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R I C M  NIXOF.ItS A N T I - I M P E A M  W A I G N :  

m 1 c A t s  PARADISE LOST 

BERNARD BROCK* 
JAMES F. KLUMPP** 

On t h e  evening of  Apr i l  29,  1974, i n  a na t iona l  ra- 
d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  appeal f o r  publ ic  judgment of  h i s  
innocence, Richard Nixon announced t h e  r e l e a s e  of  Water- 
ga te- re la ted  t r a n s c r i p t s  of  tapes  subpoened by t h e  House 
Jud ic ia ry  Committee. This pub l i c  appeal represented a 
dramatic r eve r sa l  i n  h i s  r ecen t  approach t o  h i s  a n t i -  
impeachment campaign--a s e r i e s  of  pseudo-events t h a t  in-  
d i r e c t l y  addressed Watergate by d iscuss ing non-Watergate 
i ssues .  Daily i n  t h e  media t h e  American pub l i c  heard 
and read snippets  of Nixon's pos i t ions  on world peace, 
t h e  Middle East ,  and t h e  energy c r i s i s  a s  he appeared be- 
f o r  favorable audiences i n  Houston, Chicago, Europe, Ohio, 
and Miss iss ippi  using a s t r a t e g y  he hoped would maintain 
h i s  pos i t ion  a s  a s t rong leader.  H i s  campaign t r i p  t o  
Michigan i n  support of  James Spar l ing ' s  candidacy i n  
Michigan's Eighth Congressional D i s t r i c t  provided him 
with a pe r fec t  opportunity t o  confront Watergate d i r e c t -  
l y ,  but  ins tead  he chose another  pseudo-event--a hur r i ed  
motorcade through r u r a l  a r e a s  with favorable audiences, 
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where he made only a few s h o r t  comments on h i s  policy 
goals .  The Republicans l o s t  i n  Michigan's Eighth Con- 
g ress iona l  D i s t r i c t .  

On t h e  occasion of t h i s  Apri l  29th speech the  
Michigan l o s s  and t h e  deadline f o r  forty-two taped pres- 
i d e n t i a l  conversations, along with a s e r i e s  of c i r c m -  
s tances  t h a t  increased publ ic  doubt, combined t o  th rea ten  
impea~hment. This c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  speech w i l l  explore 
t h e  nature  and assess  t h e  ef fec t iveness  of Nilton's re- 
sponse t o  t h e  chain of r e l a t e d  events t h a t  was weaving 
a shroud of impeachment around t h e  President;  it w i l l  fo- 
cus on t h e  quest ion,  "To what ex ten t  can he reverse  t h e  
impeachment process t h a t  has already been s e t  i n  motion?" 

THE RHETORICAL PROBLEM: EMERGENCE OF THE 
WATERGATE DEFENSE 

The quest ion of impeachment centered around th ree  
separa te  judgments : t h e  j u d i c i a l  judgments of  Nixon's 
g u i l t  o r  innocence, t h e  q u a l i t y  and ef fec t iveness  of  
Nixon's leadership  of t h e  American people, and t h e  poli-  
t i c a l  importance of Nixon's Presidency t o  those i n  Con- 
g ress  who would formally judge him. By t rac ing  t h e  de- 
velopment of these  t h r e e  judgments we can see  how Water- 
ga te  esca la ted  from a caper t o  an incident ,  t o  a scan- 
d a l ,  t o  a conspiracy, and f o r  some, t o  p o l i t i c a l  warfare. 

The o r i g i n a l  pressure  on the  President  was judic ia l .  . 
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The Watergate seven, caught and convicted of the  Water- 
ga te  burglary,  had been employed by h i s  re-elect ion cam- 
paign committee. When James McCord dramatical ly r e -  
versed himself and agreed t o  t e s t i f y  before Judge John 
S i r i c a ' s  grand jury, t h e  process began t h a t  r a i sed  doubts 
about the  Pres ident ' s  involvement i n  a coverup of t h e  
Watergbte conspiracy. N'ixon's l ega l  response t o  t h e  ju- 
d i c i a l  aspects  of  Watergate was t o  r e s t r i c t  inrornat ion 
a s  much a s  poss ib le  i n  t h e  name of "separation of powers," 
"executive p r iv i l ege , "  and "conf ident ia l i ty  of Presiden- 
t i a l  conversations." A t  t h e  same time, however, h i s  
s t r a tegy  was t o  d i v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  quest ion of h i s  
g u i l t  by publ ic ly  arguing 1) t h a t  he was a powerful lea- 
der  who had received a mandate from t h e  people t o  solve 
America's problems by implementing the  p o l i c i e s  of h i s  
administrat ion and 2 )  t h a t  t h e  pub l ic ' s  w i l l  should not 
be f r u s t r a t e d  by concern with Watergate. This s t r a tegy  
appeared i n  h i s  Apri l ,  1973, Watergate Address. The 
weakness i n  it was t h a t  he t r e a t e d  a j u d i c i a l  problem of 
publ ic  leadership  and d id  not  provide a concrete response 
t o  t h e  l e g a l  aspects .  

