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Pohnpei Coconut Products 
Plant burns for the second time 

Kadalino Sam heard the news just after midnight on Wednesday, the early morning hours of July 24. A 
By Bill Jaynes 
The Kaselehlie Press 

neighbor called him to tell him that the Pohnpei Coconut Products plant in Madolenihmw was ablaze. 
Sam, a share holder in Pohnpei Coconut Products Incorporated and his neighbors went to work on the 
fire with a garden hose while waiting for the Fire Department to arrive. 

Peterson Sam, Kadalino’s son said that the 
fire truck arrived at approximately 2:00 
in the morning. When the truck left to 
refill its water tank locals kept watch over 
the fire with the one garden hose avail- 
able to them. 

By the time the long night was over the 
plant had burned down for the second time 
since the plant opened in 1979. Kadalino 
said that it burned once before in the mid 
1980’s. The company has no fire insur- 
ance. 

He estimated that 70 to 80% of the plant 
equipment was lost to the fire. 

He said that the refinery equipment that 

produces coconut oil used to power die- 
sel engines didn’t seem to be damaged. 
PCPI had been refining the oil and selling 
at a per gallon price that is significantly 
lower than the per gallon price of diesel 
fuel. 

The plant burned down once before in the 
1980’s. They recovered then and 
Kadalino Sam who is one of the founders 
of the corporation said that the company 

can be revived once again. 

According to PCPI’s_ website 
(www.pohnpeicoconut.com) the company 
began during the Trust Territory days in 
1974 when the Congress of Micronesia 
in Saipan gave Pohnpei Agricultural and 
Trade School (PATS) a $9,000 appropria- 
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Kadalino Sam, shareholder of Pohnpei Coconut Products, Incorporated inside the 
burned out plant 

tion to explore development of coconut 
products. In 1974, the world market price 

for copra was 3 cents apound. There was 
little economic incentive for farmers to 

grow and harvest coconuts at that price. 

In 1979, with the support of the FSM and 

Pohnpei State governments as well as sev- 
eral PATS benefactors, a refinery plant and 
a soap plant were purchased and built in 
Madolenihmw, Pohnpei. 

By 1989 both PCPI and the FSM Govern- 
ment felt that it was time to continue op- 
erations on its own and the company was 

incorporated on November 16 of that year. 

PCPI sells bath soap and shampoo under 
the “Kaselel” brand name, hair and body 

oil, powder soap and suntan oil in addi- 
tion to coconut “fuel”. Coconut oil burns 

See “Coconut Fire” on Page 7 

Police Commission hires Internal 

Investigator, first in 15 years 
By Bill Jaynes 
The Kaselehlie Press 

(Pohnpei, FSM) — The new Internal In- 
vestigator hired by the Pohnpei Police 
Commission to look into complaints re- 
garding Pohnpei State Police Officers may 
be new means to this job but he is by no 
mean new to policing. 

Lino Amor, a graduate of PICS High 
School in Pohnpei, earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Law Enforcement from 
Western Oregon State University in 1988. 
His minor was in Psychology. In 1989 he 
became a navigator on the FSS Micron- 
esia when he was hired by the FSM Ma- 
rine Surveillance division that is respon- 
sible for patrolling the FSM’s Economic 
Exclusive Zone. He was promoted to 
Lieutenant in 1989 and supervised the 
FSM’s Drug Enforcement Unit. When he 
resigned from the National Police force 

to take on the position as Pohnpei’s Inter- 
nal Investigator he had risen to the rank 
of Captain. 

State Law 4L 139-99 set up the Pohnpei 
Police Commission. The commission has 
the authority to oversee the operations and 
management of the Division of Police and 
Security and to receive and investigate 
complaints from the general public with 
respect to the Police division. The com- 
mission has no authority over the Depart- 
ment of Corrections. 

One of the major responsibilities of the 
Police Commission is to act as an inde- 
pendent monitor on the handling of com- 
plaints against police. They also monitor 
the management of police ethics and in- 
tegrity. 

The Police Commission consists of five 

new Internal Investigator 

See “Investigator” on Page 7 

Governor Ehsa gives 
notice of termination of 

the Joint Law 

Enforcement Agreement 
with the National 

Government 
By Bill Jaynes 
The Kaselehlie Press 

(Pohnpei, FSM) — “I am writing to inform you that 
Pohnpei State will not be able to renew the Joint Law 

Enforcement Agreement between the FSM National 

Government and Pohnpei State for Fiscal Year 2009,” 

said a letter by Governor John Ehsa sent on July 22nd 

to FSM’s President Mori. 

The Joint Law Enforcement Agreement (JLEA) was 

established in the 1980’s, the early days of the FSM 

when Attorney Fred Ramp served as the nation’s first 

Attorney General. Essentially the agreement estab- 

lished an arrangement whereby the National Govern- 

ment, by paying an annual fee to Pohnpei State, could 

use the Pohnpei State jail and the law enforcement 
services of officers of the Pohnpei State Police to ar- 

rest and incarcerate violators of National law. 

According to Ehsa’s letter, by September 30 of this 
year the National Government must make other ar- 

rangements for any prisoners still incarcerated at the 
Pohnpei State jail at that time. 

The FSM government has no jail of its own. They 

pay Pohnpei State $50,000 a year in order to utilize 
their jail. What was once a single occupant holding 
cell at the National Police office in Palikir is now 

being used as a firearms locker for the National Po- 
lice. 

See “Pohnpei Land” on Page 4 

acific Tuna Tagging 

Project vessel, the Soltai in 

Pohnpei for a month 

Story on Page 9 

onservation Society of 

Pohnpei celebrates its 

tenth anniversary at Spanish 

Wall park in Kolonia 
Story on Page 9
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Chief Justice denies Pohnpei’s request for a 
TRO on Oceania-EDA contract 
Oceania files its response and a counterclaim on the matter 

By Bill Jaynes 

The Kaselehlie Press 

(Palikir, Pohnpei) —- FSM Supreme Court Justice Andon Amaraich issued an order and memoran- 
dum on Friday, July 25 denying Pohnpei’s request for a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) and 
preliminary injunction that would have set aside the agreement between Pohnpei’s Economic De- 
velopment Authority and Oceania, Inc until after a full hearing takes place on the matter (see The 
Kaselehlie Press Volume 8 Issue No. 15). 

On the following Monday, Oceania’s attorney, Fred Ramp filed his cli- 
ents’ response to Pohnpei’s claims as well as counterclaims of their 
own against Pohnpei State. 

Litigants in a civil action might ask for a TRO if they feel that they will 
suffer irreparable damages if their opponent is allowed to proceed with 
an action that is part ofa dispute. For example, a historical preservation 
group might file a civil action to stop a development company from 
cutting down a historical tree. The hearing might take months and the 
historical preservation group might win a judgment at the end of the 
process that is in their favor. If the group wins the case but the devel- 
oper has already chopped the tree down the win wouldn’t matter. In 
that instance, early on in the process the lawyers for the historical pres- 
ervation group might request a TRO or preliminary injunction that would 
keep the developer from cutting the tree down while the case is being 
heard. 

The standard for the issuance of a TRO is high and the burden is on the 
party that moved for the action to provide convincing arguments on the 
points that the court must consider. Those are 1) the possibility of ir- 
reparable injury to the plaintiff; 2) the balance of possible injuries be- 
tween the parties; 3) the movant’s likelihood of success on the merits 

(of their case); 4) the impact of any requested relief on the public inter- 

est. 

The Chief Justice said that the court would address the issue of Pohnpei’s 

standing in due time but for purposes of the order on the request for the 
TRO the court would proceed on the basis that Pohnpei State does have 
standing to bring the lawsuit. 

Pohnpei said in its original complaint that it would suffer irreparable 

eee 

TheK aselehlie Press —~_ 
Your Newspaper for Today and Tomorrow 

P.O. Box 2222 Pohnpei, FM 96941 
ph:(691) 320-6547 fax: (691) 320-6571 

email: kpress@mail.fm 

Bill Jaynes 
Managing Editor 

KPress is looking for dedicated correspondents in Pohnpei 
Chuuk, Yap, and Kosrae. We will pay you for articles and 
collection of ads. Contact us at the numbers or email above. 
poo oe — 
| I want to have a 26 issue subcription sent by 

First Class Mail to: 

| Pohnpei Address 
| Cost includes shipping $35 for 26 issues 

| Chuuk, Kosrae, Yap, or USA Address 

Cost includes shipping $50 for 26 issues 

| International Address 

| Cost includes shipping $100 for 26 issues. 

| RECIPIENT 
| Name: 
| Address: 

| City: 
| State: 
| Email: 

|
 

harm because of the closure of the Cold Storage fa- 
cility but its amended complaint says that the Cold 
Storage facility had been reopened. Oceania said 
that it locked the plant as a management tool in or- 
der to collect rent from tenant company Luen Thai. 
Amaraich said that based on the fact that the plant 
had been reopened after Luen Thai paid their rent 
the claim of irreparable injury is not supported. 

Pohnpei alleged that “[t]he strongest indication of 
the injuries is the fact that the implementation of a 
defective and illegal management agreement means 
a continuing disregard and violation of Pohnpei laws. 
State laws require all revenue to be deposited in a 
development fund, but the management agreement 
allows otherwise.” Amaraich said that was an ap- 
parent reference to the $80,000 in disputed lease 
payments that Luen Thai paid to Oceania for rental 
of the Cold Storage Facility. He said that even if 
Oceania had not agreed to deposit the $80,000 into 
their attorney’s trust account pending further reso- 
lution, Pohnpei, assuming that it had standing to 
make such a claim, would have only a claim for 
money damages against Oceania. He said that an 
injury is not irreparable where money damages will 
fully compensate the plaintiff. He said, “It is not 
clear that under those circumstances that Pohnpei 
would have demonstrated irreparable injury even if 

the disputed funds had not been deposited with coun- 
sel.” 

He said that Pohnpei State had also not pointed to 

any particular state law that the agreement between 
EDA and Oceania itself plainly violates. He said 
that Oceania LLC evidently didn’t have a foreign 
investment permit but it has assigned its interest to 

Oceania, Incorporated which does have a permit. 
Whether that assignment was valid or not is a ques- 

tion to be decided in the full record as part of the 
hearings on Pohnpei’s request for declaratory relief 
on the matter. 

“Thus Pohnpei has made no showing with respect 
to the first factor that a court considers in affording 
the relief of a TRO, which is that of irreparable in- 

jury. 

The Chief Justice said that Pohnpei asserts that if a 
TRO is issued, no harm will result to the defendants 
because the revenues collected will be deposited in 
the development fund. He said “It is not clear what 
is meant by this statement, since if the defendants 

claim the collected revenues and are not receiving 
them, then some harm would seem to accrue to the 

defendants if they do not receive the revenues.” He 
said that because the money is ina trust account pend- 
ing resolution of the issue, the possibility of injury 
balances between the two parties and that Pohnpei’s 
argument did not meet the standard for issuance of a 
TRO. 

Pohnpei argued that it will likely prevail based on 
the merits of their arguments in their claim. It con- 
tends that there has been no EDA Board approval of 
the management agreement. Oceania, however sub- 
mitted the affidavit of Youser Anson that said that 
he was a board member at the time that Oceania sub- 
mitted its proposal and that the agreement was unani- 
mously approved at a board meeting that he attended. 

See “Oceania” on page 6 

Yap State awarded 
21K under US 

Ambassador Fund 

Yap Department of Youth and Civic Affairs 

Through the United States Embassy in Pohnpei the 
Department of Youth and Civic Affairs is notified of 
a $21, 000.00 Grant Award for a project it submitted 
earlier this year for consideration under the East Asia 
and Pacific 2008 Ambassadors Funds for Cultural 
Preservation. The project entails preservation of Yap’s 
culture through digitization of reel-to-reel recordings 
containing traditional dances, chants and stories. 

