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T.t1E GAGIL KINGDOM OF YAP 

The Ga.gil District of Yap was the center of a tributary 
system for the atolls between Truk a.nd Palau, and in some respeots 
it was similar to the system usod in ancient China of tributary 
states. The tributary system of the Gagil Kingdom was:l 

Tributaries of Le.motrek 

/Ela to /Pu lap 
Lamotrek 

,·/ /. -----"~/--------Satawal---------Puluwa.t----·t--Puiusuk 
' \. 

'Namo:nu to 

Tributaries of Ulithi 

Fa.is · . ., · Eure.pik I /. - .. . ·: . 
Ulithi-----<---------Woleai----~f---Ife.lik--------La.motrek . \ 

'sorol 'Faraulep 

Ulithi was tributary to the Gagil District of Yap, and second in 
.. order of the tributaries. 

1Willia..'1l Annand Lessa, Uli thi: A Micronesian Desig:n For Living. New York, Holt, Rhinehart and V.1nston, 1966, p. 39. 
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Tho Yap caste system oxtended to Ulithi, where 'the Yapese 
were knovm as "fathers 11 and the Ulithians e.s "children". The Gagil 
District had a responsibility to look after the Ulithinns e.nd the 
Uli thians were required to show r'espect and gratitude. 2 Yap exercised 
undoubted political control over Ulithi. It demanded and received 
tribute for the para.mount chief of the Gagil District of Ye.p every . 
two or .three yee:rs. Ulithians also pa.id rent of a kind to certain 
lineages in the Gagil Distriot. 3 The Ulithian lineages are looked 
with those of Yap in e. sawei relationship. · 

Ulithi was under the head of a pare.mount chief, the executive 
head of the a. toll. Succession to the paramount chiefte.inship was 
hereditary within the Lrunathakh linee.ge. 4 A king could not pass his 
office to his son since his children never belonged to his lineage. 
Ee.oh king had a coronation, but before the investure the consent of 
the Gagil District in Yap had to be obtained, and which was seldom 
denied. 5 The paramount ohief lead en austere life for five years 

'•. 2Ibid, P• 36. 

3Ibid. 

4Ibid, pp .. 33-34. 

5Ibid, P• 34. 
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without sexual relations and may not she.re his food with anyone 

else~ Afte:rvro.rds ho is only allowed to share his food with religiou·s 

spiritualists of the highest order : divinors, typhoon magicians, 

fish magicians nnd navigators.
6 

Ifaluk was a smnl l unit in the Yap Empire, where the Gatche-

par District (Gngil) agnin played the role of father to the children. 

The ties of the empire served mainly to govern a flow of gifts, 

tributes and religious offerings. A smdler series of gifts flowed 

to Ifaluk, but there was no external control over tho internal affairs 

T.l'-, •• 1. 7 or .LJ..O..LUA.• For Ifaluk the orders ware trnnsmi ttcd from Yap to 

Uli thi to Y.'oleai to Ifaluk, who then passed them on to Lamotrek. 8 

lam.otrek also paid tribute to the Gagil District of Yap. 

Groups from the outer islands' would each start up the line towards 

their representatives who would 'join the procession with gifts going 

up the line to Lamotrek, then Lrunotrek would go to Ifaluk with the 

entire party, and on up the line to Yap. Ch..\ter island representatives 

also presented gifts (mepel) to the head religious :f'unotionary of 

•, 

6Ib' - 35 ~ P• • 

7Marston Bates end Donald P. Abbott, Ifaluk Portrait of A Coral 
Island. London, Museum Press - Limited, 19591 P• 189. 

8 
Ibid, Po 190. 

-~---·- ....... -~--~ --·---·-- -
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Gagi 1, and sawei gift exchange occurred betweon the peoples of the 

9 outer islands and their Yapese "overlords". 

T'nese gifts flowed from the fourteen lower islands to Gatcho-

pan Village, Gagil District, Yap. At each outer island the chief in 

charge would take over and proceed, unti 1, upon arr.i val at Ga tchepan 

the chief of Mogmog, Uli thi, who represented the highest ranking 

outer island, would make the tributary presentation to the Yapese 

chief when the canoe fleet landod. 10 

During the German administration of Yap, Puluwat, Pulusuk, 

Pula.p and Na.morruito ceased tribute payments. During Japanese times 

it was further reduced for four reasons: (1) the Japanese prohibition 

on distant inter-island canoe travel distrupted comrrrunications; (2) 

the advent of Christianity removed traditional Yapese sanctions; (3) 

introduction of foreign education reoriented the islanders' thinking; 

(4) depopulation of Yap resulted in a scarcity of individuals able to 

11 fulfill the reciprocal obligations of sawai. Al though Yapese control 

has largely disappanred, the basic inter-island ties still exist~ 
.. 

