 
Maritime Boundary Region in the Gulf of Mexico: U. S. Geological Survey Open-File 
Report 81-265, 218 p. 30 

° 

Atlantic Coast 

= Shelf 2.5 billion BOE © 
ee . Slope 6.7 billion BOE 

S
0
0
 

Titanium 

‘ 

Gas hydrates xX 

S
R
N
 

W
N
 

LA
N “ ae Phosphorite ea: 

Pacific Coast — : 

as ved 

Shelf 1.8 billion BOE 

Slope 3.0 billion BOE 

S
A
A
R
R
E
e
 

a 3 # — a 
Phosphorite 
Manganese pavement 

Manganese nodules 

Gulf of Mexico 

Shelf 12.5 billion BOE gpa 

_ Slope 7.0 billion BOE. 2 ot 

\ 8 

a ee 

OC ‘ é wig i + Midway \ 

Puerto Rico — 

: | Islands J ! | xs 
osphorite }) > . Virgin Islands aL ie 4c = Pe Study area ‘ : 

eo , 

né Wake Island 1 5. te! ae ‘ 

oo ee - awaii) + 

: | | 4 nar ‘ L ee | 

‘4 | Ps ai. [ Island x J 

2 ~— ee pe Northern eae @ . _ ane ier i 

\ 
. , _Islands ae 

/ i eer 
7 oe 4. a = go | east 

: | = ‘ + == 
va 0f Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands A tae 

( | Palmyra Atoll- "4 

: J Kingman Reef 1 
—_—~ 

‘ a Manganese nodule ~ —— 

erton Manganese Nodule Province 

‘(not U.S. Territory) i 
aes 08 oes f Cg 20 get! 

a toes 
ra Nat ee Nay e Manganese nodule potential 

potential - 2 . Howland and 

[ y Baker Islands | Se = 

4 — -|- ( oe = ng - + 5g - apt : : : 

°
 

+
 

+
 bi ame ; 

a 

. . ~* 
American \ 

a Samoa 
aes =f aps — 8 

a. . * d 
100 

° o 

a - + ae as ah 

sigs : \ \ | | | | l l 
120° 130° 20° 140° 150° 160° 170°E 180° 170°W ° ° 

Base from American Association of Petroleum Geologists, 1978 - : fe lee SCALE a G. a 130° 120° 110° 100° 200 90° 80° 70° 60° 50” 

Geographic map of the Circum-Pacifie region, Pacific Basin 500 ) 500 1000 1500 2000 KILOMETERS 

Os. ae 0 500 1000 MILES 

a a : ‘ ie) 500 1000 NAUTICAL MILES 

Lambert Azimuthal Equal Area Projection 

(Map center point: Equator, 160° W.) 

A COMPILATION OF SUBSEA ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES OF THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING ITS POSSESSIONS AND TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
y 

INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL : ) VAG ‘ , 

: 7 — 3 : B : : : , 

AL SURVEY, RESTON, VA.—1982, REPRINTED, 1983 

For sale by Branch of Distribution, U.S. Geological Survey, oO : & 

200 South Eads Street, Arlington, VA 22202, and 

Box 25286, Federal Center, Denver, CO 80225