The joint project between the Yap State Archives and 
the Department’s division of Media, once complete 
will enable citizens of the State to regain access to 
about 533 original and unique reel-to-reel, recordings 
of such vital data. The project which is expected to 
take about a year to implement will require tedious 
work by the State Archive to first restore quality of 
the recordings before the digitizing and storing of the 
data on a server. 

The Director of the Department, Mr. Larry Raigetal 
expressed sincere gratitude to Ambassador Hughes 
of the US Embassy for her support toward the project. 
This project is of extreme importance to us Raigetal 
said. Knowledge of traditional dances, chants, and 

stories are at constant risk of being lost forever. For 
most of our young people, focus of their efforts is 
perhaps on attaining higher level of education rather 
than learning traditional chants or listening to leg- 

ends and stories. To preserve these recordings is a 
fundamental component of ensuring that our cultural 
identity is intact for our future generations. 

President Mori 

visits Guam for 

medical check-up 

(Palikir, Pohnpei) - While on Weno for his visit 
to the Mortlocks, President Emanuel Mori vis- 

ited the Chuuk State Hospital on July 28 for ex- 
amination after experiencing discomfort due to 
stomach pains and fever. Under the doctor’s ad- 
vice, he was released for rest and further moni- 

toring. The President visited and departed the 
hospital under his own power. 

A thorough diagnosis of the President’s medical 
condition was not possible at the Chuuk hospital 
due to the absence of necessary medical facili- 
ties and equipment. President Mori left for Guam 
Thursday where he underwent a more thorough 
medical assessment. 

The United States Embassy in Kolonia, the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs and the Department 
of Health and Social Affairs worked together to 
coordinate the visit by the President. 

A representative of the FSM National Govern- 
ment said that President Mori is in good health 
after his checkup in Guam. He will depart for 
Beijing on August 4 for meeting in the People’s 
Republic of China and for the 2008 Olympic 
games.
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U.S. Navy medical personnel 
coming to Pohnpei 

The Embassy of the United States 

A team of health service professionals 
from the United States Hospital Ship 
USNS Mercy will visit Pohnpei this 
month during the week of August 17-23. 
The crew of the Mercy will be partici- 
pating in Pacific Partnership 2008, a hu- 
manitarian civic assistance mission in the 
Western Pacific. The Pacific Partnership 
Team, working in close partnership with 
Pohnpei State Health Department col- 
leagues, will conduct medical, optometry 
and dental community outreach clinics 
at four locations in municipalities on the 
main island of Pohnpei according to the 
following schedule: 

On Tuesday, August 19 and Wednes- 
day August 20, at Kolonia Elementary 
School in Kolonia 
On Thursday, August 20, at Sapwalap 

Elementary School in Madolenihmw 
Municipality 
On Friday, August 21, at Nanpei Me- 

morial High School in Kitti Municipal- 
ity 
On Saturday, August 22, at Sekere El- 

ementary School in Sokehs Municipal- 
ity 

Residents from any Pohnpei municipal- 

ity who need primary clinical care from 
a doctor, dentist or optometrist are en- 
couraged to attend the most convenient 
clinic between the hours of 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm on the dates indicated above. 
Patients who are screened and found to 
be in need of more serious health treat- 
ment, such as medical or surgical proce- 
dures, will be referred to the Pohnpei 

Department of Health Services for treat- 
ment. 

Since departing California on May 1, the 
Mercy has visited the Philippines, Viet- 
nam, East Timor and Papua New Guinea 
under the banner of an initiative called 
Pacific Partnership 2008. The Federated 
States of Micronesia will be the final port 
of call along the route of this historic jour- 
ney. The staff and crew of 900 men and 
women include U.S. Navy medical per- 
sonnel, U.S. Public Health Service work- 

ers, U.S. Navy Seabees and embarked 
members of the U.S. Army and Air Force. 
Partner nations that have contributed to 
this mission include Australia, Canada, 

Chile, Japan, Republic of South Korea, 
Singapore, India, Indonesia and New 
Zealand. Also participating in the deploy- 
ment are several non-governmental or- 
ganizations that provide medical, dental, 
construction and other humanitarian ser- 
vices in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 

U.S. funding to College of 
Micronesia-F SM tops $10 million 
The Embassy of the United States 

The United States Department of Educa- 
tion awarded approximately $10.3 million 
in direct grants to the College of Micron- 
esia-F SM in fiscal year 2008. The largest 

of these grants is the Pell Grant which re- 
ceived funding in the amount of approxi- 
mately $8 million. This program provides 
eligible undergraduate postsecondary stu- 
dents, who have demonstrated financial 
need, with assistance to meet educational 

expenses. Most of the students at the na- 
tional and four state campuses qualified 
for Pell grant funds of up to $4,310 each 
in the 2007-2008 school year, which they 
then used to pay for tuition, books and 
other related school costs. 

The next most significant program in- 
cludes four Upward Bound Grants, one for 
each COM-FSM state campus, with total 
funding for this fiscal year in the amount 
of $1,153,012. This program is aimed at 
generating the skills and motivation nec- 
essary for success in education beyond 
high school among low-income and po- 
tential first-generation college students and 
veterans. Its goal is to increase the aca- 
demic performance and initiative levels of 
eligible enrollees, so that such persons may 
complete secondary school and success- 

fully pursue postsecondary educational 
programs. 

Also included is the Talent Search Program 

at COM-FSM Pohnpei Campus, which re- 
ceived grand funding in the amount of 

$254,408. This program identifies disad- 
vantaged youths with the potential for 

postsecondary education. The program is 
designed to encourage them to continue, 
to graduate from secondary school and to 
enroll in programs of postsecondary edu- 
cation. Additionally, this program helps 
secondary and postsecondary school drop- 
outs reenter an education program, and it 
publicizes the availability of student finan- 
cial aid. 

Student Support Services were funded in 
the amount of $235,689 this fiscal year to 
provide comprehensive academic support 
to first-generation college students and stu- 
dents with disabilities. Federal Work 
Study ($174,331) gives students the op- 
portunity to earn money to help pay for 
their educational expenses. This program 
enables part-time work during school se- 
mesters and full-time work when classes 
are not in session. Supplemental Educa- 
tion Opportunity Grants totaled approxi- 
mately $150,000 this fiscal year. Under- 
graduate students with exceptional finan- 
cial need are eligible for this gift-aid pro- 
gram. 

English Language Acquisition ($132,867) 
provided in-service training and some 
summer college courses as professional 
development training for Kosrae elemen- 
tary and secondary teachers. 

Pohnpei Do It Best Hardware 
Lowest Prices On-Island 

Gasoline 1800watt $349.00 / 2500watt $399.00 / 3000watt $449.00 / 5000watt $599.00 

Diesel 2000watt $699.00 / 3600watt $799.00 / 5000watt $999.00 / 5000watt inclosed model $1,499.00 

Generator Specials 

FREEZERS $369.00 small / $469.00 medium / $649.00 large, REFRIGERATORS $449.00 & $549.00 
WASHING MACHINE US type $699.99 - Japan type 11kg. $249.00 / WATER DISPENSER $ 99.00 

Appliance Specials 

New Arrivals 
Food Scale with Tray $26.99 
Drip Coffee Maker $29.99 

Hot Plate, Single Burner $29.99 
Hot Plate, Double Burner $39.99 

Foam Mattress, Single $119.00 
Foam Mattress, Double $149.00 

Lawn Mower $229.00 

21” TV $229.00 

Saturday Super Sale 
15% Off Everything Every Saturday 

Tel: 691-320-7493 

Pohnpei, FM 96941 Fax: 691-320-7966 

P.O. Box 2023 

Cleaning Supplies 
Dishwashing Liquid 180z. $1.79 
Dishwashing Liquid 320z. $2.99 
Dishwashing Liquid 700z. $5.99 
Laundry Detergent 500g. $1.69 
Laundry Detergent Ikg. $2.99 

Fabric Softener IIt. $3.99 
Toilet Bowl Cleaner $1.59 
Toilet Paper 20 roll $10.99 

BEST Discounts on Island 

Window & Door Sale 
4’ wide x 4’ high, Insulated No/Grid $ 159.99 
4’ wide x 5’ high, Insulated No/Grid $ 179.99 
4’ wide x 3’ high, Insulated with/Grid $ 149.99 
4’ wide x 4’ high, Insulated with/Grid $ 179.99 
4’ wide x 5’ high, Insulated with/Grid $ 189.99 
Sliding Glass Door, Insulated No/Grid $ 399.99 

Interior Door Decorative $59.99 

Exterior Door Decorative Solid Wood $ 149.99 

THANK YOU it 
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...Pohnpei Land 
continued from page 1 

Currently the Pohnpei State jail is housing four 
prisoners of the National Government. 

An FSM Supreme Court ruling on a law suit 
filed on behalf of Ramp’s clients led to Gover- 
nor Ehsa’s decision to terminate the JLEA. The 
court ruled in September of last year that 
Bernateta Gilmete and Fred Gilmete were in 
contempt because they did not vacate the prop- 
erty of the Etscheit’s as the court had ordered 
them to do. 

By May 27 of this year the court had exhausted 
all of its efforts to get the Gilmete’s to comply 
with its order and the court issued an order of 
commitment. In June the Gilmete’s were ar- 

rested and incarcerated at the Pohnpei State Jail. 

“While Pohnpei has complied thus far with the 
order of commitment, it continues to be 

Pohnpei’s position that the FSM Supreme Court 
should not have any jurisdiction over land cases. 

Indeed, there is significant potential for civil dis- 
turbance as a result of this matter, as most 

Pohnpeians feel that the commitment order is 

disrespectful to the traditions, customs, and val- 

ues of the traditional kingdoms and the people 

of Pohnpei,” Governor Ehsa’s letter said. 

On July 2, of this year, the Pohnpei Director of 

the Department of Public Safety and the Pohnpei 

Chief of Corrections, by counsel of the Office 

of the Pohnpei State Attorney General moved 

to quash the orders of commitment for the 
Gilmete’s. The motion said that the commit- 

ment orders were against Pohnpei customs and 
traditions. 

A separately filed affidavit by Ihlen Joseph, the 
Iso Nahnken of U and the Governor’s Chief of 

Staff said “As a result of the incarceration of 

Fred Gilmete and Bernateta Gilmete, the tradi- 

tional leaders of Pohnpei convened a meeting 
in the Governor’s Conference Room on July 1, 

2008. At that meeting, it was agreed that the 
incarceration of Fred Gilmete and Bernateta 

Gilmete by the Pohnpei Government constitutes 
a violation of the customs and traditions of the 

traditional kingdoms of Pohnpei.” 

Governor Ehsa, when asked if he knew which 

specific customs and traditions had been vio- 

lated said that he didn’t know and that he was 

off island at the time of the meeting of the tradi- 
tional leaders. 

While this is not the first time that Pohnpei State 
and the National Government have clashed over 
land decisions made at the FSM Supreme Court 

it is the first time that notice has been given by 

any State Government in the FSM that a state 

would “opt out” of the JLEA. 

Governor’s Del Pangelinan and Johnny P. David 

faced similar issues. Governor Ehsa said that 

in the past words were exchanged amongst the 

governments but that this time something tan- 

gible needed to be done. 

Ehsa said that he wants to “continue to cooper- 

ate with the National Government 100%” but 

that the National Government should not be de- 
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ciding land dispute issues in Pohnpei State. 

He said, “I wanted to send a message (by his 
action) to the National Government that we 

should sit down and talk. The Joint Law En- 
forcement Agreement is a contract and either 
party can opt out with 30 days notice. We de- 
cided to opt out and we gave them over 60 days 
notice.” 

“There is a need for more communication with 

the National Government.” He said that when 

he writes letters to the President he receives no 

response. He shook his head in what we per- 
ceived to be frustration, “Then I follow up with 

another letter and another and I still don’t get 

an answer.” 