9i':illiam H. Alld.re, Lemotrek Atoll and Inter-Island Socio­
economic Ties. Illinois Studies in Anthropology No. 5. Urbana, 
Illinois, University of Illinois Press, 1965, P• 4. 

lOrb·. 
~ 

11
Ibid, 

PP~ 5-6. 

P• 6. 
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Uli thi 

Uli thi Atoll is located on the island of N.ogmog, a cluster 

of low islots of carbonato rock nenr the Equator. Guam is about 400 

statute nules northeast. Ulithi is mado up of over thirty islets. 12 

The land surface of the main atoll, including detached Falalop Island, 

is 1.8 square rrQles . The maximum depth of the lagoon is 210 feet, 

th d t 1 · th P ·f· 13 among e eepes a.goons in e e.ci 1c. 

Diogo da Rocha, the Portugese, first discovered Ulithi 1 

October 1525, but failed to locate it longitudinally, Saavedra missed 

it when he explored tho area, Villalobos probably sighted Fais, a 

short distance east of Ulithi, where he found the natives greeting 

him in Castillian. 14 Jesuits became interested in Ulithi after a 

canoe load of Ulithians landed at Sa.mar in the Philippines in 1696, 

but their ship was wrecked in 1698 bye. typhoon, a galiot looking 

for it in 1707 returned empty handed, and another vessel ca.me close 

in 1709. 15 In 1710 the patache Santissima Trinidad landed mission-

a.ries at Sonsorol where they were killed while the vessel was avm.y 

12 .. , Lessa, P• 1. •• • 
13

Ibid, P• 2. 

· 14Ibid _, P• 5. 

15Ibid,, P• 6. 
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discovering the Pa l aus. 16 Za.ba lnga ranched Ulithi 6 February 1712 

on the patache Snnto Domingo, induced some natives to oomo abriard 

hoping to get them drunk and dotain them as guidos. Tile next day 

there was a com.motion over trying to kidnap some young mon, three 

natives were killed, and the Spainards left. 17 Father Juan Antonio 

Cantova searched for them in 1717, missed them, and was the only 

survivor to land in the Philippines from that expedition, studied 

navigation, and returned to find them 2 March 1731. He baptized 

127 children. He was killed by the na tives 9 June 1731 and this was 

the la.s t attempt made by the Spanish to Christianize these islands. 18 

Captain John Mackenzie sighted Ulithi 7 June 1823 and he 

named the islands after himself, and in 1826 Fedor Petrovich LUtke 

arrived. T.vo corvettes under Dumont d'Urville sighted Ulithi 29 

December 1838. Thoy were later visited by the German trader Alfred 

Tetens, the Irishman David O'Keefe, Johann Kubary, about 1870, 

Nicolas von Miklucho-1iaolay in 1876, 19 and the German District Officer 

Arno Senfft in 1901, 1904 and 1905. 20 During the Japanese times 

.. 
16 

IVi.da 

17Ibid. 

18Ibid, PP• 6-7. 

19 -rb· . 
~ P• 7. 

20 
Ibid, P• 8. 
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some Josuits from Ye.p ca.rriod out missionary activities but the 

two missionaries from Yo.p wore b'ehoeded by the Japanese in Ylorld 
,., 21 
1oa.r II. The first Americans on Ulithi v."ere members of the 8lst 

}xmy Division 20 September 1944, in search of non-existent Japanese, 

and these were greeted in a friendly manner in spite of the killing 

of five natives in a ~seless bornbardment.22 

Ulithian is a dialect of Trukese. 23 The people are reraark-

ably free of infectious diseases. There were polio epidemics in 

Japanese times, but none s·.inco. Yaws was wiped out by the Americans. 24 

In 1949 only five islands were inhabited: 1~ogmog, 142; 

25 Fala.lop, 126; Fassarai, 69; Asor, 53; Lossau, 31. 

The Ulithinn village is always located on the shore of a lagoon 

and is compact rather than scattered. Its dwellings are close together· 

and the people · are thrown into close proximity. 26 ,,'[omen do most of 

· their household duties under the shade of a tree. Burial grounds are 

•. 
21Ibid.° 

22 Ibid. --
23 

Ibid_, p .. 9. 

