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Wyden'’s account suggests how many of the planners were contemp-
tuous of Cubans and other Latin Americans; he touches briefly on the
cultural blindness of these planners. “American policy-makers suffer from
it chronically. They tend to underestimate grossly the capabilities and
determination of people who committed the sin of not having been born
Americans” (p. 326). It can be wished that Wyden had expanded on this
theme.

Perhaps the most important part of Wyden’s chronicle is his long
interview with Castro concerning the invasion. It is the first time the
Cuban leader has talked extensively about his perception of the event.
Woven throughout Wyden’s account are Castro’s observations about the
whole Bay of Pigs incident. This, in itself, makes Wyden’s book a most
important addition to the long list of titles on the Bay of Pigs fiasco.

The Christian Science Monitor JAMES NELSON GOODSELL
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The Spanish Lake. By O. H. K. SPATE. Minneapolis: University of Min-
nesota Press, 1979. Maps. Illustrations. Notes. Index. Pp. xxiv, 372.
Cloth. $39.50.

Professor Spate’s book is the first installment of what promises to be
a multivolume work. It is a history of the Pacific Ocean in the sixteenth
century; of the Pacific, not of the Pacific peoples, a distinction that—as
the author explains—accounts for its Eurocentric emphasis. The exis-
tence of the Pacific as a separate and finite ocean was a European dis-
covery. No one but Europeans had any obvious motive for crossing it,
and so far as the written record is a guide, no one but Europeans, until
recent times, ever deliberately tried. All the early attempts to establish
contact across the ocean were the result of Iberian or Ibero-American
initiative. Magellan’s voyage at once made the Pacific a theater of Eu-
ropean power conflict. Direct voyages from Spain to the East Indies, it
is true, produced little result, and some were disasters. More promising,
and more to the purpose of this journal, were the voyages made from the
Pacific harbors of Spanish America; and among them, not so much the
heroic madness of Mendana and Quirds, as the sober self-interested plan-
ning of Miguel Lopez de Legazpi, the meterological intuition of Andrés
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de Urdaneta, and the professional skill of Luiz Vaez de Torres. These
Iberian explorers began the process whereby the biggest blank on the
map became a nexus of global commercial and strategic relations; and
this process is the theme of Professor Spate’s work.

The book is based on secondary sources and on printed collections of
documents, inevitably, in view of the immensity of the theme. It is none
the worse for that. Not all that is found outside archives is insignificant;
not all that is found in manuscripts really matters. Professor Spate mar-
shalls his sources comprehensively, discusses them with acute critical
judgment, and presents his findings with elegance and wit. Particularly
useful (and readable) are the chapters on “The Silver Tide,” and “Seville
and the Pacific,” which deal with Spanish commercial shipping in the
Pacific, including the Manila-Mexico trade (on the whole, a neglected
topic among historians of Latin America). The penultimate chapter, on
Drake’s Pacific incursion, is an admirable critique of the recent (and
voluminous) literature on that controversial topic. Due regard is paid
throughout—as befits the history of an ocean—to oceanographical and
meteorological considerations. There are occasional slips: a reference, for
example, to the 1600 edition of Hakluyt's Principall Navigations (p. 249)
and a description of Pedro Pizarro, the chronicler, as Francisco’s brother
(p. 308); but these are minor matters. In general, Professor Spate’s book
is worthy of its theme. It is to be hoped that successor volumes on later
Pacific history will follow in due course.

Harvard University J. H. PARRY

Espana en Extremo Oriente, Filipinas, China, Japdn: Presencia francis-
cana, 1578-1978. Edited by VicTor SANCHEZ and CAYETANO S.
FuerTEs. Madrid: Editorial Cisneros, 1979. Maps. Illustrations.
Notes. Appendixes. Index. Pp. xiv, 671. Paper.

Fourteen scholars treat various aspects of Franciscan missionary ac-
tivity in the Far East over the past four centuries. Four of the studies
concern the Philippines, two discuss Japan, three deal with the Chinese
missions, and the rest touch on a combination of topics. The treatment
includes tables, maps, new approaches, and methods to allow comparison
over one or more centuries or also of the very different settings offered
by the geographic scope of the book.

The essays are printed in Spanish, Portuguese, English, and Italian,
and many contain Latin references. An additional linguistic contribution
is the vocabulary in Tagalog from the Lilly Library in Bloomington.