He said that his office had prepared a bill for 
Congress to consider that might begin to help 

with the problem of the National Government 

deciding state land issues. 

Local attorney Martin Jano said that the bill was 

drafted by Scott Garvey, the State Attorney Gen- 

eral. Jano was sent a copy of the bill by the 

AG’s office for his comments. He said that the 

bill essentially proposes that an FSM Land Court 

be established in each state and that the court be 

staffed by state citizens. 

“T have had a chance to review the draft bill to 

create a FSM Land Court. Ifthe bill becomes a 

law, I am confident it will force Pohnpei and 

Yap out of the FSM,” Jano’s letter said. 

He pointed out in a phone interview that Pohnpei 

already has its own land court and that the bill 

wouldn’t solve the problem in his opinion. 

In his letter he pointed to Article XI, Section 6 
(a) which, he said, in combination with the jour- 

nal of the Micronesian Constitutional Conven- 
tion proves that the framers of the Constitution 
intended “to keep the national court completely 
our of land matters.” 

“Despite the intent of the framers of the Consti- 
tution, and the fact that the people of Micron- 
esia had approved the Constitution, the National 
court, has engaged in calculated efforts to do 
away with the clear intent of the framers of the 
Constitution which has resulted in a continuing 
friction between the States and the national gov- 
ernment which some people have predicted has 
assured the eventual collapse of the federation,” 

Jano said in his letter. 

Marstella Jack, former FSM Attorney General 

said that the FSM Supreme Court felt that it had 
jurisdiction in the civil action filed against the 
Gilmete’s because of the diversity of the citi- 
zens involved in the case. The FSM Supreme 
Court by law has jurisdiction over legal matters 
involving foreign citizens. While Yvette 
Etscheit Adams and Renee Etscheit Varner, two 

of the plaintiffs in the civil action are FSM citi- 
zens, some of the stake holders in Carlos Etscheit 

Pacific 

Learning 

Resources for 

Education and 

Soap Company, Inc. which is a company with a 
foreign investment permit are US citizens. 

Jack said that Article XI 6 (a) explicitly says 
that the National Government has no jurisdic- 
tion in cases involving disputes over ownership 
of land. The court, she said, probably felt it had 
jurisdiction in the Etscheit-Varner vs Gilmete 
action because the case involved a dispute over 
a contractual lease rather than a land ownership 
matter. 

She said that the only way that the FSM Su- 
preme Court would have jurisdiction in what 
might be seen as a “land issue” is if there is di- 
versity of citizenship. Foreigners are not al- 
lowed by law to own land in the FSM and soa 
case on “land issues” could never be about own- 
ership of the land. 

She said that the FSM could vote to update the 
wording of the Constitution through an amend- 
ment. This specific topic was presented to FSM 
voters twice before but the proposed amendment 

did not receive the required number of votes and 
was defeated. 

In the history of the FSM no proposed amend- 

ments to the FSM constitution have ever been 

successfully passed by voters. President Mori 

recently sent to Congress for consideration a 

proposal to lower the number of votes required 
to pass an amendment. 

By August 1, Governor Ehsa had not received a 

response to his July 22™ letter either but he said 

that he had not grown impatient with that fact 

yet. He said that he’s pretty sure that the FSM 

Government is working on a response but that 

it might take some time. 

The FSM’s Chief of Staff Kasio E. Mida said 
by telephone that a response was not ready yet 
and that Maketo Robert, the Secretary of the De- 

partment of Justice was in the process of review- 
ing the situation and preparing a response. Sec- 

retary Robert did not respond to our request for 
information on the issue. 

A lawyer from the FSM Supreme Court returned 
the phone call we made to Chief Justice Andon 
Amaraich. He said that the Chief Justice could 

not comment on Governor Ehsa’s notice of the 

termination of the Joint Law Enforcement 

Agreement with the FSM. Since a copy of the 
agreement had been filed as part of Pohnpei 
State’s motion to quash the orders of commit- 
ment for the Gilmete’s he was not allowed to 

comment on the ramifications that a termina- 

tion of the JLEA might have on his legal respon- 
sibilities. 

Iso Nahnken Ihlen Joseph delivered the 
Governor’s letter of notice regarding the pend- 
ing termination of the JLEA to President Mori. 
Mr. Joseph told Governor Ehsa that President 
Mori said during the meeting that he understood 
why the Governor was terminating the agree- 
ment. 

BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT 
SPECIALIST 

(#FY08-09) 

Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent experience required. Experience developing and writing large and government grants 

and contracts highly desirable. Proven experience writing and submitting articles, reports or other written products. 

Samples required. 

Application review is immediate and on-going until position is filled. Apply online or submit resume/cover letter 

indicating position title and number. This position is located in PREL’s Honolulu office. 

Seeking professional to research, facilitate teams, write and deliver funding mechanisms 

(grants, contracts, cooperative agreements and other mechanisms) that provide operating 

and program funding. Position requires extensive knowledge of and experience with the 

preparation of grant applications to private and public agencies. Position will provide 

P R E | technical assistance, write reports, develop templates and procedures relevant to the work 

4 . and will staff proposal development teams as needed. 

Attn: Human Resources 

Fax: (808) 441-1416 Email: jobs@prel.org 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Visit “Opportunities” at www.prel.org 
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Team FSM to compete in the 

Betjing 2008 Olympic Games 
By_Jim Tobin 

Kolonia, POHNPEI (FSMNOC) - The 

Federated States of Micronesia plans to send 
five athletes to this year’s Olympic Games 
competing in weightlifting, swimming and 
track and field. The Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games will be held from August 8 to 24. 
The FSM sports delegation will include: 5 
athletes, 5 coaches, 1 Chef de Mission, | 

doctor, 1 press attaché, 2 Olympic Youth 
Camp participants, FSMNOC President and 
Secretary General. The small FSM Gov- 
ernment VIP delegation will be led by FSM 
President Emanuel Mori, Secretary of 

Health and Socials Affairs Dr. Futalina 
Skilling, Yap Governor Sebastian Anefal, 

FSM Senator Tiwitor Aritos and two other 
guests. 

The FSM athletes will be led by Manuel 
Minginfel, male weightlifter from Yap State, 
who qualified for the Beijing Olympics in 
October 2006 at the IWF World 
Weightlifting Championships winning a sil- 
ver medal in the clean and jerk. In 2006, 
Manuel Minginfel, FSM Olympic 
weightlifter, was awarded a three year 
Beijing Olympic Games Athlete Scholarship 
funded by the International Olympic Com- 
mittee. Minginfel left the Oceania 
Weightlifting Institute, located in New 
Caledonia, in May and has since been train- 

ing 6 hours a day in Yap preparing for the 
games. He will compete in the Men’s 62 
kilogram weightlifting division at 10:00 am, 
Monday, August 11. 

Kerson Hadley and Debra Daniel, both from 

Ronnpel sia var Saas Bre ae 

connection. 

CALL FSM TELECOM FOR MORE INFORMATION! 

participants and will compete in the 50 meter 
free style in swimming. Hadley and Daniel 
were awarded Samsung Oceania Sports De- 
velopment Initiative Training Scholarships 
in April and have since been training on 
Guam under the supervision of coach 
Sweeter Daniel. They will compete in the 
50 meter freestyle in Beijing on Thursday 
and Friday, August 14 and 15. 

Jack Howard and Maria Ikelap, both from 
Chuuk State, were selected as wild card par- 

ticipants and will compete in the 100 meter 
dash in track and field. Howard and Ikelap 
received FSM National Olympic Commit- 
tee Olympic athlete training grants to pre- 
pare for the games. Howard has been train- 
ing the past 6 months on Guam with his per- 
sonal coach Carl Cruz and Ikelap has been 
training on Chuuk under the supervision of 
coach Marcellus Akapito. They will com- 
pete in the 100 meter dash in Beijing on 
Monday and Tuesday, August 18 and 19. 

The FSM had hoped to send a wrestler to 
the Beijing Olympics but Keitani Graham, 
Chuuk State, was not selected as a wild card 
athlete by the International Wrestling Fed- 
eration. Graham competed in the Olympic 
wrestling qualifiers in Rome and Serbia in 
May. The FSM hopes to send a wrestler to 
the next Olympic Games in London, En- 

gland in 2012. 

The Chef de Mission (chief of delegation) 
for the FSM will be Alik Isaac from Kosrae 
State with Dr. Felix Yomai, delegation doc- 
tor and Jay Alfonso, delegation press attaché 

TRY OUR 

WIRELESS 
INTERNET 

SERVICE IN KOLONIA 
AND PALIKIR CAPITOL 

To access the internet through our wireless network, make sure your com- 

puter has the right wireless gear. Most new computers come with built-in 

wireless transmitters. If it doesn’t, you can buy a wireless adapter that plugs 

into the PC card slot or USB port. When you turn your computer on in a WiFi 

hotspot, the computer will inform you that the network exists and will ask 

whether you want to connect to it. Call FSM Telecom to setup your WiFi 

FSM TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 
ph: 691.320.2740 fax: 691.320.2745 

making up the rest of the FSM sport del- 
egation that will reside in the official Beijing 
Olympic Games Village. Also attending the 
games will be FSM National Olympic Com- 
mittee President Berney Martin and Secre- 
tary General Jim Tobin. 

The FSM National Olympic Committee also 
selected two FSM participants, Michael 

Kigimnang (Yap State) and Roxie Moya 
(Pohnpei State) both Xavier High School 
students to attend the Olympic Youth Camp. 
The youth camp from August 5 to 17 will 
have two participants from the 205 Olym- 
pic nations. The campers will watch the 
opening ceremony of the games then tour 
China for the remaining 10 days. 

The FSM sports delegation departs arrives 
in Beijing on Tuesday, August 5, with the 
opening ceremony on Friday, August 8, 

closing ceremony on Sunday, August 24 and 
depart Beijing on Tuesday, August 26. 

The FSM National Olympic Committee 
wishes to thank the International Olympic 
Committee, Beijing Organizing Committee 
for the Olympic Games, Office of the Presi- 
dent, FSM National Government, FSM 

Congress, Embassy of the People’ s Repub- 
lic of China, Palm Terrace Shopping Cen- 

tre, Moylan’s Insurance, Balau Shipping and 
the Bank of the FSM for sponsoring the 
FSM delegation traveling to Beijing. 

24 hour live television broadcast of the 
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games will be shown 
on ICTV on channel 28 starting August 6" 
provided free to ICTV subscribers from the 
FSM National Olympic Committee through 
a special grant from the President of the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee. 

For Sale 

2003 Toyota Corolla 
4 door sedan 

US made 54,500 
miles 

$6,960 or best offer 
Phone 320-8893 

2003 Toyota 
Tacoma 

With Xtra Cab 
US made 39,500 

miles 

$7700 or best offer 
Phone 320-8893 

For 

Mobile 

Grsmte
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continued from page 2 

Contradicting that affidavit is an affidavit 
by the acting EDA director, Hernet Ringlen 
that states that according to EDA records, 
Mr. Anson was not a member of the EDA 
board. At the same time Pohnpei submitted 
attendance sheets for board meetings that 
appear to show that Mr. Anson is in fact an 
EDA board member. He said those conflicts 
must be resolved at trial and that consider- 
ation of this particular issues does not lead 
to the conclusion that Pohnpei will prevail 
on the merits. 

Pohnpei further contended in its motion that 
Oceania is acting outside the scope of its 
investment permit and that the defendants 
have exercised regulatory powers that can- 
not be delegated to a private entity. 
Amaraich said that even if the allegations 
were true, Pohnpei did not assist the court 
by outlining specific ways in which the de- 
fendants are operating outside of the scope 
ofthe permit. Nor did Pohnpei point to spe- 
cific regulatory powers that Oceania has 
assumed that they are prohibited from as- 
suming under state law and that they are 
now exercising in direct violation of the law. 
He said these matters should be considered 
after consideration of all of the evidence and 
Pohnpei had not met the standard of the like- 
lihood that they will prevail based on the 
merits of their case. 