After  McCord's break from t h e  ranks, Nixon's popu- 
l a r i t y  continued t o  drop, and Nixon's c r e d i b i l i t y  s l ipped 
fur ther .  Apparently h i s  s t r a tegy  was f a i l i n g .  When 
Nixon's leadership  populari ty plummeted t o  a low of 26% 
j u s t  a f t e r  the  Senate Watergate Hearing t h a t  fea tured 
John Dean's testimony, Nixon responded with a s e r i e s  of 
pseudo-events coupled with the  argument t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of 
Watergate he was s t i l l  a powerful na t ional  and p o l i t i c a l  
leader.  Even though t h i s  s t r a tegy  a t  times r a i s e d - h i s  
popular i ty  i n  t h e  p o l l s  from f i v e  t o  t en  po in t s ,  it d id  
not  succeed i n  dramatical ly reversing t h e  low publ ic  
r a t i n g s ,  nor d id  t h e  s t r a tegy  resppnd t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  ju- 
d i c i a l  problem which esca la ted  f u r t h e r  when seven of h i s  
c l o s e s t  a ides  were indic ted .  

A t  about t h e  same time, t h e  Saturday Night Massacre-- 
t h e  f i r i n g  of Cox and t h e  res ignat ions  of Richardson and 
Ruckelhaus--deepened t h e  sense of coverup and legit imized 
demands f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  impeachment. Nixon responded 
t o  t h e  deepening c r i s i s  i n  t h e  House by emphasizing h i s  
t i e s  with favorable segments of Congress, bu t  with t h e  
l o s s  of severa l  spec ia l  Congressional e l ec t ions  i n  t r a -  
d i t i o n a l l y  Republican strongholds, the  p o l i t i c a l  pressure  
diminished i n  impact. The negative response of  the  
public t o  Nixon's e f f o r t  t o  provide leaders hi^ and the  
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need o f  r e g u l a r  Republicans t o  d i s s o c i a t e  themselves 
from Nixon c rea t ed  a f u r t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  problem f o r  him. 
H i s  s t r a t e g i c  response i n  Michigan, where he faced  
t h e  i s s u e ,  was t o  s t a g e  a pseudo-event t h a t  would 
demonstrate t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Pres ident  had po- 
l i t i c a l  c l o u t  t h a t  could e l e c t  Republicans. But with 
t h e  l o s s  i n  Michigan it became dramat ica l ly  ev iden t  t h a t  
bokh h i s  l eade r sh ip  and p o l i t i c a l  t rea tments  of  Watergate 
had f a i l e d ,  and s o  t h e  chances o f  impeachmgnt became more 
l i k e l y .  I n  t h e  f ace  of t hese  e s c a l a t i n g  events  and the  
impeachment t h r e a t ,  Nixon reversed  himself and addressed 
d i r e c t l y  t h e  j u d i c i a l  t h r e a t  o f  Watergate. 

N o t  only was Nixon's s t r a t e g i c  s h i f t  dramatic ,  b u t  
i n  add i t ion  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  what was probably h i s  most 
e f f e c t i v e  Watergate Address was dramatic.  Ce r t a in ly  t h e  
a c q u i t t a l  o f  John Mitchel l  and Maurice Stans on t h e  pre- 
v ious  day and t h e  subpoena deadl ine  on t h e  fol lowing day 
added t o  the  dramatic  expecta t ions  of  t he  audience. The 
drama was heightened 1) by the  t a l l  s t a c k s  of documents 
which t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  camera d isp layed  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  
and 2 )  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  announcement t h a t  he would re-  
l e a s e  them n o t  only  t o  t h e  Jud ic i a ry  Committee b u t  a l s o  
t o  t h e  publ ic .  F i n a l l y ,  Nixon at tempted t o  climax t h e  
dramatic expecta t ions  o f  the  audience by a s s e r t i n g ,  "The 
m a t e r i a l s  I make p u b l i c  tomorrow w i l l  provide a l l  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  evidence needed t o  g e t  Watergate behind us,  
and g e t  it behind us  now. " 

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS: A MOMENT I N  THE 
WATERGATE DEFENSE 

I n  a sense Nixon had come f u l l  c i r c l e .  The leader-  
s h i p  argument had f a i l e d .  The p o l i t i c a l  argument had 
f a i l e d .  And on Apr i l  29th,  1974, he faced  t h e  j u d i c i a l  
argument head-on; his s t r a t e g y  w a s  t o  d ismiss  it and 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  l eade r sh ip  argument. The audience w a s  t h e  
American p u b l i c ,  which Speaker of  t h e  House Car l  Alber t  
noted w a s  a s t r a n g e  audience f o r  Nixon t o  ask  t o  r e so lve  
j u d i c i a l  ques t ions .  The theme "We must p u t  Watergate 
behind us" echoed the  theme o f  t h e  Apr i l ,  1973, speech. 
Yet i n  t h i s  Apr i l ,  1974, speech he had t o  address  d i r e c t -  
l y  h i s  g u i l t  o r  innocence and not  simply wish it away. 