24rbid ·-
~ P• 10. 

25
Ib id, P• 11 .. 

26
Ibid 
~ P• 16. 
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above ground ~labs of coral broken off the reef. Cemeteries a.re 

simple and unadorned. ?r.ost of the island is wooded except for small 

gardons here and there. The nerve conter of the village is the men's 

house. 27 

:Marriage is stimulated with outsiders by strict and wide 

rules of inoost. 28 The Ulithian family is based on monogamous marriage, 

more for eoonomio reasons'than moral stringency, as they see nothin.?; 

wrong with plural marriage, but most men are unable to maintain more 

than one wife.29 Descent is matrilineal.30 Martial residence is 

patrilooai. 31 As long as a man refers to a woman as his sister he 

may not be in her company alone, use sexual language in her presence, 

sleep under the se.:me roof with her, have intercourse with her, or 

marry her. 32 If a man oalls a femahi his 0 ohi ld" she comes under 

slightly reduced restrictions: he must not marry or have sexual relat-

ions with thE:Jin nor use coarse language in their presence. This may 

extend to include nieces. 33 

.. 27 Ibid, 17. p .. 

28 Ibid 
~ P• 11. 

29 Ibid P• 21~ .::.:;:.=;;:.J 
~ 

30Ibid, P• 22. 

31Ibid. 

---~--~-- --- -- -- ~ 
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The everyday affairs of the village a.re handled by a councril 

of elders headed by a chief (metang). Middle age and a measure of 

intelligence and responsibility are the only qualifications to become 

a member. 34 

Punishment by supernatural agencies is actually a part of 

Uli thian law. The structure of the law is crudely developed in its 

concept, codes are unclearly definied, proceedures for the mediation 

of disputes are sporadic, and courts are absent. Although the code 

is weakly developed, it is not altogether negligable. 35 The most 

developed legal institution on Ulithi is the harmechung or distraint, 

an act designed to insure that the offender will make restitution for 

a wrong. 36 Children are often held unresponsible for their acts, 

their culpability depending on their age and the nature of their 

offense. 37 

32~, P• 25. 

.. 33Ibid • 

34 Ibid ___ , PP• 31-32,. 

35Ibid .::.::.::..::;; p .. 41. 

36Ibid _, P• 45. 

37Ibid 
~ P• 47. 
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Ancestors are people who possess souls that lived in their 

head, but the sou l is not a prisoner, leaving in drear.ts and illness 

to wander or fly about and then return. i 1.1hon a person dies his soul 

leaves forever and he is then called a ghost, who hovers in the 

viointy of the grave for four days, then flies avra.y to Angaur where 

they bathe. 38 They then proceed through the variQ.ls levels of the 

Sky World where a chief diety decides their ultimate fate. The 

ghosts of the dead do not lose their interest in the living. A line-

age ghost is one that has returned from the Sky V.Orld to possess a 

One of the most important early ghosts was Iongolap, mentioned 

in literature, and told about in 1817 by Kudu to the Russian explorer 

Kotzebue. He vm.s important not only in Ulithi but in Yap, Ng;ulu and 

Fa is. 40 He vro.s born long ago of a woman who left her home on Yap in 

anger because of a quarrel and had created the islands of Ulithi by 

strewing sand on the surface of the sea. Iongolap's father was a 

'· 38Ibid, pp. 49-50. This is similar to a Jewish belief in 
Biblical times that the soul hovered around for three days and after 
the fourth dr y they were considered dead; the soul going either to 
paradise or hades (ghenna). 

39Ibid. 

40 roid, P• 51. 
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a. Ya.pese, o.nd when the boy left Uli thi to visit his father he was 

given most of the islands in the Caroline Archipelago and some others 

b 'd 41 esi es. One day Iongolap ·v,a nted to leave Yap to visit his mothor 

on Uli thi, but the people would not let him go. Instead, they sent 

somo men to the atoll to bring back gifts for him, and this was why 

Ulithi paid tribute to Yap. 42 

A prophetic ghost was Marespa, born about 1868 and died at 

a. fevr months old, and his prophecies were so accurate that he beca.'ile 

43 second only to Iongolap as a ghost god at Gagil District, Yap. 

