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Aplonis kittlitzi kurodai, subsp. nov.

♂ ad. (type of subspecies). Very similer to Aplonais kittlitzi kittlitri 

(FINSCH & HARTLAUB) from Kusaie (Ualan), Ponape, Truk (Buk, 
Hogolu) and Wolea (Ulie, Oleai) in Caroline Islands, more especially by 

the higher bill; distinguished from it by much longer dimensions of ex-

posed culmen and wing. Total length of body 232mm., exposed cut-
men 26mm., depth of bill at base 10.5mm., wing 128mm., tail 89mm., 

32.5mm.
The type specimen from Yap Island, one of the western Caroline 

Islands: June 22, 1919. It was collected by myself, and preserved in 

my collection (sp. no. 268).

Other specimens of the subspecies examined measure:-



(2)

Remarks. The figures in gothic type are according to dried specimens.

Differential  measurements of the typical  subspecies  and  the  new

subspecies may  be tabulated  as follows:•\

•õ mark is an  exception.

It seems probable that the distribution of this new form is restricted

to Yap Is., in the western group of Caroline Islands and the Saipan Is .,

one of the Marianne chain.
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Dr. Ernst J. O. Hartert stated that the length of wing in males

from the island of Guam measures 118-131 mm. (usually 125-128mm .);

the birds from the island of Saipan have higher bill and wings measure

122-133 mm; these two birds can not be separated from each other

even subspecifically. The birds from Pelew and from Ruk Islands have

a trifle shorter wing. Wiglesworth also found that the difference be-

tween the western and eastern birds are as follows:

" Examples from Uap are bigger than those of Ualan, but are other-

wise similar."

It was with Mr. N. Kuroda's help that enabled me to do this work

for which my best thanks are due. It is with pleasure that I dedicate

the subspecies in honor of him.


