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Fig. 1. Map of Ulithi Atoll. The names of some islands are Japanese versions
of Ulithian words.

built along the lagoon. Slight depressions producing a certain degree of swampi-
ness are to be found on the islands of Falalop, Mogmog, and Mangejang, thus
permitting the cultivation of certain plants that require muddy soil.

The number of cultigens supported on the atoll is relatively small. Coconut
palms grow very well indeed. So do two aroids, 4locasia macrorhiza and Cyrto-
sperma chamissonis, but another aroid, Colocasia esculenta or true taro, can only









6 Micronesica

Fig. 2. ABOVE: The serawi, or typhoon magician, formerly the chief mainstay
against the storm. Photo taken 1948,
BELOW: A tele, or wave magician, with two assistants, Formerly he was
called upon to soothe the waves. Photo taken 1948.









Fig 3.
(Photo courtesy of U.S, Coast Guard.)
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10 Micronesica

anemometer reading indicated a velocity of 74 knots, but later investigation
revealed that the rotor had been broken and only one cup was making it revolve.
The true velocity was probably between 120 and 135 knots. Turther buildings
and equipment were lost or damaged, and the small airstrip was badly mauled, a
good deal of it being washed away. The winds did not begin to subside until
about 2200 hours that night.
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Fig. 4. ABOVE: The highest point of the atoll {on Falalop) was

fractured by the waves generated by Ophelia.

BELOW: The broken hull of a canoe. Almost all boats were

destroyed on Falalop.

The natives did not at all expect the typhoon. Two of the villages had
received no warning from the Coast Guard on Falalop, but even the three villages
that had been notified were inclined to accept the threat without special anxiety
because no sense of urgency had been conveyed to them. The M/V Errol, a
small vessel belonging to the Trust Territory, had been in the lagoon for three
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southwest winds. Waves reached a depth of six feet over the high beach ridges
south of the village. The force of the wave action can be further gauged by the
fact that sand was moved island for at least 700 feet at one point, causing several
taro pits in the interior of the island to be filled.

Asor was not affected very much by the swells preceding the storm because
it was protected on the cast by Falalop. The greatest change was produced by

Fig. 5. ABOVE: Trees toppled by the burricane. Damaged coconut
trees recovered in two years.
BELOW: A taro pit ruined by sca water. Rains slowly leached out
the salt.

the waves generated by the southwest winds of the second phase of the cyclone.
The northern tip of the island was shortened by about 150 feet, with erosion
taking place everywhere at the lower slopes of the beaches.

Mogmog, farthest north of the islands composing the atoll, was less damaged
than Falalop and Asor; its southerly beaches were protected by the lagoon. The
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Fig. 6. ABOVE: Women were still forbidden to wear upper garments
in 1960 before the storm.
BELOW: Men wore no upper garments prior to Ophelia. In 1948
these men were wearing young cocenut leaves for ritualistic purposes.

women beyond her early teens had worn a skirt made of the foreigner’s cloth,
although occasionally women would wear a skirt woven on a native loom but
employing nylon threads. Prepubertal girls were still wearing ‘“grass” skirts
'made of shredded coconut leaves, but it was becoming increasingly common for
such children to adopt a simple cotton cloth wraparound, held in place by a
twist of the upper border.

Almost furtively both men and women hacd begun after the war to drape a
shirt of cotton cloth over their shoulders when out at sea in a canoe and exposed
to the sun and wind. While stopping at uninhabited islands they would often
cover themselves in the same way and for the same reasons, with the additional
incentive of protecting themselves against mosquitoes. But it was forbidden
for anyone—man, woman, or child—to wear an upper garment while in a village.
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crude bungalow-like rectangular design that bore little resemblance to the tradi-
tional hexagonal hut. To what extent they had been influenced by Japanese or
other outside influences 1 cannot say. Even the island’s two new council houses,
rebuilt after the fire, though retaining some flavor of the Ulithian style, had
nevertheless for the first time used milled lumber, nails, corrugated iroﬁ, and
paint. Elsewhere in the atoll the changeover was slow. After the American
forces had lett Ulithi in 1946, abandoning a good many supplies, the natives took
every opportunity to roofl both their old and new houses with the abundant
corrugated iron that had been left behind. The change was slow because there
had been virtually no damage from the war When I made a survey in 1948 of
all the dwelling structures on the island of Mogmog twenty-four were of basic

Fig. 7. ABOVE: Men cleaning up on Falalop. Dangerous shcets of
corrugated iron are being dumped into the sea.
BELOW: A warehouse being constructed on Mogmog along modern
lines in January, after the storm.









Fig. 8. LEFT: Women were working in 1960 before the storm to earn cash through the sale of copra.
RIGHT: After World War TI men found a source of cash in the sale of handicrafts.
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draws them trom their customary economy so that they reduce their usual fishing,
gardening, weaving, and other economic pursuits, thus creating a vacoum which
can be filled by purchasing foreign goods, and so on and on. Having been drawn
irrevocably into the world orbit, the natives now have a suddenly increased
commitment to extend changes that some of the older folk had already begun
to view with misgivings. At any rate, when the typhoon struck it hit an island
community that had already taken more than the first tentative steps toward a
new economy. And the way in which the natives dealt with the storm reflected
many of the changes that had taken place in recent years.

These, then, were some of the economic changes that were underway at the
time the typhoon roared in from the east, and it seems apparent that they were
hastened perceptlbly by it.

Flg 9. ABOVE; Ophelia caused women to do unaccustomed heavy
weork. Note upper garments.
BELOW: A work party of children at rest, Garments were popu-
larized by the storm,
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impetus was given to a better conceived and implemented agricultural improve-
ment program. Since the advent of the American administration, and to a
lesser extent that of the Japanese before it, efforts had been made on the part of
the government agriculturists to improve the variety and yield of the local plant
crops. It is doubtful that these had ever had more than superficial effect. When,
after the typhoon, the Trust Territory administration sent in a special agricul-
tural advisor and he remained for some weeks, returning again at a later time,
he naturally was in a better position to provide more specific, detailed advice
than had previously been available from either the Yap administrative district or
the central administration on Guam. This agriculturalist planned a systematic
revision that without doubt must by now not only have helped in recovery but
produced a lasting imprint on the nature and quality of the crops.
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Fig. 10. ABOVE: The men’s council house on Mogmog in 1948. It
symbolized political authority.
BELOW: The same house in 1960 just before the typhoon. It was
already weakening, and collapsed during the storm.
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