He later became the leading ghost of Vloleai. Later a. shrine was built 

for him at Palau, and he later went as far as Sonsoral, Pulo Anna, it.eris 

and Tobi. 4: A Polish anthropologist mentions him in the l800's on 

Palau and a German anthropologist in 1909 provides fuller information 

on him on Ngulu Atoll. In 1947 an A.nerioo.n anthropologist collected 

sagas in which he is mentioned on Ifaluk. 45 

41Ibid P• 52. __ , 
'• 42Ibid. 

43rbid ppo 52-53. - --' 
44Ibid. -
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Demons a.re reported in vague nnd conflicting ways, some 

reporting that they have ono eye, others two eyos, still others say 

they have four. 1~ os t demons are anonymous. 46 

A tree spirit causes blindness , stoma.oh pa.ins and a sickness 

that distends the abdomen enormously, another is responsible for 

gonorhhea. 47 

Black magic or sorcery is the recourse of men vmo wish to 

castigate others when they fDel that they are guilty of ill 7nll or 

overt actions against them. 48 Gagil men long ago selected places 

~ '-'- p~,.f'n~"'n""' cf' """ "'~,.. 49 .... or t.ue "'- - _ ... .w- - - - ... ~o ... ~. 

Sexual abstinance is not viewed as a virtue to be idealized 

by young pe~ple and they feel nb guilt or shame in premartial sex. 

1':11en sexual desire is suppressed it is chiefly in conformance to the 

conviction that there is magic in abstinanoee Sexual promiscuity or 

license is far from being_sanctioned. 50 

46Ibid 
~ P• 54. 

.. 47 
Ibid, 54-55. PP• 

48Ibid _, P• 71. 

49rbid 
:;.;:..::.::J p. 73. 

.. 

50Ibid ..:.:::.::.:::. P• 77. 
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The Ulitnian does not speculate a great deal on sex. To 

attempt to wear anything covering the breasts is an a.ct of immodesty . 51 

Nudity is the rule among children up to five or six. 52 In bathing 

or elimination one must take care not to be seen by a. member of the 

. t . 52 oppos1 e sex. 

Preoccupation with sex manifests itself chiefly in the dance, 

·with twenty named standardized movements. Songs accompany the dance 

are bolder than the gestures accompanying them. 53 Ulithian curses 

e.nd pro.fani ty are overwhelmine;ly lewd. 54 11 True" homosexuality seems 

to be unkno'"'"" on U li t'm· • 55 R t · fo....,..., t · · " ""4 a.pe, no uncommon in ..... er imes, is 

unknown today. 56 

Lamotrek Atoll 

William H. Alkire~spent fifteen months living among the 200 

51 Ibid, P• 78. 

52 
Ibid. 

'• 
53 Ibid .:..::..:::..:: P• 79. 

54Ibid, P• 81. 

55
rbid,, P• 82. 

56-b.d 
~ PP• 91-92. 
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people on lamotrek, one of fifteen closely spaced low lying atolls. 

It is onseperably bound to Ela.to, fifteen miles away, and Sa.tawol, 

forty miles a.way, and these three a.tolls make up a. single social 

system. 58 Yap is nearly 600 miles west. 59 Exchange of goods, through 

reciprocal obligations, and exchange of people through marriage 

patterns is continuous. 60 

'I.amotrek's population ~~s etsimated to be 2,000 in 1800, 300 

in 1890, and 200 today. Se.ta;vol had 900 in 1800, 200 in 1890 and 

300 today. Ela.to has 50 people today. 61 Death, whether through 

disease, storms, or loss of canoe loads of men at sea, may virtually 

wipe out certain clans and subolans, leaving a social imbalance that 

affects the entire system of reprocity. ~ne balance may, however, be 

restored through intermarriages a.nd movements of large groups of 

people to depopulated atolls. 62 

SS,,, Alk. 
11. ire, p. v. 

'• 
59rb·. ia. 

GO Ibid 
~ pp, v-vi. 