We be l i eve  t h a t  h i s  s t r a t e g y  t o  s h i f t  focus again 
from t h e  j u d i c i a l  ques t ion  t o  t h e  problem of l e a d e r s h i p  
i s  b e s t  understood i f  it is viewed i n  t h e  framework of  



Nixon's sense of personal sacr i f ice :  he would give up 
h i s  privacy t o  cleanse the ev i l  of the Watergate a f f a i r ;  
and thereby he would res tore  h i s  leadership and turn 
America toward the achievement of her goals and aspira- 
t ions.  

MY GRAND SACRIFICE 

In the f i r s t  major section of the  address which we 
w i l l  describe a s  "my grand sacr i f ice , "  Nixon faced the 
judicial  th rea t  d i rec t ly  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  r e s t r i c t  Water- 
gate and t o  preclude an expansion t o  impeachment. H i s  
s trategy was t o  amplify h i s  ac t  of surrendering the tapes 
in to  a great  personal sacr i f ice .  

The personal tone was established with the opening 
words, " I  have asked fo r  t h i s  time tonight i n  order t o  
announce my answer t o  the  House Judiciary Committee's sub- 
poena fo r  additional Watergate tapes." This personal 
tone was maintained by h i s  using the f i r s t  person pro- 
noun fourteen times i n  the  f i r s t  three paragraphs alone. 

Having placed h i s  behavior i n  the context of person- 
a l  actions,  Nixon turned t o  the  de t a i l s  of the re lease 
of the t ranscr ipt  t o  the  Comnittee. Of course, he made 
no d i r ec t  reference t o  the  fac t  t h a t  t h i s  ac t  f e l l  short  
of the subpoena's order, and he probably f e l t  the  posi- 
t i v e  context would prevent the  audience from immediately 
making a negative judgment. Not relying on t h i s  strategy 
alone, he explained t h a t  Chairman Rodino and the ranking 
minority member, Congressman Hutchinson, could val idate  
the t ranscr ip t s  againstthe actual  tapes, and then Nixon 
drew the  conclusion fo r  t he  audience, " I  believe t h i s  
arrangement i s  f a i r  and appropriate." 

To a man f o r  whom principle was publicly so impor- 
t an t ,  the release of material which violated principles 
of privacy, confident ia l i ty ,  and executive pr ivi lege was 
a great  sacr i f ice .  The greater. the just ice  of the prin- 
c ip les  violated,  the greater  the  sacr i f ice ,  and i n  the  
speech Nixon amplified extensively on the just ice  of the 
principle: 

The problem I confronted was this: un- 
less. a president can protect  the  privacy 
of t h e  advice he gets ,  he cannot ge t  the 
advice t h a t  he needs. This principle is 
recoanized i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  doctrine 



of executive privilege, which has been de- 
fended and maintained by every president 
since Washington and recognized by the 
courts, whenever tested,  as inherent in  
the Presidency. I consider it my consti- 
tutional responsibility to  defend t h i s  
principle. 

This statement about executive privilege i r lus t r a t e s  
a strategy tha t  Nixon employed freely through- 
out the address, a "Rhetoric as Reality" strategy. With 
th i s  strategy he described a rea l i ty  tha t  was favorable 
t o  h is  position but one tha t  might o r  might not corres- 
pond t o  actual events. H i s  c r i t i c s  questioned the cons- 
t i t u t iona l  basis for  the principle, and Nixon's own re- 
fusal to  appeal the tape issue to  the Supreme Court 
suggested tha t  he had overstated the strength of the 
principle. The principle remained nonetheless, and the 
release became a grand personal sacr i f ice  for  Richard 
Nixon. Nixon's "My Grand sacrifice" strategy was quite 
effective because the individual s t rategies  working to- 
gether tended t o  make Nixon's ac t  a reluctant violation 
of jus t  principles and, therefore, an ac t  of victimage 
o r  se l f  sacrif ice.  

MYSTERY AND THE DEVIL 

Having protrayed h is  personal action as a major sac- 
r i f i c e ,  Nixon was prepared t o  discuss impeachment di- 
rec t ly  i n  the "Mystery and the Devil" section of h is  
speech. Here, Nixon's strategy was t o  undermine the 

credib i l i ty  of impeachment by demonstrating tha t  it was 
based upon "rumor, gossip, innuendo," and the charges of 
John Dean. 

F i r s t ,  Nixon established the traumatic nature of i m -  
peachment and the resulting ev i l  of i ts frivolous use: 

Regardless of whether o r  not it succeeded, 
the action of the House in  voting a for- 
mal accusation requiring t r i a l  by the, 
Senate would put the nation through a 
wrenching ordeal it has endured only once 
i n  i ts lifetime, a century a.m. 2nd never 



s ince  America has become a World power with 
global r e spons ib i l i t i e s .  The impact of 
such an ordeal  would be f e l t  throughout 
the  world and on the  l i v e s  of a l l  Ameri- 
cans f o r  many years t o  come. 

Given-the e v i l  t h r ea t  posed by impeachment, Nixon ex- 
plained -dual sources f o r  t he  charges--mystery 'and the  
devil .  