On the last standard Amaraich said that 
Pohnpei’s claim that in the absence of a 
TRO, “defendants are allowed to brush 

aside relevant State laws...with impunity” 

rests on the assumption that a violation of 
state law is occurring. “Again, this argu- 
ment fails to assist the court by pointing to 
specific ways in which specific state laws 
are being violated so that a TRO or prelimi- 
nary injunction is justified. Thus Pohnpei 
has not shown that the factor of impact on 
the public interest supports issuance of the 
requested relief.” 

The Chief Justice denied the motion for a 
TRO and preliminary injunction. He also 
granted a requested expansion of time by 
which the defendants must file their re- 
sponse to Pohnpei’s claims. 

Fred Ramp said that they had asked for an 
expansion of time to file because Oceania 
had hoped to come to a peaceful solution to 
the problems with the State. They were 
unable to accomplish that and on Monday, 
July 28 Oceania filed its response which in- 
cluded counterclaims against Pohnpei State. 

He argued that since EDA is a separate en- 
tity from Pohnpei State Government with 
the power to sue and be sued, Pohnpei State 
did not have legal standing to file the civil 
action. 

As counterclaims Oceania says that its first 
cause of action is for tortuous interference 
with contract and that they are entitled to 
compensatory damages in such amount as 
may be determined at trial. 

They say that the actions of Pohnpei State 
in falsely casting aspersions on the honesty, 
integrity, credit, financial, and technical ca- 

Security Services — 

Expressions of Interest 
The Tuna Commission invites expressions of interest from 

qualified individuals or firms for the provision of security 

services to its headquarters property. Minimum hours are 

expected to be 4.30pm to 8am on normal working days and 

24 hours a day on weekends and Commission legal 

holidays. Services are expected to commence in mid 

September and a contract for one year is proposed. 

Expressions of interest should at a minimum indicate the 

fee level, relevant background, experience, and a 

description of how it is proposed that the security services 

will be delivered. All staff involved must be able to produce 

medical and police clearances as well as references. Further 

information and an inspection of the property can be 

arranged by calling the Finance and Administration Officer 

on 320-1992. The closing date for expressions of interest is 

18 August 2008. These should be marked for the attention 

of the Finance and Administration Officer and may be 

delivered to the Commission’s Receptionist or mailed to 

Box 2356 Kolonia, emailed to wepfe@mail.fm, or faxed to 

320-1108. 

pability, efficiency and business character 
of Oceania constitutes defamation entitling 
them to compensatory damages. 

During the hearing and also in paragraph 

23 of their amended complaint, June 
Bacalando, an Assistant Attorney General 
of Pohnpei State, alleged that Oceania had 
been paying salaries in cash in order to avoid 
taxes. 

Oceania denied that allegation saying that 
they do pay the salaries of certain EDA staff 
pursuant to the Management Agreement and 
that salary payments are made by check. 
They said that certain Social Security con- 
tributions for EDA employees have not yet 
been paid due to uncertainty as to the em- 
ployees’ employment status. The company 
argued that they are remedying that prob- 
lem, have met with the Social Security Ad- 
ministration, are in the process of prepar- 
ing the proper Social Security forms and 
intend to pay the outstanding Social Secu- 
rity taxes and penalties. 

Oceania’s third cause of action is for fraud 
and misrepresentation. They say that the 
actions of Pohnpei State including the seiz- 
ing of EDA assets, repeated wrongful at- 
tempts to force EDA to rescind the Man- 
agement Agreement and attempts to destroy 
the business endeavors of Oceania in the 
FSM and other similar acts constitute fraud 
and intentional negligent misrepresentation 
entitling Oceania to compensatory damages. 

They said that the issuance of a foreign in- 
vestment permit by Pohnpei State created 
an implied contract between the State of 
Pohnpei and Oceania that authorizes 

Oceania to do business in accordance with 

the terms of the permit. Because of the 
state’s actions toward Oceania the implied 
contract with the state was breached and 
Oceania is entitled to compensation. 

Oceania further said that the Management 
Agreement between Oceania and EDA isa 
property right protected under the Consti- 
tution of the FSM and by the Constitution 
of Pohnpei State. In depriving Oceania of 
the free exercise of their property rights their 
civil rights have been violated and they are 
entitled to compensatory damages includ- 
ing reimbursement for attorney’s fees. 

As a final cause of action Oceania pointed 
to Section 142 (c) of the Compact of Free 
Association between the United States and 
the Federated States of Micronesia. They 
said that under that section US citizens seek- 
ing to invest in the FSM are entitled to im- 
migration related procedures that are no less 
favorable than those adopted by the gov- 
ernment of the United States with respect 
to citizens of the FSM residing in the US. 
Citizens of the FSM in the US have an un- 
fettered right to work and engage in busi- 
ness in the US, including an unfettered right 

to be employed by businesses created by 
them in the US, free of constraints of for- 

eign investment or other similar laws. 

They said that the violation of that agree- 
ment by Pohnpei State entitles Oceania to 
compensatory damages and reimbursement 
for attorney’s fees. 

At press time a hearing date had not yet been 
set for the full trial on the matter. 

CWC Diabetes 3rd Walk-A-Thon 

53 men, women, and children braved the 
elements in the early morning hours and 
walked, sometimes wading, the 2 mile Dia- 
betes walk-a-thon event hosted by the 
Chuuk Women’s Council on Saturday, July 
26, 2008. 

Show time for this walk-a-thon was 5:30am 
with a 6:00am go time. At 6:00am it was 
still dark, windy, and raining hard but all 
participants took off anyway in good spirits 
and all wearing their pedometers to record 
the steps taken during this 2 mile walk. 

Part of the incentive for the walkers was the 
nice insulated cups that would be awarded 
to the top 12 finishers. The youngest fin- 
isher was a 7 year old girl and the oldest 
finisher was a 61 year old man — both earn- 
ing insulated cups for finishing in the top 
12. 

Event coordinator Kiki Stinnett said that 

funding and support for this event was pro- 
vided to the Chuuk Women’s Council by 
AusAID, Direct Aid Program, and Papa Ola 
Lokahi, a Pacific Diabetes Education 
Project out of Honolulu. 

The 4" and final family Walk-A-Thon for 
this year will be held in November 2008 and 
coincides with the International Diabetes 
Month. Kiki Stinnett said that this event 
should be the largest one held this year and 
they are expecting a big turnout. 

The Chuuk Women’s Council is very active 
in promoting healthy living and conserva- 
tion and environmental issues in Chuuk 
State. This latest family/fun walk-a-thon to 
focus on diabetes health and prevention is 
just one of many events held annually by 
the CWC.
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continued from page 1 

cleaner than diesel but can only be used in 
climates with temperatures that remain con- 
stant enough to keep the oil from solidify- 

ing. The website boasts that the soaps and 
oils are biodegradable. 

They also sell non-coconut products like 
Sakau and Pohnpei black pepper, a black 
pepper that gourmet chefs from around the 
world have hailed as the best. 

The selling price of copra is not much bet- 
ter today than it was in 1974. Pohnpei Co- 
conut Products recently faced a shortage of 
copra. However, just a few weeks ago they 
bought 200 bags of the coconut product 
from the FSM’s Coconut Development Au- 
thority. PCPI pays 15 cents a pound for 
husked and chopped copra. Each of the bags 
they recently bought contained 100 pounds 
of copra, a total of 10 tons purchased for 

$3000 at PCP’s current purchase rate. 

Peterson Sam said that before the plant 
burned down they had converted 36 bags, 
1.8 tons of copra into fuel that would run in 
diesel engines. The remaining 8.2 tons was 
burned in the July 24 fire. 

The Sam’s said that Pohnpei State Police 
Officials were investigating the cause of the 
blaze. When The Kaselehlie Press inter- 
viewed the Sam’s there was a tiny padlock 
on the gate and no police line tape on the 

scene. 

We asked whether the company had any 
enemies that might burn down the plant. 
Kadalino and Peterson said that they 
couldn’t think of any one. “No one around 
here would do it’’, said Peterson. 

Inside the burned out structure, electrical 

wires that appeared to be haphazardly run, 
dangled at eye level. Peterson said that 
when the plant closes for the night the gen- 
erator that provides power to the plant is 
shut down. After that there is no electrical 
power in those lines. The plant is not con- 
nected to power provided by Pohnpei Utili- 
ties Corporation. Nothing was different on 
the night of the fire. The source of the blaze 
could not have been an electrical problem. 

When asked if he had any theories on what 
might have caused the fire, Kadalino Sam 
speculated that it might have been caused 
by spontaneous combustion of copra cake 
that could have been bagged before it had 
thoroughly cooled after the heat drying pro- 
cess. 

PCPI is pursuing all avenues available to 
them to finance the rebuilding of the plant. 
If they are able to secure financing, Peterson 

said that they hope to build a fire proof stor- 
age room for the dried copra. 

At press time a police report had not yet been 

completed. 

... Investigator 
continued from page 2 

members. Emeliana Musrasrik is the Chair- 

person of the Commission. Members in- 
clude Frank Semens, Itor Harris, Henry 
Phillip, and Francisco Cantero. Members 

were appointed by the Governor with ad- 
vice and consent of the Legislature. The 
Commission meets every thirty days and as 
needed in cases of emergency. 

Amor is the first Internal Investigator in 
Pohnpei State since the Department of Pub- 
lic Safety was reorganized approximately 
fifteen years ago. 

Lino Amor will be responsible to receive 
and investigate all complaints from the pub- 
lic on any matter relative to the jurisdiction 
and activities against any member of the 
division of police and security. 

Amor said that the Police Commission of- 
fice for internal affairs has moved out of the 
detective’s office of the Pohnpei State Po- 
lice Department. The office is now located 
at the State Attorney General’s Office. He 
said that arrangement is temporary and that 
the Police Commission hopes to arrange for 
suitable office space that is independent. 

He said that the move to the AG’s office 

was a good one because it provides a sepa- 
ration from police officers about whom he 
might one day receive a complaint. An in- 

dependent office would be better he said, 

but the recent move is the best one currently 

available. 

Amor said that he has received good coop- 
eration from the management of the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety so far, and that most 

police officers seem to understand that if 
they are out of line they will be disciplined. 

He’s been in the position for approximately 

one month. When asked what kind of vol- 
ume of complaints he has received since 
taking his new office he said, “Let’s put it 
this way. There’s work to do.” 

Commission Chairperson Emy Musrasrik 
said that the volume of reports has been high 
since the office opened. 

Amor said that he wants to be sure that com- 
munity members are aware that his office 
will investigate every valid report against 
any police officer. He said that every re- 
port other than matters of internal adminis- 
tration such as excessive absenteeism or 
other matters of management will receive 
at least a preliminary investigation. 

He said that reports of criminal activity by 
police officers are shared with the Police 
Commission who reviews the reports. The 
reports are then passed to the Director of 
the Department of Public Safety whose re- 
sponsibility it is to pass the information on 
to the Attorney General’s office for pros- 
ecution. 

Members of the community can reach the 
Police Commission office by calling 320- 
2803 or 320-2356. Your call will be handled 

Vi 

fsmtc 
FSMTC is pleased to inform the general public and especially its valued customers that FSMTC will be 

switching over to a new upgraded GSM cellular network effective Sunday August 17, 2008 00:00 AM 

Pohnpei time. All FSMTC cellular customers should expect improved services after this upgrade and we 

encourage anyone to report to FSMTC customer service any difficulty or service disruption he or she 

may encounter. 

Effective with the cutover to the new network, customers should be informed about the following: 

To Check BALANCE dialing 234 charge $0.10 airtime 

To Check BALANCE dialing 767 charge $0.10 airtime 

To Check BALANCE dialing *767# FREE 

FSMTC has worked hard to maintain all service applications the same so as to minimize disruption to 

existing methods of using the cellular services. FSMTC will continue to work hard to bring new and 

exciting services as the network expansion progresses. 