61
Ibid, P• vii. 

62Ibid. 
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Foreign ad.minis tra ti ve influence has, for all practical 

purposes, replaced Yap suxerninty over the outer islands. Contact 

betvreen the outer islands and the administering government has never 
heon froquont.6 3 There has been no alteration in the islander's 

64 basic subsistence economy. In early times all the outer islands 
were obliged to send objects of tribute to the Gagil District on 
Yap.65 

James Wilson first sighted those atolls_ in December 1797, 

but there is evidence that these islanders had earlier European 
contacts, either at Lrunotrek or Guam.66 In 1880 an English tradet 
nmned Lewi~ settled there. 67 Kr·amer arrived in 1909, the first 

ethonologist to visit Lrunotrek, where he and his wife lived from 21 
Nove~ber to 10 Deoember. 68 During Japanese administration several 

63Ibid __ , P• 3. 

64Ibid. 

65Ibid, P• 4. 

66 Ibid 
-·~ PP• 10, 149. 

67 Ibid, P• 10. 

68Ibid. 



- 16 -

69 • Japanese settled there and on Sa tawol. Betwe en 1946 and 1962 no 
American or non-Ca.roli nean lived there, but Shigeru Keneshiro, a. . 
Trust Territory anthropologist, spent ten days there in 19.:o. 70 

Namonuito Atoll hus ninety-four plant species of which 
fifty-two a.re indigenous. 71 All of the larger animals on Lamotrek 
have been introduced: pigs, chickens , dogs, oats, rats and lizards. 
Insects a.bound with mosqui tos, gnats, flies, scorpio.ns, centipedes 
e.nd ants predominant. Three species of terrestrial crabs exist and 
birds, mainly terns; boobies, frigate s and boatswains, which a.re 
indigenous and common. 72 Nearly all tropical sea life species are 
numerous but often localized.73 1bere are also sharks, barricudas, 
rays, bonito e.nd tuna. 

Lamotrek is made up of t..'u-ee islands: Lamotrek, Pugue and 
Fale.site. 74 Only lamotrek is inhabited. It is 41 100 feet long and 

69Ibid 
I P• 11. 

" ?Oibid. 

71 Ibid,, PP• 18, 20-21. 

72 Ibid. 

73 Ibid. 

74Ibid .::.::.::..:::. PP• 22-230 
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2,500 feet wide at its widest point, but the average vadth is only 

1,650 feet. It has a total of 154 a.ores, or .24 square miles. 

Lamotrok is divided into three districts: Ifang (north), Lugulapuli-

falu (large center of the island), which is usually called Lugulap, 

and Iur (south). 75 The taro svvarnp oovers 58 acres of the island 

and more then one-third is intensely oultiva.ted. 76 Pugue is 1,950 

feet long and 750 feet average width, vdth 33.3 acres. Fala.site is 

1,100 feet long and 650 feet across and contains sixteen acres.77 

There a.re three other a.tolls on Ela.to Atoll, but only one 

is more than 300 feet long end Falipi is about six acres in area.. 

Iamaliur (South Elate) Atoll ha.s Toas Island, 29.4 acres, a.nd Ulor 

Island, 22 acres. Ela.to a.nd Lanaliur total 141 acres or .22 squ~re 

miles. Satnwal is a. single raised coral island 51 250 feet long, 

over 21 050 feet wide, and contains 245 acres, • 39 square miles. 78 

Olima.ra.o and Pikh (Pikelot) are uninha.bi ted. Olima.ro is twenty-

nine a.ores. 79 

•. 

75Ib ' , ~, P• 63. 

76rbid .:.::..::..::;. P• 75. 

77rbid PP• 22-23. -__ , 
78Ib. d 

~ l • 

79Ibid ::.:::.:;..::;. P• 24. 
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Freyoinet made the 1800 population figures for the atolls. 
The population figures fo:r these islands is as follows:BO 

1800 1890 1909 1930 1958 1962 

I.runotrek 2000 300 220 165 185 201 
Ela.to 1200 72 41 49 

Satawal 900 200 190 251 285 326 
Ulor 180 

Pugue 170 

Falipi 130 

Olimaro 225 

Graves and remains attest to the fact that Olima.rao end Pugue were 
inhabited e.nd traditional lrnowledge indicates that Teas and Fel~ite 

were also, but by 1890 they were no longer inhabited. 81 Lemotrekan 
stories tell of a severe typhoon in 1815 which caused numerous deaths 
and subsequent ebandorunent of the islands. Two hundred immigrants 
traveled to Saipa.n and were later joined by l,000 more, and in 1962 
their descendants were still living there. 82 

'• 

80
rbid, p. 26. 