The importance of mystery was fo recas t  e a r l y  i n  the  
speech when Nixon admitted, "I have been well aware 
t h a t  my e f f o r t s  t o  p ro tec t  the conf iden t ia l i ty  of pres i -  
den t i a l  conversations has heightened the sense of  mys- 
t e r y  about Watergate." The mystery had grown i n t o  i m -  
peachment, he claimed, because of t he  pressures of the  
media about t he  lack of  information. He sa id :  

During t he  pas t  year, the  wi ldes t  accu- 
sa t ions  have been given banner headlines 
and ready credence. Rumor, gossip, 
inuendo, accounts from un-named sources 
of what a prospective witness might 
t e s t i f y  to have f i l l e d  the  morning newspa- 
pers and evening newscasts day a f t e r  day. 

He explained how t h i s  process, repeating i t s e l f  over 
and over again, mysteriously created the  pressure 
f o r  impeachment. The mystery had a l s o  been ampli- 
f i ed  by the  f a l s e  and misleading testimony of t he  
dev i l  of the  piece ,  John Dean: "Month by month of  
rumor, insinuation,  and charges by j u s t  one Water- 
gate  witness--John Dean--suggested t h a t  , , . [ the 
president  had acted improperly]. This sparked t he  
demands fo r  an impeachment inquiry." These dual dia-  
bo l i c a l  forces would be exorcised by Nixon's sacr i -  
f i c i a l  r e lease  of the  information. The t r an sc r i p t s  
would d i spe l  the  mystery and help  the  inves t iga to rs  
and t h e  public r e j e c t  Dean's l i e s .  

Yet Nixon wanted t o  make it per fec t ly  c l e a r  t h a t  
the surrender of t h e  mater ia l  was an extreme s ac r i -  
f i c e  and so he expanded on t he  j u s t i c e  of the  sac r i -  
f iced pr inciple .  He indicated h i s  concern fo r  t h e  
people involved, t h e i r  famil ies  and f r iends ,  and 
h i s  administrat ion generally.  



Of course, p a r t  of t he  s a c r i f i c e  would r e s u l t  from 
what h i s  c r i t i c s  i n  t he  media would do: 

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  these t r an sc r i p t s  w i l l  pro- 
vide g r i s t  f o r  many sensational  s t o r i e s  
i n  t he  press.  Par t s  w i l l  seem t o  be con- 
t r ad ic to ry  with one another, and pa r t s  
w i l l  be i n  c o n f l i c t  with some of th,e - 
testimony given i n  the  Senate Watergate 
committee hearings . 

But desp i te  t h e  agony of disclosure,  Nixon would 
s a c r i f i c e  the  t r an sc r i p t s  t o  el iminate t h e  mystery 
and t o  help t h e  people exorcise the  devi l .  

One d i f f i c u l t y  with t h i s  sect ion of Nixon's 
speech is i t s  disorganization.  W e  a re  not sure ,  but  
perhaps Nixon thought he could communicate reluctance 
more e f f ec t i ve ly  i f  h i s  thoughts were harder t o  follow; 
regardless  o f  the  motives we bel ieve  t h i s  p a r t  of  the 
address was one of the  l e a s t  persuasive. 

PERFECT HERO 

In  t he  next, and probably most e f f ec t i ve ,  sect ion 
of the  speech Nixon presented himself a s  the  "Per- 
f e c t  Hero." He d id  t h i s  by juxtaposing John Dean and 
himself a s  Devil and God f igures  and by describing 
a concrete r he to r i c a l  r e a l i t y  a s  a chronology of e- 
vents. Nixon apparently f e l t  t h a t  he would make a 
more credible  "God" f igure  i f  he described t he  "Devil" 
f i r s t  : 

Despite t he  confusions and contradict ions,  
what does come through c l e a r l y  i s  t h i s :  

John Dean charged i n  sworn Senate t e s t i -  
mony t h a t  I was " fu l ly  aware of t he  cover- 
up" a t  t he  time of our f i r s t  meeting, on 
September 15. These t r an sc r i p t s  show 
c l ea r l y  t h a t  I f i r s t  learned of it when 
M r .  Dean himself t o ld  me about it on March 
21--some s i x  months l a t e r .  



Nixon e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  t apes  as t h e  a r b i t r a t o r  o f  t h e i r  
r e spec t ive  c r e d i b i l i t i e s .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  h i s  concern f o r  c r e d i b i l i t y  and h i s  
need t o  maintain h i s  own p o s i t i v e  image r equ i r ed  
Nixon t o  cons ider  what could t u r n  o u t  t o  be  uncomfor- 
t a b l e  loose  ends when t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  were made pub- 
l i c . -  H i s  s t r a t e g y  f o r  dea l ing  with t h e s e  loose  ends 
t h a t  could be mis in t e rp re t ed  w a s  t h e  need fof  "nation- 
a l  s ecu r i tv . "  He a ~ ~ l i e d  t h i s  s t r a t e w  t o  t h e  i s s u e  
o f  "hush" money f o r  Watergate defendents:  

I w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned by' h i s  
[Dean's I r e p o r t  t h a t  one o f  t h e  
Watergate defendents ,  Howard Hunt, was 
th rea t en ing  blackmail  un le s s  he  and h i s  
lawyer were immediately given $120,000 
f o r  l e g a l  f e e s  and family expenses,  and 
t h a t  he w a s  a t tempting t o  blackmail  t h e  
White House, no t  by th rea t en ing  expo- 
s u r e  on t h e  Watergate mat te r  b u t  by 
th rea t en ing  t o  r e v e a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
would expose extremely s e n s i t i v e ,  high- 
l y  s e c r e t  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  ma t t e r s  t h a t  
he had worked on be fo re  Watergate. 