Thank you. 

confidentially and anonymously. 

(
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Like the Five Olympic Rings from which they draw their color and inspiration, Fuwa will serve as the Official Mascots of Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games: Beibei is the Fish, Jingjing is the Panda, Huanhuan is the Olympic Flame, Yingying is the Tibetan Antelope and Nini is the Swallow. 

When you put their names together — Bei Jing Huan Ying Ni— they say “Welcome to Beijing”. 
Official website: http://en.beijing2008.cn 

16 FSM Students Won the Chinese 
Government Full Scholarships for the 

Year 2008/2009 

In academic year of 2008-2009, 16 students from the Federated States of Micronesia 
obtained the Chinese Government Full Scholarships, and are matriculated by institutions 
of higher learning in China. There have been 40 FSM students pursuing their advanced 
studies in universities and colleges in China, according to the official statistics from the 
Ministry of Education of China. 16 students are from states of Chuuk, Pohnpei, Yap and 

Kosrae respectively. One of them is going to do post-graduate study for master’s degree. 
They will major in different subjects, such as International Economics and Trade, Civil 

Engineering, Business Administration, Political Science, Computer Science & Technol- 
ogy, International Law, Stomatology, Preschool Education, Oceanography, Environmen- 
tal Science, Film Directing, Chinese Language, and Mathematics & Applied Mathemat- 
ics in 12 universities, including University of International Business and Economics, 
University of Science and Technology Beijing, Xiamen University, Southwest University, 
Shandong University, Wuhan University, Beijing Language and Culture University, The 
Central Academy of Drama, etc. Applicants with no command of Chinese language are 
generally required to take Chinese language courses for | year before assigning to their 
major studies. 

As for those who wish to enjoy the Full Scholarship program in the coming year, the 
applicants may apply for the Chinese Government Full Scholarship to the Chinese Em- 
bassy in the FSM between January and February every year, after the Embassy sends a 
note to Department of Foreign Affairs and Department of Education of the FSM to notify 
the academic year’s scholarship plan. Department of Foreign Affairs informs Departments 
of Education of the four states, taking charge of collecting the applications, and sending 
all application materials to the Chinese Embassy by the end of April. 

Mike Hasurmai, a trainee from Yap went to China for Marine Culture training 
in July 2008 along with a multi-national group 

This page paid for by the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the FSM 

Farewell Luncheon for Secretary 
Dr. Skilling 

On July 28, 2008, H.E. LIU Fei, Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of P.R.China to 

the F.S.M., gave a farewell luncheon for Secretary of Health, Sports and Social Affairs, Dr. Vita 
Skilling before she set out for Beijing Olympic Games. Secretary General of FSMNOC Mr. James 
Tobin was present. 

Ambassador LIU welcomed Dr. Skilling to attend the opening ceremony of Beijing Olympic 

Games on August 8". Beijing is ready to receive friends from the world and to provide the best 
services. She believes that the FSM delegation will have a successful visit and the athletes achieve 
excellent results. 

Dr. Skilling thanked Ambassador LIU and the Chinese host for all the hospitality and thoughtful 
arrangements and she was very excited for her first trip to China. 
Holding the local hanging handcraft with Olympic logo, the guests took a picture with H.E. LIU Fei 
and the Embassy staff members. 

2008 Human Resources Development 

Program in China 
Since the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China sponsored seminars/train- 

ing courses for officials, senior managerial personnel and specialized technicians in developing 
countries a few years ago, the program has got remarkable recognition and great support from both 
Chinese and foreign governments and agencies, and served as bridges of friendship and coopera- 
tion between China and other developing countries. 

Through communications and discussions, the seminars/training courses conducted in English 
aim at teaching managerial experience and practical techniques, promoting the traditional friend- 
ship and cooperation in economic and trade field between China and other developing countries 
and accelerating human resource development and economic and social development in those 
countries. 

In 2008, the program for the Pacific island countries provides 92 seminar/training courses in 
different sectors like agriculture, bamboo & rattan utilization, aquaculture, hydro power, environ- 
mental management, renewable energy technology, tourism, telecommunication & network, E- 
commerce, computer, media, food safety management, quarantine, maritime rescue, acupuncture, 
prevention & treatment of tropical diseases, social development, etc. About 180 participants from 
the FSM are invited. For each participant to be nominated for the seminars, a FSM nationality, 
fluent English, good health, and being free of infectious diseases are basic requirements. The par- 
ticipants’ personal data required shall be delivered to and approved by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, before they are sent to the Economic and Commercial Counselor’s Office of the Chinese 
Embassy to be reviewed and approved. The Chinese Government is responsible for the following 
expenses: round international trips and transfers, accommodation and transportation in China, ac- 
cident insurance in China, treatment of acute diseases, and daily allowance. 

So far, 25 participants from the four states have attended seminars and enjoyed their wonderful 
experiences in China, where they attended lectures by the Chinese governmental officials and 
scholars who introduced policies and measures involved in China’s economic and social develop- 
ment, and discussed means of applying these experiences back to their countries. They traveled to 
institutions, enterprises and some tural areas to get a real image of developing China. They also 
have chances to talk with the Chinese local officials and entrepreneurs and share information on the 
economic situation, investment circumstances, trade policies and cooperation intents of the FSM, 
thus finding more opportunities and approaches for bilateral economic cooperation. By July, 47 
participants have been nominated for 30 seminars. For the second half year of 2008, 12 participants 
are in schedule. 

“T hope I will go back again for the same seminar next year and I love China.” One of the 
participants wrote in his report, “and I believe every participant shares the same feeling. 

More information on “2008 Human Resources Development Program in China’ will be avail- 
able on the website: http://fm.chineseembassy.org/eng/xwdt/t461531.htm 
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Pacific Tuna Tagging Project vessel is 
working in the FSM EEZ 
By Bill Jaynes 

The Kaselehlie Press 

(Pohnpei, FM) — Antony Lewis, a large and jovial man, has a well 
honed sense of humor and it is easy to like him instantly on the first 
meeting. He has great fun with life but he is dead serious about the 
Pacific Tuna Tagging Program that he heads up. The Soltai Number 

105 from the Solomon Islands based a portion of the second phase of a massive tuna tagging 
operation in Pohnpei from June 29 through July 25". 

A cocktail party sponsored by the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (the 
Tuna Commission) in honor of the project and 
its crew members was held at China Star Res- 
taurant. Some staff members of the Tuna Com- 
mission spoke with excitement about the fish- 
ing trip they had been on earlier in the day on the 
Soltai. In one and a half hours 800 tuna were 
caught by means of the Japanese fishing method 
of long poles., tagged and released. 

In that method barbless hooks are used on 
lines attached to long poles that have no reels. 
The fishing action takes place within large 
schools of tuna. The hook is baited and dropped 
into the ocean. When a fish takes it the fish is 
rapidly lifted out of the water. In commercial 
operations the fisherman unhooks the fish in the 
air and it lands on the deck. In the tagging op- 
eration people serving as catchers catch the fish, 
unhook it, and place it ona measuring rack. The 
recorder records the data about the fish, the tagger 
tags the fish in the second dorsal fin, and the fish 

is returned to the water less than 10 seconds af- 
ter it left the water probably wondering what just 
happened to it. 

Lewis and a dreadlock sporting crew mem- 
ber from the Solomon’s named Thomas said, 
“Tt’s all very exciting!” 

But this story is not about the fishing and the 

fast exciting pace of it. It’s about the Tagging 
Project itself; The Secretariat of the Pacific Com- 
munity is conducting the region-wide tuna tag- 
ging project on behalf of the Tuna Commission. 
The stated goal of the program is to improve 
stock assessment and management of skipjack, 
yellowfin, and bigeye tuna in the Pacific Ocean. 

Recently data was released that said that last 
year the tuna catch in the Pacific was again at all 
time record levels. Lewis said that in addition to 
the increase in the number of fishing vessels in 
the area technology has stacked the odds in the 
favor of fishing companies. The Soltai uses some 
of the technology themselves. The vessel has a 
new and sophisticated bird radar designed to spot 
flocks of birds that would be feeding on bait balls, 
the same bait fish that tuna feed on. 

Phase | of the tuna tagging project concen- 
trated on highly fished waters around Papua New 
Guinea and the Solomon Islands. It consisted of 
two three-month cruises in the waters of PNG 

followed by two one-month cruises in Solomons 
Islands waters. The first phase ended with the 
tagging of the 100,000" tuna. Fishing and sub- 
sequent tagging was carried out primarily on 
anchored fish aggregating devices (FADs). 

Two types of electronic tags were used dur- 
ing Phase | — acoustic transmitting tags and ar- 
chival storage tags. 

By April 30", 2008, 10,000 tags of the 
100,000 fish that were tagged had been recov- 

ered. 
Phase 2 which recently began will initially 

operate in the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Palau, Indonesia and the Philippines. 

SPC materials said that the implementation 
of measure to maximize the return of recaptured 
tags is crucial to the success of the Pacific Tuna 
Tagging Project in general. The success of the 
tag recovery procedures is highly dependent on 
the cooperation of the commercial fishing in- 
dustry. Without incentives commercial fishing 
vessels might not have a motivation to report the 
recapture of a tag. 

Rewards are paid to tag finders for the return 
of tags. For conventional tags, a reward of $10 
per tag return is paid. For archival tags, a reward 

of $250 for each tag return is paid. For acoustic 
transmitting tags, a reward of $50 for each tag 
return is paid. The differential rewards reflect 

the value of the hardware or of the data accom- 
panying the tag. 

Assuming that there is complete reporting of 
the higher value tags, any significant differences 
in return rates between conventional and elec- 
tronic tags might be attributable to non-report- 
ing of conventional tags. Even that information 
will be important for subsequent modeling of 
the tag-return data. 

In addition to the bounty on tags regular an- 
nual or biannual lotteries with attractive cash 
prizes will also be held in key locations through- 
out the Pacific region. 

If you catch a tuna with a tag on it record the 
species of the recaptured tuna. Record the tag 
number. Record the fork length of the recap- 
tured tuna. Record the location/position of re- 
capture and send the tag recovery information 
to Secretariat of the Pacific Community. Con- 
tact Brian Kumasi at email address 
briank@spc.int for more information. 

Tenth Festival of 

Pacific Arts in 

American Samoa 

included traditional as 

well as contemporary 
art forms 

The Conservation Society of 
Pohnpei celebrates its 10° 
Anniversary 
By Bill Jaynes 
The Kaselehlie Press 

(Kolonia, Pohnpei) — On July 25 the Con- 
servation Society celebrated is 10" anniver- 
sary with a ceremony and displays at the 
Spanish Wall park in Kolonia, Pohnpei. 
Special speakers included founding CSP 
board member Bill Raynor, former director 

Willy Kostka, Governor John Ehsa, and 

Salvador Iriarte, the Iso Nahnken of Nett. 
Current CSP Director Patterson Shed was 
the master of ceremonies for the ceremo- 
nies. 

Bill Raynor said that in 1997 there was 
no NGO that focused on conservation in 
Pohnpei when 16 people met at The Village 
restaurant to discuss the possibility of start- 
ing one. He said that by the end of the meet- 
ing they had agreed to begin the Conserva- 
tion Society of Pohnpei. He said that none 
of them knew if it would work but they knew 
that something needed to be done. 

Since that time CSP has attracted mil- 
lions of dollars in state and national conser- 
vation projects. Because of what was be- 
gun 10 years ago in Pohnpei, other conser- 
vation society’s and conservation programs 
sprang up around the Pacific. He said that 
Kosrae, Chuuk, Yap, the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands all started formalized con- 
servation programs as a result of the accom- 
plishments of the Pohnpei Conservation 
Society. 