81 Ibid. 

82T, • d .. 0 1 • 
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There are eight matriclans on Lamotrek, seven recognized as 

indif;enous and the Eofalu, a recent migrant from Sa.tawal. Clan 

raemborship in 1962-63 by sex was as follows: 83 

Clan Males Females 
I 

It.ongai l'ifa.ch 48 54 

Saugala.che g 12 18 

Hatamang 4 3 

Sau we 1 13 20 

Hofalu 11 5 

Rakh 4 2 

Ga.ilanguwolea.i 6 l 

Saur 0 · o 

Total 98 103 

Clans are status ranked due to the amount of timo on the island: 

MOngailifach, Saufala cheg, Hutamang, Saur, Sarawel, Rakh, Gailang-

uwoleai. Hofalu has no land on the island in i ts .- :c.a.me and is 

administered through Mongail
0

irach family lines. 84 
The largest land 

'holding unit 1.s the clan. 85 

83 
Ibid, ppe 28-29 • 

• 84Ibid. 

85Ibid, P• 32 . 
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The chiof is t he mos t ap pr opri at e subclan~ eldest male of 

a. chiefly subcl a.n a nd the seni or i n lineage. The sub-chief is 

usually a younger brother or s eni or man in any other lineage of the 

chief's clan. 86 

The ochang, the eld er me n of the Saur clan, had the 

responsibility of relaying and carrying · out the directives of the 

chiefs. Evon though the S au~ clan is no1·1 extinct, the responsibil-

itios of ochang have not been transferred to another clan. Those 

who now live on Saur land a.re obliged to carry out the former Saur 

func t ions . 87 

An annual meeting of the entire adult population is held in 

Je.nue.ry, called by the pa.r e.mount chief, wrere grievances a.re 

expressed and ideas proposed. This system stems from German times. 

The paramount chief of Le.motrek in 1963 was Lefaiap, an ur®ai:."ried 

woman. 88 

86 Ibid _, P• 32. 

" 87Ibid, pp .. 32-33. 

88Ibid 
;;;.;::..=.:;.J P• 36. 

r 
j 

I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
i 
I 
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The average Lamotrekan male will contract 3.6 marriages 

during his life and the average female 3.2. In 1963 the extreme 

was a man married ten times und a woman eight. Such multiple 

marriages were oommon until recent missionary influence. 89 Some-

times men al lowed brothers the use of their wives while they were 

awny for extended periods. Sooial polygamy is still common. Most 

first marriages are arranged marriages. 90 

Divorce is most often initiated by the husband and is 

easily obtained. It is simplier for a man to arrange a divorce 

ths.n ~-- a .. ·-~n 91 J..V_. ll""J.U.O. e 

An adopted ohild on Lamotrek assumes all the obligations 

of a natural child towards his adoptive parents. 92 

The average taro consumption of persons, other ~han babies, 

on days that it is eaten, is one and a half pounds. A typhoon 

could cause a crop shortage that would last three years and the 

island wou.ld probably be incapable of supporting its present 

popu la.ti on. 93 Coaoanuts and breadfruit a.re the most important tree 

S9 Leid, P• 54. 

SO Ibid, P• 90. 

nr ~d 
~ P• 56. 

92rbid _, P• so. 
93 Ibid, p. 76. 

-··-~-·----·--~-~ ...... _-~ __ ,.,...,,.,. ___ _ 
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crops. 94 Tobacco is the ~ost important agricultural crop. The 

plant was introduced in Spanish tiT:les and is consumed by about 90/S 

of the population in cigarette form. 95 Chickens, pigs and dogs 

are raised and eaten, and oats are raised but not eaten. 96 On 

Lamotrek there is an average of three pigs, four chickens and two 

dogs per homestead.9 7 

Division of labor among sexual lines is an important feature 

of Lemotrek organization. 98 Cultivation and fishing are the two 

te.sks that are most sharply res trioted along se::-:i...ial lines end only 

under extreme survival conditions are these lines crossed. 99 Size 

of the work group will depend upon the size of the task to be 

performed.loo During the average working day 88% of all of the 

women will partioipcte in one or all of the tasks of crop harvest~ . 

94Ibid __ , P• 77. 

95rb·, 
~ p. 80. 

'· 
96Ibid :..::..::..::.. PP• 80-81. 