Nat ional  s e c u r i t y  is  an e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g y  which 
Nixon has used many t imes;  it makes a c t s  t h a t  would 
normally be  considered "bad" seem "good, " and it can 
be  used t o  expla in  ques t ionable  conversat ions.  

Having taken c a r e  o f  what might be  considered t h e  
more d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  t a s k ,  Nixon turned  t o  t h e  
most e f f e c t i v e  phase of  h i s  address .  To f i rmly  es- 
t a b l i s h  himself as t h e  "Pe r fec t  Hero," Nixon s e t  f o r t h  
a  chronology o f  h i s  a c t s  by employing very concrete-  
l y  h i s  r h e t o r i c  a s  "Real i ty  S t ra tegy ."  He had used 
t h i s  s t r a t e g y  i n  h i s  two previous  speeches, b u t  he 
was always gene ra l  i n  desc r ib ing  r e a l i t y .  This  t ime, 
by quot ing  s e l e c t e d  passages from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s ,  he 
gave h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  a  r i n g  of r e a l i t y .  He was es-  
p e c i a l l y  s k i l l f u l  i n  cont inuing t h e  Hunt i s s u e :  

I s a i d ,  " I t  is wrong, t h a t ' s  f o r  su re . "  
I poin ted  ou t :  "But i n  t h e  end, w e  a r e  
going t o  be b l e d  t o  death.  k d  'in t h e  
end, it .is a l l  going to  come o u t  anyway. 
Then vou a e t  t h e  wors t  o f  both worlds.  



W e  a r e  going t o  lose ,  and people a r e  
going to-- 

"And look l i k e  dopes:" s a i d  Haldeman. 

N o t  only was t h e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  Nixon presented concrete, 
but  it cont inual ly  associa ted  Nixon with g e t t i n g  t o  the  
bottom of Watergate and being concerned with uncover- 
ing  it. 

During t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of these  conversations John 
Dean emerged c l e a r l y  a s  the  key t o  t h e  coverup. A t  
one po in t  Nixon explained t h a t  it was John Dean who 
on March 21 had complete knowledge of  t h e  coverup 
and even then withheld information from t h e  President .  
In  con t ras t ,  Nixon was always a prying seeker of  in- 
formation and supporter of  divulgence. E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
speech t h i s  image had begun t o  develop a s  ~ i x o n  chron- 
i c l e d  h i s  i n i t i a t i n g  an inves t iga t ion  and demanding 
cooperation from a l l  White House s t a f f .  The d e v i l  rep- 
resented coverup and dece i t  a s  w e l l  a s  l i e s ,  ana tne  
hero represented divulgence, even t o  t h e  extreme of 
personal s a c r i f i c e .  

This "Perfect  Hero" sec t ion  was s t ruc tu red  chron- 
o log ica l ly ,  bu t  it had another p a t t e r n  a s  well .  The 
se lec ted  events covered what have become the  pub l ic  
i s sues  t h a t  possibly involved the  President  with water- 
ga te  planning, covering up, discovery, and na t iona l  
secur i ty .  This persuasive move was summarized i n  the  
perora t ion of  t h i s  sec t ion;  

I f  read with an open and a f a i r  mind, 
and read together with t h e  record of  
t h e  ac t ions  I took, these  t r a n s c r i p t s  
w i l l  show t h a t  what I have s t a t e d  from 
t h e  beginning t o  be the t r u t h  has been 
t h e  t r u t h .  That I personally had no 
knowldge of the  break-in before it oc- 
curred; t h a t  I had no knowledge of the  
cover-up u n t i l  I was f i n a l l y  t o l d  about 
it by John Dean on March 21; t h a t  I 
never o f fe red  clemency f o r  t h e  defen- 
dants ,  and t h a t  a f t e r  March 21 my ac t ions  
were d i rec ted  toward f inding t h e  f a c t s  
and seeing t h a t  j u s t i c e  was done, f a i r l y  
and according t o  the  law. The f a c t s .  a r e  
there .  The conversations a re  there .  
The record o f  ac t ions  i s  there .  



This peroration served as an Bffective close t o  Nixon's 
"Perfect Hero" section because it employed the c r i t i -  
cal  issues. 

PARADISE LOST 

*The short f ina l  section of the speech thpt we 
have labeled "Paradise Lost" seemed t o  be added ei ther  
as an afterthought o r  because he seems t o  think he 
must end his  speeches with a reference t o  Lincoln and 
a challenge for  the future. That he had already pre- 
sented his  peroration and tha t  the t ransi t ion in to  
the section was weak were further signs of the problem. 
One can easily identify the abrupt t ransi t ion:  

I am confident tha t  for  the over- 
whelming majority of those who study 
the evidence I sha l l  release tomorrow-- 
those who are willing t o  look a t  it 
fu l ly ,  f a i r ly  and objectively--the 
evidence w i l l  be persuasive. 