Governor Ehsa was the keynote speaker 
at the event and presented to the gathered 
crowd, his views on Pohnpei and the idea 
of conservation. He spoke of the inspiring 
leadership of Sapwikini and the scores of 

ancestors who set out to construct Pohnpei’s 
land and seascape despite challenges and 
of how those ancestors had overcome those 
obstacles to create the unique gift called 
“Pohnpei Sarawi” that Pohnpeians have all 

come to enjoy. 
He said that Pohnpei is unique in the 

world because of its high levels of species 
diversity. He pointed out that Pohnpei has 
the region’s last remaining grouper spawn- 
ing aggregation site at Kehpara Island. Of 
the over 300 species of trees found in 
Pohnpei more than 100 can only be found 
in Pohnpei. Of the over 60 bird species half 
can only be found in Pohnpei including the 
State Bird, the Serehd or Pohnpei Lorry. It 
is the only endemic parrot species found in 
all of Micronesia. The island of Ant has 
spawning and aggregation sites for several 
fish species and many sea turtles make Ant 
their nesting grounds. One of the last re- 
maining sea bird rookeries in the region is 
at the island of Wolouna. The vast man- 
grove forest surrounds and protects the is- 
land and holds wonders for those who can 
“get over the mosquito fright.” 

Pohnpei is a place worthy of protection 
but protecting it is not anew business. “For 
over 2000 years our forefathers have done 
their bit as guardians and have demonstrated 
their outstanding skill in undertaking that 
role...The past ten years could rightly be 
called a decade of conservation rebirth for 
Pohnpei.” 

He pointed out some of the highlights of 
the efforts of CSP for the last ten years. 

Pohnpei has 11 community based Ma- 
rine Protected Areas. Watershed areas 
boundaries have been legally surveyed in 

U and Madolenihmw. In general, there is 
increased environmental awareness and 
education through formalized programs of 
education. 

He said that high fuel and food prices 
have begun to force families to turn back to 
the land and the sea in higher numbers. 
“One-third of our forest has been lost in the 

past 20 years mainly due to sakau cultiva- 
tion, 1/3 of our reef is dead from sedimen- 

tation and another 1/3 is highly threatened 
by land-based development, and all data 
points to the fact that we are over fishing 
our reefs at almost two times its carrying 
capacity.” 

Governor Ehsa said, that Pohnpeians 
cannot count on a government officer in 
Kolonia to care for the island but that 
Pohnpei communities must be the first line 
of defense. 

“Only when the last tree has died and the 
last river has been poisoned and the last fish 
has been caught will we realize that we can- 
not eat money.” 

“My administration recognizes CSP asa 
local conservation leader that brings sub- 
stantial additional resources to biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable livelihood de- 
velopment in Pohnpei, and I pledge that the 
State Government will do all that it can to 
continue to support and grow the effort that 
CSP has begun in Pohnpei. But it will take 
more than just CSP. Today I ask everyone 
here — government employees, the private 
sector, NGO staff members, farmers and 

fishermen — to take up the challenge of 
sustainably managing our fisheries, our 
mangrove forests, our swamp lands, our 
upland forests, our unique natural heritage 
that our ancestors cared for and passed onto 
us for our benefit and that of future genera- 
tions. I’d like to thank CSP for showing us 
the way to move forward. Let’s all move 
forward together to secure a better future 
for our children and their children!”
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Cash versus Law and Order 

When I first arrived in Pohnpei in Janu- 
ary of 2001 I was shocked to find out 
that the minimum wage was $1.35 an 
hour and that even that paltry sum was 
not always paid as the law required. 
Often trainees in new jobs, if they were 
paid at all were paid an hourly rate as 
low as 75 cents an hour. Bosses who 
paid cash to their employees, perhaps 
to avoid paying tax on those wages 
sometimes paid even less than that. 

In 2001 kerosene for stoves and fuel for 

vehicles went for just over $2 per gal- 
lon. 

The price per kilowatt hour for electric- 
ity in January of 2001 was 22.17 cents. 
I remember being outraged at the price 
then. Two days ago I paid 51.06 cents 
per kilowatt hour which, now that I think 
about it is a fortunate price. While gaso- 
line prices at the pump have surged to 
nearly triple what we all paid in 2001, 
the price for electricity in Pohnpei has 
increased by just over | and a half times 
the 2001 price. 

In January of 2001, if you were lucky 
enough to own a stove whose flames 
were powered by LP (Liquid Petroleum) 
Gas the price was $120 for a 100 pound 
tank. Amongst those three “utilities”, 
the cost for a tank of LP gas has had the 
lowest price increase at only 80%. 

“Only” an 80% price increase in just 
under 8 years?! Man! I never thought 
I’d see myself putting those words in 
print! 

The utilities price increases are not like 
the rice price increases that occurred a 
few years ago when there was a short- 
age for a short time due to shipping. At 
that time, the few businesses that had 

rice in stock jacked up their prices be- 
cause so many others didn’t have it. The 
Pohnpei Price Commission hasn’t been 
functioning for years and so no one put 
a stop to it. 

Today you can feel free to buy rice at 
local businesses. They have it but the 
price has more than doubled since 2001. 
A majority of those price increases have 
occurred in the last few months when a 
worldwide shortage of rice began to be 
noticed. 

There will be more worldwide food 
price increases as world leaders try to 
find a solution to the increased price of 
fuel. Worldwide huge amount of food 
that might otherwise have been har- 
vested to power human bodies has been 
diverted to the production of ethanol to 
power our cars. 

At the Conservation Society of 
Pohnpei’s 10 year anniversary celebra- 

tion on the 25" of July, Governor John 

Ehsa pointed out that Pohnpei’s 
economy has, over the years moved to- 
ward a cash basis. Where people in 
Pohnpei could traditionally live off of 
the land and the ocean they now need 
cash in order to eat and for many other 
purposes. 

Many people in the FSM can’t keep up. 
I’m certainly one of them. The average 
cash on hand available per person is not 
enough to keep up with 300%, 150%, 
or even 80% price increases and still the 
minimum wage is $1.35 an hour. 

I don’t think that raising the minimum 
wage would solve the problem of cash. 
Maybe it would for a while, until busi- 
nesses owners further raised prices in 
order to pay the increased salary. Be- 
fore long there would be a general 
clamor to increase the minimum wage 
again and higher prices would again be 
the result and on an on it would go until 
before too long, as Larry Norman said 
in one of his songs, ‘“‘a piece of bread 
would buy a bag of gold.” 

Something different needs to be injected 
into the equation. The same old solu- 
tions will simply yield the same old 
tired, worn out, economically draining 
results for the FSM. Perhaps more busi- 
ness opportunities and an improved 
business environment is one possible 
solution. 

People in the FSM are looking for solu- 
tions to the cash problem and no one 
seems to know the answer. They are 
turning to many things. They’re plant- 
ing and harvesting and fishing more. 
They’re cooking over open fires. 
They’re walking a great deal more than 
they did before fuel prices got to be what 
they are. They’re sitting in the dark 
more than they used to do. 

Some people have decided that the so- 
lution is to break the law. 

According to Pohnpei Utilities Corpo- 
ration, at least one business owner by- 
passed several meters in his business so 
that he had “free” power. Free to him 
that is; PUC will ultimately have to pass 
their power generation revenue losses 
to the rest of the consumers in Pohnpei 
who actually pay their bills. The cus- 
tomer probably thought that he was 
above the law and unless there is a pros- 
ecution for theft of cash power, he will 
have been correct. 

The Pohnpei State AG’s office says that 
the offense is a crime called Theft of 
Utility Services (61 pc 6-156) punishable 
by not more than six months in jail and/ 
ora fine of not more than $100. He said 
that further charges could be filed that 
would make it a potentially more seri- 

ous offense but that would depend on 
the value of the services stolen. PUC 
has a separate fine of $500 per bypassed 
meter. 

Within the last week I have heard word 
that at least two businesses in Pohnpei 
have begun to make money from pros- 
titution in Pohnpei. 

I know. The subject is not supposed to 
be talked about in public and this paper 
is very public in the FSM. I apologize 
for mentioning it. 

Because of the “new” cash economy 
people, more and more are asking them- 
selves, “How do I get cash and how to I 
get it fast?” 

“What do I have to sell that will sell 

quickly?” 

A young girl might think that she has 
nothing else to sell but her body. 

A business owner might think that they 
could cover their overhead expenses by 
attracting several girls who think that 
way. Those girls might be willing to 
pay for the use of facilities the business 
owns so that the girl has a place to prac- 
tice the oldest of trades while men line 
up outside their doors full of anticipa- 
tion and with cash in hand. 

The streets of Pohnpei are abuzz with 
rumors of taxi drivers that can be called 
to deliver a “banana” to your door. I 
think some people still call them 
“wanteds” as well, girls who will do 
nearly anything with nearly anyone for 

a few dollars. 

Do desperate times call for desperate 
measures? I can see how some people 
might think so. To quote an old blues 
man, “Times is hard.” 

“No man is an island.” Law and order 
is a system of rules and consequences 
based on what the people of any juris- 
diction think is acceptable behavior. It’s 
supposed to keep the consequences of 
behavior that the community considers 
to be unacceptable from spilling over on 
to other people in the community. 

For instance, theft of utility services 
might result in higher prices for other 
customers or if enough people did it, 
complete shut down of the utility be- 
cause of an inability of the utility com- 
pany to pay their bills because no one 
has to pay them for the service anymore. 
Prostitution, without discussing any of 
the moral issues involved can introduce 
diseases into the community that can be 
devastating. 

Without law and order what would keep 
me from taking something you have just 
because I think I need it? 

Law and order should not be thrown out 
the door even in times of skyrocketing 
prices, rampant unemployment, and 
stagnant wages for those who are em- 
ployed. It isn’t just a good idea, it’s vi- 
tal to the people who call the FSM home. 

Bill Jaynes 
Managing Editor 

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor: 

Two weeks ago today as I was watching CNN, I was surprised to learn that 

in the history of the petroleum industry worldwide when the fuel price was 

down from 146 plus to 138 plus, it was the biggest drop in seventeen years. 

Wow, seventeen years, this is extremely a long period of time and the 

decrease is only like eight dollars plus. This is astonishing knowing the 

price hike has just felt in this part of the world not too long ago. How 

would it affect the price here in Pohnpei considering the many changes we 

have seen in the short past when Pohnpeian consumers started to feel the 

effects of the world price rise? The price of fuel has even reduced 

tremendously below $125 a barrel and fewer times it has gone up by a 

dollar or two and here we are talking about over ten dollars drop in addition 

to the eight dollars plus. This sharp drop translates to about twenty dollars. 

As of this writing the price is in the neighborhood of $123. How much less 

would we realize when paying for cash power and fuel at the pump stations 

nowadays? It seems though that the price has been steady for a while. This 

is good news for every consumer worldwide. Let us the Pohnpeian 

consumers wait and see... 

Ausen T. Lambert
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Entertainment 

Seen Any Good Movies Lately? Sa 
By N.N. Isaac 
The Kaselehlie Press 

After watching a particularly disappoint- 
ing movie, it’s always nice to cleanse 
one’s palate with a sure-fire classic that’s 
guaranteed to bring the smile and sun- 
shine back into the world. With that in 
mind, I’d like to suggest a couple of ex- 
cellent films that never fail to satisfy and 
inspire regardless of how many times I 
watch them. 

The Motorcycle Diaries (2004) (Diarios 

de motocicleta) 

With one semester left before graduating 
from medical school, a young Argentine 
and his biochemist friend embark on a he- 
donistic journey across the South Ameri- 
can continent on a decrepit motorcycle 
dubbed “The Mighty One.” Little do they 
realize, their sightseeing adventure is 
fated to change their lives and the history 
of the world forever. 

Directed by Walter Salles, and screenplay 
by Jose Rivera, “The Motorcycle Diaries” 
is a film adaptation of the long-running, 
best-selling biographical novel based on 
the travelogue of iconic guerrilla revolu- 
tionary, Ernesto “Che” Guevara, with ad- 

ditional information supplied by the mem- 
oirs of his travel companion, Alberto 
Granado. 