97 Ibid. 

98
Ibid, p. 83. 

~9Ibid _, PP• 83-84 .. 

1001'.d 
~ P• 84. 
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inc;. lOl 1\.rtle hunting at ei th or Pugue or Fala.i te conoumes more 
102 

time than at lnmotrek. Copra. production is primarily a mans 

responsi bi li ty. 103 Betvreen Juno l 962 and May 1963 the people 

produced betwe en 5'.)Q and 600 s o.oks of copra. On ea.ch of the three 

annual copra buying visits of the trading vessel forty of the 

104 
fifty-six adult males had copra to sell. Recently produced 

copra brings the highest prices and weather faotors do not always . 

allow one to continue the copra drying process over a long period 

Or t . . 105 
ime. 

The most common feast on La.motrek is the funeral feast, 

prepared by the lineage of the deceased. Often the lineage of the 

father of the deceased will contribute labor and food. All of the 

106 
residents will be invited. Coffins are often built of old 

107 
Paddling canoe hulls. 108 Gifts are also brought. 

lOlibid 
~ 

p. 86. 

lOZibid, PP• 90-91. 

" l03 Ibid __ , PP• 91-92. 

l04 Ibid. 

l0~1 Ibid, p. 93. 

l06Ibid 
.::.:::.::..J P• 103. 
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Four days after the <loath of Pomai, twenty members of his 

lineage cut their hair e.s a sign of mourning. His wife and daughter 

had shaved their heads on tho day of burial and placed it in the 

grave. 108 Funeral feasts are generally held on the eighth day after 

death~ 109 

In 1962-63 there were no'n. "non-Christians n on Lamotrek. llO 

They believed in benevolent and ~alevolent ghosts. Creation and 

supercasual spirits of Lomotrek are mainly those of Ulithi.lll At 

daath tha soul becomes 

are benevolent and sea 

a ya.lu (god, spirit or ghost). 

112 ghosts are malevolent. 

Sky ghosts 

The natives were converted to Catholic Christianity in 1953. 113 

l07Ibid,, P• 104. 

lOBibid ..:.:::.:..:::. P• 105. (on last page). 

lOSibid. (On this page). 

l09Ibid,, PP• 106-107. 
'• 

llOibi d __ , P• 114. 

llL.b. d 
~ PP• 114-1)5. 

112
Ibid, P• 115. 

113 Ibid 
~ P• 116. 
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The natives believe in patron spirits. Yalulawei was the 

patron spirit of navigation, Semeligarara and Selongi of oanoe 

building. 114 If death is brought about by a sorcerer, he, too, 

would die as a result of his sorceries. 115 The sorcerers of Ifaluk 

were espeoinlly feared until recent years. 116 

Before 1953 there were ghost house shrines for the three 

yalus on La.motrek. The distinguishing characteristics of these 

yalus were that they originated not on Lamotrek but on Uli thi. 117 

Canoe building techniques are much the same today as when 

.. 
K..rB,Jner described them in 1909. With the exception of steel-bladed 

construction tools and canvas sail, no foreign materials are 

t . i· d 118 u l l ze • 

Long distance voyages are usually initiated for economic 

119 reasons. 1''1-ienever possible these voyages are carried out by 

ll4Ibid 
~ P• 119. 

115 
•. Ibid, pp .. 119-120. 

116 Ibid, p. 120 (f.n.). 

117 
Ibid, P• 121. 

ll~Ibid, 130. -
P• 

119 Ibid .:;:;:.;:_::_, p • 135. 
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island hopping, even if the islands are not in a direct line. Truk 

is a common trading center. Bargaining and haggling are not a part 

of the economic exchange. The introduction of money has not upset 

the economic situation.120 

In the mid-l930's a meteorological observation station was 

established at Lamotrek by the Japanese and several years later a. 

seaplane base. 'lhis base was destroyed during the war. At the end 

of the war twenty-five Japanese were stationed at Lamotrek and three 

traders were living at Sata.wal. None of these military personnel 

openly took native vromen as their wives, but several of the traders 

did. Today four men and three women on La.motrek and one man on . 
Satawal a.re offsprings of this union. 121 

Roman Catholic missionaries began visiting Lemotrek, Elato 

and Satawal during Japanese times. Their visits to the outer islands 

122 were ma.inly limited to the duration of the ship layover. Occasion-

ally a priest would remain on the island several months between 

'· 
120ibid P• 136. __ , 
121Ibid, P• 150. 