We l ive  i n  a time of great oppor- 
tunity for  America. 

The "great opportunity for  America" was Nixon's way 
of introducing world peace, l imitation on nuclear arms, 
and a strong economy--the goals tha t  Watergate has 
kept "your President" and "your Congress" from achie- 
ving. Even though Nixon did not say it, one gets the 
impression tha t  i f  it had not been for  Watergate, N i -  
xon believed Americans would have already gained the i r  
paradise. 

CRITICS '  ASSESSMENT: 
THE HOPE OF THE: WATERGATE DEFENSE 

Because Nixon's purpose was t o  get Watergate and 
impeachment behind him as soon as possible, we have 
focused on t h i s  question: To what extent can he re- 
verse the impeachment process tha t  has already been 
se t  in motion? F i r s t ,  our assessment of the speech 
w i l l  answer t h i s  question in  terms of the immediate and 
long-range effect.  Second, because we believe theory 



and p r a c t i c e  a r e  c lose ly  r e l a t e d ,  we w i l l  consider an 
i n t r i n s i c  and a r t i s t i c  perspective a s  well.  

Largely because of  h i s  s h i f t  i n  s t r a tegy  from pre- 
vious Watergate speeches, Nixon received t h i s  immediate 
impact upon h i s  primary audience: t h e  general  publ ic  
was q u i t e  favorable.  Because h i s  tone was more 
straight-forward and because he maintained a b e t t e r  
sgnse of control ,  he communicated a higher l e v e l  of 
s i n c e r i t y ,  an e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  ofi a speech f o r  
which c r e d i b i l i t y  is both a prinary i s sue  and a s t r a -  
tegy. In t h i s  more straight-forward approach, f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  time, he offered very s p e c i f i c  information and 
addressed himself d i r e c t l y  t o  the  a l l ega t ions  agains t  
him. These f a c t o r s  made t h i s  address h i s  most 
successful  Watergate performance. 

Reinforcing the  immediate impact was the  timing. 
The day before the  speech, t h e  media had reported t h e  
a c q u i t t a l  of Mitchell  and Stans and the  doubts of 
Vice President  Gerald Ford and J u l i e  Nixon Eisenhower 
about John Dean's c r e d i b i l i t y  a s  a witness. These 
repor t s  prepared the  publ ic  f o r  Nixon's accusation 
t h a t  Dean had l i e d  and helped e s t a b l i s h  the  idea t h a t  
people who appear g u i l t y  t o  t h e  publ ic  may not  be 
convicted by a jury. These s t r a t e g i e s  and circumstances 
supported general acceptance of Nixon's message. 

However, i n  t h e  long run the  speech w i l l  probably 
not  have a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact; i n  f a c t ,  it might even 
be counter-productive. We have suggested t h a t  Nixon's 
r h e t o r i c a l  problems r e a l l y  l i e  i n  t h r e e  areas:  
jud ic ia l ,  leadership ,  and p o l i t i c a l .  He had taken 
t h e  j u d i c i a l  quest ion and s h i f t e d  it t o  a quest ion of 
leadership.  A major reason f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h i s  
s t r a t e g y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s tages  of  t h e  Watergate esca- 
l a t i o n  was t h a t  each area-- judic ia l ,  leadership,  and 
poli t ical--had an independent exis tence  and a momen- 
tum of i t s  own. Nixon mav convince t h e  general  pub l i c  
o f  h i s  and his aides '  innocence, bu t  t h e  l e g a l  pro- 
cesses continue regardless  of publ ic  opinion. Likewise, 
t h e  House Judic iary  Committee w i l l  continue t o  go for-  
ward with i ts  procedures. The leadership  judgment, 
of course, does influence j u d i c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  judg- 
ments, b u t  t h i s  influence w i l l  be determined more by 
succeeding events than by t h i s  s ing le  speech. The 
appeal t o  leadership  may buy time and delay the  Com- 
m i t t e e ' s  pursu i t  of  the  a c t u a l  tapes.  During t h i s  
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time i f  events  r e in ro rce  Nlxon's descr ip t ion  and 
theory about Watergate and impeachment, then the  
speech w i l l  be seen as  an important turning po in t  i n  
h i s  anti-impeachment campaign. But given the  p a t t e r n  
of previous events  and some of the  j u d i c i a l  events  pro- 
mised soon, we would p r e d i c t  t o  t h e  contrary:  t h a t  
the  immediate impact of  t h e  speech w i l l  be over- 
shadowed. 

rn f a c t ,  fu tu re  events  could even make t h e  
speech counter-productive. By juxtaposing h i s  cre-  
d i b i l i t y  t o  Dean's, Nixon's r i s k  was t h a t  any increase  
i n  Dean's c r e d i b i l i t y  would diminish h i s  own. He 
might have been wiser  not  t o  por t ray  Dean a s  such an 
enemy. In  addi t ion ,  h i s  s p e c i f i c  descr ip t ion  crea ted  
t h e  opportunity f o r  ver i fy ing accounts o f  events  t h a t  
could lead  t o  r e j e c t i o n .  From t h e  perspect ive  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  we th ink the  p o s i t i v e  immediate r eac t ion  w i l l  
be over-shadowed by fu tu re  j u d i c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
events  --the speech w i l l  cont inual ly  be redefined a s  
these  events  unfold. 