Mexican actor Gael Garcia Bernal stars 
as the 23-year old Ernesto “Fuser” 
Guevara de la Serna, who in his later years 
would become the infamous Cuban-Ar- 
gentine Marxist revolutionary, “El Che.” 
Guevara’s boyhood friend, Alberto 
“Mial’” Granado, is played by Argentinean 
actor Rodrigo de la Serna, who is a 2™ 
cousin of the real Guevara. Also starring 
are Mercedes Moran as Celia de la Serna, 

Jean Pierre Noher as Ernesto Guevara 

Lynche, Mia Maestro as Chichina, and 
Alberto Granado as himself at the end of 

the film. 

“Motorcycle” was nominated at the 2005 
Academy Awards for “Best Writing, 
Adapted Screenplay,” and won for “Best 
Achievement in Music Written for Mo- 
tion Pictures, Original Song.” The film 
ended up making history with its haunt- 
ing ballad, “Al Otro Lado Del Rio” by 
Uruguayan composer/singer Jorge 
Drexler, as the second song in a language 
other than English to win an Oscar. 

The acclaimed film was also nominated 
for several BAFTA Film Awards includ- 
ing Best Performances for Lead and Sup- 
porting Roles, Best Writing, and Best Cin- 
ematography. The film went on to win 
the prestigious British award for Best For- 
eign Language Film. 

An unfortunate side-effect of calling an 
idyllic Pacific island your home is the ease 
with which global politics and history can 
slip right by without getting noticed. Not 
to mention, being but a sparkle in your 
mother’s eye during the eras of free love 
and disco, it’s quite easy to not be famil- 
iar with “El Che” and his admirable fight 
for what he believed was the dignity that 
every human being deserves. After 
watching this movie for the first time, I 

began noticing Che Guevara’s influence 
everywhere, from his iconic monochrome 
picture printed on t-shirts and hats every- 

where, to a show called “Chasing Che” 
on the National Geographic Channel. 

Thankfully for those of us who only think 
of expensive cigars when we hear the 
name “Fidel’’, and who think that the Cu- 

ban Revolution has something to do with 
a new Latin-dance craze, “Motorcycle” 

The Pohnpei Dental Clinic is now 
open to the public 

The Pohnpei Dental Clinic is located on the ground 
floor of the Namiki Commercial Building. 

Dr. Than Tun Kyaw 
(B.D.S.) 

Dr. Hnin Thida Kyu 
(B.D.S.) 

Open Monday through Saturday 9 AM to 7 PM 
For more information regarding our dental services 

please call (691) 320-4250 

FSM Health Insurance is accepted 

not only entertains, it enlightens and ex- 
pands one’s soul and mind. 

“Motorcycle” gives viewers an eloquent 
glimpse into a transformative period for 
one of history’s most famous guerrilla 
leaders who changed the course of poli- 
tics in the 20" century. This spectacular 
movie demonstrates the wonderful scope 
and great potential of filmmaking by 
showcasing an intelligent and illuminat- 
ing story about true-life heroes, with real 
humor, powerful drama, exciting adven- 
ture, rich culture, and beautiful cinema- 

tography. I highly recommend this film 
to anyone looking for a worthy purchase 
or rental at the video store. 

“The Motorcycle Diaries” is rated R for 
language. 

Whale Rider (2002) (Te Kaieke Tohora) 

When an ancient lineage of Maori chiefs 
is in danger of extinction, a small girl de- 
fies tradition and taboos, and takes mat- 

ters into her own hands to ensure that the 
descendents of the “Whale Rider” don’t 
fade into legend. 

Based on the novel by Witi Ihimaera, and 
directed by Wellington native Niki Caro, 
this acclaimed New Zealand masterpiece 

stars the precocious Keisha Castle- 
Hughes in her breakthrough performance 
as Paikea Apirana, and the powerful 
Rawiri Paratene as Koro Apirana. Also 

wonderful in this film is Vicky Haughton 
as Nanny Flowers, Cliff Curtis as 
Porourangi, Grant Roa as Uncle Rawiri, 

Mana Taumaunu as Hemi, and Rachel 

House as Shilo. 

“Rider” won director Caro the Audience 
Award at the 2004 Sundance Film Festi- 
val in the World Cinema category. Thir- 
teen-year old Keisha Castle-Hughes cre- 
ated a sensation by being the youngest 
person to be nominated for Best Actress 
at the 2004 Academy Awards. In addi- 
tion to the Oscar nod, Castle-Hughes was 
nominated for a SAG Actor (Screen Ac- 

tors Guild) for Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in Supporting Role. 
She ultimately won the Critics Choice 
Award for Best Young Actress. 

In spite of the beautiful photography and 
engaging story, it was Castle-Hughes’ and 
Paratene’s performances as the gentle 
Paikea and the fearsome Koro that have 
been seared into my mind. No matter how 
many times I watch this movie, Paikea 
and Koro never fail to create a painful 
knot in my throat that refuses to budge 
until it forces tears from my eyes. Lodged 
throats and red eyes aside, this movie is a 
one-of-a-kind, empowering work of art 
that rouses and uplifts the spirit and heart. 

“Whale Rider” is rated PG-13, and is an 

excellent film for the whole family to 
gather round to watch. 

If you’ve been feeling a bit down, or if 
the last movie you watched left a bad taste 
in you mouth (I warned you about “Slip- 
stream”), treating yourself to one of my 

favorite “feel-good” films will undoubt- 
edly set things right again. Treasure these 
last weeks of summer vacation and don’t 
forget to be kind, rewind, and watch for 

these movies on DVD. 

Collector looking for Collectable Coins 

If you think you may have a coin of value to 
a coin collector contact 
Tim McVey at 320-7493 

House of Travel 

e Air Tickets @e Cars @ Hotels ® 

Receiving Agent for UPS 

2nd Level A-One Mart Bldg. 

Kolonia, Pohnpei 
Tel: 320-5888 Fax: 320-5889 

Email: hotravel(@mail.fm 

We'll go an extra mile for you! 

Integrity’ Service Profitability 
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The 9“ Annual 
Robert F.C. 
Etscheit 

Memorial 
Tennis 

Tournament 
By_N.N. Isaac 
The Kaselehlie Press 

Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal may be 
dominating the professional tennis circuit 
in the rest of the known world, but here in 
Pohnpei, a different breed of tennis athletes 
roam the courts, instilling fear and trepida- 
tion that neither Federer nor Nadal could 
muster even if they tried. Granted, the anxi- 
ety is mainly due to limited court availabil- 
ity and the increased likelihood of a rogue 
rain shower, however, that doesn’t stop 

Pohnpei’s local tennis athletes from hitting 
the courts every night as they vie for the 
coveted I‘ place trophy in this year’s 9" 
Annual Robert F.C. Etscheit Memorial Ten- 
nis Tournament. 

An avid tennis player, the late Robby 
Etscheit could often be found with his iconic 
white glove and lanky, fluid form, hitting 
the courts with his friends. Every year on 
June 22, the Pohnpei Tennis Association, 

together with the Etscheit family, organize 

Dr. Bryan Isaac 

a tennis tournament in honor of a great ten- 
nis competitor and beloved family man. 

The plan for creating a memorial tourna- 
ment was formed by the original members 
of the Pohnpei Tennis Association. The idea 
was then proposed to Mrs. Agnes Etscheit 
for her blessing, and in gratitude she and 
her family offered to supply tennis balls, 
trophies, prizes, as well as t-shirts and ban- 
ners for the event, and even offered the use 
of their personal tennis court for the final 
matches. 

The first tournament back in 1997 included 
only a handful of participants made up 
mostly of the island’s few regular tennis 

Astronomical Tide Prediction 

August 6 -19, 2008 
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12 Tue 19 Tue 12 Tue 19 Tue 
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Johnson Asher 

players and their families. Eleven years 
later, the event has expanded to the neigh- 
boring state of Kosrae, and has grown to 
include a Masters Division for entrants ages 
50 and above, as well as two more catego- 
ries for aged 18 and under participants. This 
year’s tournament holds a record number 
of nearly a hundred competitors, veteran 
players and newcomers alike, easily mak- 
ing it one of the most anticipated events in 
local tennis. 

With everything contributed by the Etscheit 
family, The Pohnpei Tennis Association 
(PTA) is in charge of setting up and run- 
ning the tournament; the main coordinators 
being Dr. Bryan Isaac and the PTA’s presi- 
dent, Mr. Murphy Panuelo. Utilizing a 
single-elimination format, and self-referee- 

ing system, participants start their matches 
around 5:00pm on weekdays and 4:00pm 
on weekends. Despite the quick pacing of 
the matches, the eventuality of getting rained 

out still manages to push the tournament’s 
progress back considerably. 

Singles Stats 

The Men, Women, Juniors, and Masters 
Singles Divisions are nearly wrapping up, 
leaving mostly Doubles events unfinished 
at the time this issue went to print. 

In the Men’s Open Singles, Mr. Johnson 
Asher came out victorious during his match 
with second-place winner, Dr. Bryan Isaac, 
in three sets (6-7, 6-4, 6-2). Vying for third 
place will be Alik Jackson and Rene 
Merencillo. 

In the Mens B Singles, Mr. Froilan Nunez 
will compete against Mr. Rey Garcia for the 
number one spot, and Mr. Robel Basa will 
contend with Dr. Gerry Huyo-a for the third 
place trophy. 

Ms. Iolani Neth won first place in the 
Women’s Open Singles event, with second 
place going to Mrs. Anastasia Isaac. 
Kristina Isaac defeated Sepe Palik, secur- 
ing herself a third place win. 

For the Womens B Singles, first place went 
to Sepe Palik, who edged out Ashley 
Yauvoli in the finals. Kristina Isaac man- 
aged to defeat Samantha Arthur, coming in 
at third for a second time in the singles di- 
vision. 

Alex Kalau took first place in the 13 through 
18-yrs., Junior’s Division, with Ashley 

Yauvoli taking second. Chris Yamada man- 

aged to defeat Jordan Panuelo for third 
place. 

In the 13-yrs. and under, Junior’s Singles, 

Shawn Adams took the top spot by defeat- 
ing T.J. Rush in three sets (7-6, 2-6, 7-5). 

Nile Panuelo vied with Jericho Akinaga for 
third, with Mr. Panuelo winning the prize. 
For the Masters Division, Dr. Isaac is set to 

play Mr. Reedson Abraham for the first 
place trophy, while Mr. Kapilly Capelle will 
meet Brother Dave Antonelli, S.J. for third 
place. 

Open Doubles 

The Women’s Doubles is gearing up to be a 
family event with cousins Iolani and 

Shelolyn Neth competing against Sepe Palik 
and her aunt, Thelma Loyola for a spot in 
the semi-finals. 

In the Men’s Division, a hint of sibling ri- 

valry will undoubtedly make for an inter- 
esting showdown when Dr. Isaac and part- 
ner, Robert Etscheit Jr., challenge his older 

brother, Ronald Etscheit and his partner, 
Johnson Asher, for a chance to compete in 
the finals. 

The teams for the Mixed Doubles 
quarterfinals have yet to be announced, but 
the line-up suggests a high level of com- 
petitiveness that guarantees a nail-biting 
race to the finish. 

According to Robert Etscheit Jr., plans for 
his father’s 10" Memorial Tournament are 
already in the works and he envisions it to 
be even bigger and better. His family is also 
planning to have their tennis court, which 
is currently under repair, ready for next 
year’s finalist matches. 

Be sure to stop by and check out the ongo- 
ing tournament at the tennis courts in 
Kolonia. It’s very likely that you’ ll recog- 
nize a few faces for whom you could show 
your support and cheer (yes, it IS okay to 
cheer). If you find you’re becoming inter- 
ested in the game, take heart because tennis 
is a sport that’s easy for beginners to learn, 
and is a fun way to work out the day’s stress 
(and last night’s chocolate chip cheesecake). 
A word of warning though, hearing the word 
“love” a lot in tennis is NOT a good thing. 
The Pohnpei Tennis Association and the 
Etscheit family wish all the participants of 
Mr. Robby Etscheit’s Memorial Tournament 
the best of luck, and would like to encour- 
age everyone to look sharp for next year’s 
event.
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What’s a Jesuit? 
Fr. Joseph A. Cavanaugh, S.J. 

Are Jesuits another kind of religion? Are 

they Catholic? What is a Jesuit? 

I have often been asked this question, “What 
isa Jesuit?” I have been asked the question 
so often that I felt that it was important to 
put something down in writing. 

I am writing this article on July 31.2008. 
Perhaps I should have written it much ear- 
lier so that it would have been ready for an 
issue of The Kaselehlie Press before a very 
special date for Jesuits. 

On July 31,1556 Ignatius of Loyola died. 

He was born into a noble family in Loyola, 
Spain in 1491 and as a young person, en- 
joyed life with all the rights and privileges 
and secular ambitions of his young years. 

He wanted very much to be recognized as a 
nobleman until in a battle against the French 
at Pamplona in 1521 he was knocked down 
by acannon shot that seriously hurt his leg. 
As he recovered he was in bed for a very 
long time. During that time he was an avid 
reader. He kept asking for books about ro- 
mance, but all that could be found for him 

was the Bible and the stories of lives of 
Saints. Reluctantly he started to read those 
books. He found himself wondering and 
reflecting ifhe could live a life like the ones 
that that the books were talking about. 

He found himself praying about those ques- 
tions and his life began to change. 

As much as he wanted to serve the King in 
his own place, he now found himself want- 
ing to know more and more about Jesus. 
He wanted to listen more to His message 
and to imitate the Saints about whom he was 
reading. 

He decided to spend most of his time in 
prayer and meditation and began to write 
some notes that have become known as the 
Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius. 

He helped many people to pray in the way 
that he had learned to pray. 

When he was in school in Paris in 1537 a 

number of people gathered around him who 
wanted to be with him and live in the same 
way that he did. This group lived and 
worked and prayed together as the Company 
of Jesus. The group became know as the 
Jesuits. 

They wanted to be very close to the Pope 
and put themselves completely at his ser- 
vice for what ever the Pope would ask them 
todo. They wanted to go to preach and work 
in the Holy land, but this proved to be im- 
possible in the conditions of the world at 
that time. They continued to help people to 
make retreats and especially worked in the 
Universities. Today they are well known for 
their work in education. 

St. Francis Xavier was the first of many Je- 
suits to be sent as a missionary. 

Jesuits were soon found in most countries 
of the world preaching the word of God 
and doing many different things to help 
people to grow to be better human beings 
who would also help others to grow. The 
motto of the Jesuits has always been “For 
the greater glory of God” 

Jesuits have both Priests and Brothers as 
members of what is called the Jesuit order. 
They strive to live up to what motivated 
Ignatius from the beginning of his conver- 
sion after the battle of Pamplona. They are 
just one of many groups in the Church that 
have chosen to try to imitate the example of 
their own founders. 

Franciscan Capuchins were the first to come 
to stay on Pohnpei permanently on in 1887. 

The first Spanish Jesuits came in 1921. . 

Fr. Paulino Cantero, S.J. from Awak was the 

first Pohnpean Jesuit. 

Many people know about other religious or- 
ders in the Catholic Church such as Domini- 

cans, and the Redemptorists. 

All of us work together to try to make the 

word of God known and lived in these days 
in the places to which we have been sent by 
the Church. We rejoice in the way we have 
grown through the years. 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN 

¢ — AlcoholicsAnonymous meets every Wednesday at Cantero Hall 

at the Roman Catholic Vicariate office at 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. 

For details, call 320-8365. 

¢ — Pohnpei Lions Club meets monthly every 4th Tuesday at Cliff 

Rainbow Restaurant at 6:30p.m. Public Welcome. 

¢ — The Christian Ministerial Association of Pohnpei meets the third 

Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Cantero Hall atthe Roman 

Catholic vicariate office. 

¢ Devotions every Sunday 9:30 a.m. at the Bahai Center in Dolonier. 

For details, call 320-2182. 

¢ — Habitat for Humanity Pohnpei holds their meetings every Tues- 

day from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Sei Restaurant. 

¢ Soccer practice/games at PICS field Monday, Tuesday, Thurs- 

day 5:30 p.m. Everyone welcome. 

¢ — The Rotary Club of Pohnpei holds its weekly meetings Thurs- 

days at 12:15 p.m. at PCR Nantehlik. 

¢  StJohn’s Catholic Church in Kosrae conducts services every Sun- 

day at 9:30 a.m. For further information, call 370-3240 or 370-3209. 

¢« | FANGO holdsits monthly Issue Based Dialogue (IBD) on the last 

Wednesday of each Month at the Sei Restaurant at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 

p.m.. The public is welcome. 

* The Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon holds its weekly meetings every 

Wednesday at 12:00 Noon at the Truk Stop Hotel Restaurant VIP 

Room. You are welcome to attend and can contact us at 

rotarycluboftruklagoon@yahoo.com 

The Community Bulletin is a free message 

board exclusive to announcements. To post 
your announcements to The Kaselehlie Press & 

fax to: (691) 320-6571 
Phone to: (691) 320-6547 

email to: kpress@mail.fm 

P. O. Box 2222 
Pohnpei, FM 96941 

ANOTHER CLASSIC 

LIMERICK BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

TRASHBUSTERS 
Archimedes, the well known truth-seeker, 

Jumping out of his bath, cried “Eureka!” 

He ran half a mile, 

Wearing only a smile, 

And became the very first streaker. 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION SERVICE IN 

KOLONIA, U, NETT, & SOKEHS 

PLEASE HELP KEEP POHNPEI ISLAND 

CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL 

CALL # 320-3868 or 320-5058 
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Celebrate World Breastfeeding Week by 
Going for the Gold — Mother Support 
Island Food Community of Pohnpei 

The week leading up to the Olympics this 
year, August 1-7, celebrates a special set of 
champions, mothers in the 17" annual 
World Breastfeeding Week, jointly sup- 
ported by the World Alliance for 
Breastfeeding Action (WABA) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO). Mar- 
garet Chen, the Director-General of the 
WHO, says this year’s theme, Mother Sup- 
port: Going for the Gold, has a double mes- 
sage: it is not enough just to say 
breastfeeding is the ideal nourishment for 
infants and young children, but in order for 
mothers to make the gold standard 
breastfeeding practices a reality they need 
support. Mother support is defined by the 
WABA Global Initiative for Mother Sup- 
port (GIMS) as “any support provided to 
mothers for the purpose of improving 
breastfeeding practices for both mother and 
infant and young child”. The support a 
mother receives can range from formal vis- 
its to the doctor to informal conversations 
with other breastfeeding mothers, women 

a mother is providing her child with the best 
possible nutrition. Compared to children 

who are not exclusively breastfed, those who 
are have better health and higher IQs (intel- 

ligence quotients). 

Breastfeeding is not just important for the 
baby it also benefits the mother and the com- 
munity. Women who breastfeed have an 
easier time losing extra weight after preg- 
nancy that could put them at risk for breast 
and ovarian cancers, diabetes, and urinary 
tract infections. By choosing to breastfeed 
instead of purchasing expensive baby for- 
mula and bottles, women can save their 
families money too. However, there are dif- 
ficulties with breastfeeding and other com- 
peting demands on women’s time that might 
discourage them from choosing to 
breastfeed. WABA highlights five gold rules 
to support breastfeeding: 

1. Address each mother and baby situation 
as individual and unique; be sensitive to the 
needs of a breastfeeding mother. 

2. Listen empathetically to learn a mother’s 
concern; refrain from talking except to ask 

questions for clarity; provide just enough 
information for her to make her own 
choices. 

3. Ensure that fathers and families are well 
informed so that they can support each 
woman in breastfeeding. 

4. Hold governments, workplaces, and so- 
ciety responsible to create an environment 
in which every woman is fully enabled to 
have the choice to breastfeed and to act on 
her decision. 

5. Believe that a mother can successfully 
breastfeed and tell her that; on the other 
hand, recognize when a mother needs more 

help than you can offer. 

“Support a Mother to Provide a Golden 
Start for Her Child! With Breastfeeding, 
Everybody wins!” -WABA 2008 

For more information about WABA and 

World Breastfeeding Week you can visit the 
websites www.waba.org.my and 

www.worldbreastfeedingweek.org. If you 
have further questions about breastfeeding 
and local resources you can contact Ms. 
Berno Hedson, the Pohnpei Breastfeeding 
Focal Point, at Pohnpei State Hospital, 320- 
2215. 
Reference: WABA World Breastfeeding 
Week 2008 - Mother Support: Going for the 
Gold, World Alliance for Breastfeeding 
Action. 

BREAST 
IS BEST 

Stickers available at Island Food for $1.00 
in the community, or her husband. In par- 
ticular, GIMs encourages men’s participa- 
tion and community involvement in mother 
support. Support from a variety of sources 
is essential for overcoming the challenges 
of breastfeeding and helping mothers 
achieve the gold standard of infant feeding: 
exclusive breastfeeding for the first six 
months and then continued breastfeeding 
with additional complimentary foods up to 

two years. So from August 1- 7 we should 
turn our attention to mothers and cheer them 
along to give their children the best start in 
life. 

Infants are meant to be breastfed. Human 
milk provides all the right nutrients a baby 

needs to build a strong, healthy body early 
in life and to help reduce the risk of other 
diseases later in life. Breastfeeding, particu- 
larly immediate and exclusive breastfeeding 
during the first six months, is one of the 

most effective ways of improving child sur- 
vival and health. By breastfeeding babies 
exclusively for the first 6 months of their 
life (that means giving them only breast 
milk, not even water, during those months) 
and then continuing to breastfeed for the 
next year and a half while adding compli- 
mentary foods like mashed karat or papaya, 

Rose Apple 
The past few weeks have produced an abundance of small, bright red fruits known as apel 
en wai or by its English name, Rose apple. This foreign apple is believed to have been 
introduced by Henry Nanpei during the German Administration, from 1898-1914. While 
the fruit is eaten raw, particularly by children, it has a rather tart and slightly sour taste 
which makes it well suited for cooking and baking. Once the seeds are removed, they 
make a great addition to chutneys and other recipes calling for tart cooking apple. Alter- 
natively the apples can be thinly sliced and dried for 2-3 days resulting in a great healthy 
snack. 

Rosy Apple Crisp 

Ingredients: 

Filling 
6 cups Rose apples, washed and halved with 
seeds removed 

1/3 cup sugar 
Juice of 1 lime 
Topping 
2 cup oats or oatmeal 
Ys cup taro flour 
1/3 cup brown sugar 
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1-2 capfuls coconut oil 

Method: 

1. Combine filling ingredients in a bowl 

and toss until sugar and lime juice is 
evenly distributed across the apples. Pour 
into a baking dish (8 X 8 was used for 
this recipe) 
2. In a small bowl combine oats, flour, 

brown sugar, cinnamon and ginger. Stir 
to combine. 
3. Drizzle the coconut oil over the oat and 
flour mixture, then use clean hands to 
pinch together the ingredients to make the 
topping crumbly. 
4. Sprinkle the topping on top of the 
apple mixture in the pan. 
5. Bake for 1 hour at 350 degrees F. 
6. Serve warm out of the oven or chill 
for a nice addition to breakfast. 

| Dollar 
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“Brying 2008 

FUNDED BY ANOLYNIPIC COLID ARITVSCULTURE-SRIDYEDUICA TION yeas — 

Watch the Olympic Games live on ICTV 
Channel 28 starting on August 6 

Sponsored by the F$M National Olympic Committee 
and the International Olympic Committee 