We can a l s o  evaluate some i n t r i n s i c  charac ter is -  
t i c s  of t h e  speech. We have argued t h a t  the  immediate 
impact of  the  speech w i l l  be favorable;  however, a 
few i n t r i n s i c  f e a t u r e s  undermine t h e  general  e f fec t ive -  
ness. F i r s t ,  t h e  organiza t ion  noted e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  , 

second and t h i r d  sec t ions  of t h e  speech became d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  follow. Second, some s t r a t e g i e s  were contra- 
d ic tory .  In  being very concrete Nixon assumed h i s  
audience would remember d e t a i l s  and l a t e r  support h i s  
pos i t ion .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, when he overs ta ted  t o  
t h e  po in t  of d i s t o r t i o n ,  he assumed-the audience would 
not  remember the  d e t a i l s .  Two examples w i l l  se rve  
t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  problem. F i r s t ,  Nixon cont inual ly  
d i r e c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  t a l l  s t acks  of  documents he 
was surrendering and making public .  But t h e  following 
day everyone would be a b l e  t o  see t h a t  the  t r a n s c r i p t  
occupied only a s i n g l e  volume of  1308 pages and was 
only two and one-quarter inches t a l l ,  about the  s i z e  
of a telephone d i rec to ry .  Second, Nixon accused John 
Dean of ly ing  about Nixon's being " f u l l y  aware of  the  
cover-up" a t  t h e  time of t h e i r  f i r s t  meeting on 
September 15. He assumed t h a t  people would not  remem- 
ber ,  nor l a t e r  r e a l i z e ,  t h a t  Dean refused t o  t e s t i f y  
t h a t  he knew f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  it was only h i s  impression 
t h a t  t h e  Pres ident  was f u l l y  aware of  t h e  coverup. 



Nixon's r h e t o r i c a l  problem and primary s t r a t e g y  f o r  
development were a l s o  contradictory.  Watergate had 
eroded Nixon's c r e d i b i l i t y  a s  h i s  diminished leader-  
s h i p  made apparent,  y e t  h i s  defense contained numerous 
a s s e r t i o n s  supported only by h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y .  

We can assess  Nixon's speech from a t h i r d  pers- 
pec t ive  by examining h i s  a r t i s t i c  app l i ca t ion  of a 
geiieral r h e t o r i c a l  theory.  Lloyd Bi tze r ' s iWThe  Rhe- 
t o r i c a l  S i tua t ion"  (Philosophy and Rhetoric ,  January 
1968) provides a b a s i s  f o r  assess ing  t h e  speech a s  
" s i t u a t i o n a l  r h e t o r i c , "  and Nixon's speech was c l e a r l y  
a r h e t o r i c a l  response t o  a s i t u a t i o n  designed t o  cons- 
t r a i n  human ac t ion  i n  response t o  an exigence. From 
t h i s  perspect ive  t h e  speech t r e a t e d  Watergate a s  a 
s i t u a t i o n  and impeachment a s  t h e  exigence, a r e l a t ion-  
s h i p  t h a t  Nixon handled q u i t e  well .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  
t h e  theory i l luminates  a weakness of t h e  speech because 
t h e  r h e t o r i c  should be, bu t  i s  not ,  d i r ec ted  toward 
t h e  mediators of change. We have ind ica ted  t h a t  
Nixon's primary audience appeared t o  be t h e  general  
publ ic ,  b u t  t h e  general  publ ic  is no t  the  mediator 
of change i n  t h i s  ins tance .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, Nixon's 
a c t  of r e l e a s i n g  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  r a t h e r  than t h e  tapes  
was d i rec ted  toward t h e  Jud ic ia ry  Committee and could 
even be d i rec ted  toward t h e  Special  Prosecutor. I f  
t h i s  a c t ,  coupled with r a l l i e d  pub l i c  opinion,  d i s -  
couraged f u r t h e r  p u r s u i t  of  t h e  tapes  themselves, a s  
well  a s  p u r s u i t  o f  any add i t iona l  ma te r i a l ,  then t h e  
r h e t o r i c a l  a c t  would be  e f f e c t i v e .  S t i l l ,  from an 
a r t i s t i c  po in t  of  view, t h e  speech was d i r e c t e d  toward 
t h e  wrong audience. 

The "Quest Story" provides another theory f o r  
assess ing  Nixon's a r t i s t r y .  Hermann Ste lzner  be l ieved 
t h a t  t h e  theory worked well i n  explaining Nixon's 
November 3 ,  1969, Vietnam Address. A Hero i n  a ques t  
took a long Journey, seeking a Special  Object o r  
Person, and with Helpers he overcame t h e  Guardians o f  
t h e  Object. This "Quest Story" approach is a t y p i c a l  
Nixon p a t t e r n  because he is cont inual ly  seeking t o  
Overcome obs tac les  i n  h i s  t r i p  toward world peace. 
But from the  perspect ive  of t h e  ques t ,  t h e  Watergate 
speech f a i l e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p a t t e r n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
s p e c i a l  o b j e c t  of peace was added a s  an after- thought  
r a t h e r  than a s  a t o p i c  t h a t  was woven i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  
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of the  speech. Second, because t h e  hero is s o  f a r  from 
grasping the  spec ia l  objec t ,  his.  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  seems 
a flaw i n  the  Hero's character .  H i s  g u i l t  a l so  leaves 
the  hero blemished. "We have met the  enemy and they 
a r e  us" is not the  pose of t h e  quest  hero. Fourth, 
t h e  helpers of  the  ques t  a r e  those who a s s i s t  t h e  
hero. -But t h e  American people as  the  helpers i n  Nixon's 
quest  have become an obstac le  because of t h e i r  doubts 
about the  he ro ' s  innocence. The speech could f i t  the  
quest  pa t tern;  indeed, our "Perfect Hero" and "Paradise 
Lost" sec t ions  suggest t he  l i n k ,  but  the  pa t t e rn  suggests 
problems t h a t  discourage conversion t o  t h e  quest .  

The nature of  the  event and t h e  language we have 
used i n  describing it both point  toward t h e  "dramatis- 
t i c "  theory a s  a perspective f o r  viewing t h e  speech. 
Kenneth Burke ' s "Dramatistic" approach implies four 
general  s tages  i n  the  process of order:  pol lu t ion,  
g u i l t ,  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  and redemption. From t h e  pers- 
pective of  dramatism, Nixon's describing the  po l lu t ion  
of 'impeachment, h i s  a t t r i b u t i n g  g u i l t  t o  t h e  lack of 
information and f a l s e  testimony of Dean, h i s  o f fe r ing  
t r a n s c r i p t s  a s  purifying s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  and h i s  imply- 
ing t h e  purifying purge of John Dean, suggest the  p a t h ,  
t o  redemption of the  Paradise Lost. Yet Nixon's 
redemption is  impure. F i r s t ,  h i s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  was 
incomplete because t h e  s a c r i f i c i a l  lamb was unwill ing 
t o  o f f e r  t h e  t o t a l  s a c r i f i c e  of  t h e  tapes.  Second, t h e  
s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  was not  t h e  t o t a l  s a c r i f i c e ,  but  only h i s  
wil l ingness t o  s a c r i f i c e  p r inc ip les .  Thus, redemption 
is  a paradise,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  s a c r i f i c i a l  o f fe r ing  
Nixon is  s t i l l  t h e  leader .  Redemption was never r e a l l y  
posed as  a hope because it was not  adequately r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  a c t  of  pur i f i ca t ion .  Some might f i n d  such an 
o f f e r  of s a c r i f i c e  hollow. Nixon's speech was dramatic 
because of  t h e  s e t t i n g  and t h e  terms and s t r a t e g i e s  he 
employed, bu t  it was not  an a r t i s t i c  appl ica t ion of the  
"Dramatistic" theory. Any number of  r h e t o r i c a l  theor ies  
could be used t o  explain t h e  argument and s t ra tegy  of 
Nixon's speech. We have considered th ree  theor ies  
t h a t  seem appropriate f o r  t h e  event. and address--the 
r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  the  "Quest Story,"  and the  
"Dramatistic"--but Nixon did  not apply any of these  
a r t i s t i c a l l v .  
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A l o t  of water had passed through the Watergate 

by April, 1974. For only the second time in two cen- 
tur ies  the House s e d d o n  the verge of impeaching a 
President. In his  April 29 speech Nixon's use of 
specif ic  de ta i l s  and h is  recognition of the need t o  
supply information for  the inquiry constituted dra- 
matic sh i f t s  from positions he had taken i n  previous 
speeches. Yet tha t  these characteristics seemed so 
new probably indicated the distance between Richard 
Nixon's perception of the s i tuat ion and the actual 
danger threatening h i s  po l i t i ca l  l i f e .  Nixon's s t ra -  
tegy was an attempt t o  avoid the central  judicial 
issue by forcing it into a reassertion of the very 
leadership tha t  was slipping away. This r ea l i ty  gap 
may be the essence of the Watergate Address. The 
tremendous s trategic  d i f f icu l ty  arose from the problem 
of t h i s  gap. The power of the new frankness resulted 
from the narrowing of the gap. The insufficiency of 
the strategy evidenced the great width of the remaining 
gap. A rhetor must exercise control over his situation 
To the extent tha t  he f a i l s  t o  grasp the s i tuat ion and 
to  the extent tha t  the s i t l ~ a t i n n  i s rnntrolled by 
forces other than the rhetor, rhetoric f a i l s .  This i s  
the question of the  April 1974 Watergate address: 
had Richard Nixon regained control of his  fate? The 
answer ultimately depends on the width of the gap be- 
tween the Watergate Nixon presented and the Watergate 
the public would progressively understand. 