122Ibid 
• .;;.::.=.:;J P• 165. - I 

' 

·I 
·1 

'I 
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h
. 123 

s l. ps. During l'Iorld Viar II missionaries were excluded from t he 

area.124 By 1950 there were t wenty-five Catholics on Larnotrek and 

less than five each on Ele.to and Satawa.l. In 1953 a mass conver sion 

bogan and lasted eighteen months , with ninety per cent of the people 

being conver ted to Catholicism. 125 Elato and Satawal stopped sending 

traditional semi-anr.ual tribute to Lamotrek in 1963, claimed to be 

a result of their conversion to Catholicism. 126 

Ifaluk 

Ifaluk is a small: self-contained unit with ha.if a mile of 

land surface and a ree!surrounding a lagoon scarcely a mile in 

diameter and isolated in the open Pacific.
1 

It had relatively little 

contact with the outside world. It is a. tiny place of no global or 

strategic i.~portance where the natives live in twenty-six household 

2 groups. The Fan Nap (men's house) was forty feet long and ~~enty 

123rbid, pp .. 165 .. 166 .. · 

124Ibid, P• 166. 

12fir, . d 
-01 • 

126Ibid, p. 152. 

1Bates and Abbott, p. 17. 

2 
. Ibid, p. 18, oo.ption under photo, ~acing p. 33. 
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feet wide, vti th a thatched roof that sloped st'Q.eply to vii thin a. few 

feet of the ground . The front part, nearest the lagoon, was sleep­

ing quarters; there v:as an nlto.r at the back end of the Fan Nap. 3 

Ifaluk was first kno1m a.bout when Father Clain gathered from 

survivors arriving at Sa.mar in 1696, the list of thirty-two islands 

including 0 Yfa.luk", ruled by a high chief on I..amurreo (Lamotrek). 4 

Father Ca.ntova next heard of them from two canoe loads of Faraulep 

Islanders blown off course heading for Woleni. 5 

During this time the island. was divided into five provinces: 

( 1) Truk group; ( 2) islands between Truk and Uli thi; ( 3) Uli thi­

Fa.is-Sorol region; (4) Yap Islands; (5) Palau Isla.nds. 6 The second 

group had fourteen of the twenty-six islands and reef.s pop..lla. ted and 

included the "important" a.tolls of Woleai, Lamotrek, Satawa.l, Ifaluk, 

Eaurupik and Faraulep, with '\'ioleai and La.motrek being the principle 

islands. 

3Ibid, pp. 28, 290 

" 
4Ibid, P• 1930 

5Ibid, P• 194. 

6 Ibid, p. 196. 
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Captain James ii.i. lson first found Ifo.luk. 7 He discovered 

five of the Co.reline Islands including Ifaluk and Lamotrek, v.here he 

left Androw Lind v.rith tools, knives and a. Bible, thus Lamotrek was 

8 known as ''Swede Island 11
• Yiilson also discovered Ela.to on 26 October 

1797 and Ifaluk the next day. He listed it as "Isalook". T'ne Duff 

was besi aged by natives wanting to trade rope for iron. V:i ls on 

called Ifa.luk rope uequa.l if not superior to our ovrn hemp-made ropes. 119 

He was impressed by their good behaviour. Iron had first come to 

Ifaluk from Gua.m.10 

-Tne Russian corvette Senia:vin under Fedor L;.itke visited Ifaluk 

next, and Baron von Kittlitz was the naturalist on board during this 

April 182S visit. Ono na.ti ve stole a toggle and jumped overboard wi. th 

it. Z:utke held a. canoe and a. chief on board until it was returned.11 

Thefts are out of ohara.cter for Ifaluk today.12 

7rbid, P• 194. 

8Ibid, p • 195. .. 
!)Ibid. 

lOr ~ · ~, P• 197. 

11 Ibid .::.::..:.::..> PP• 198-199. 

12Ibid 
.=.::.;;.::_I P• 200. 
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Andrew Cheyne, later brutally executed for rape by the 

Palaua:ns, touched briefly at Ifaluk in 1844 and reported then, as 

now, the reefs to be cover"ld vrith first class beche-de-mer. 13 D.D. 

0' i<eefe used to visit Ifaluk and in If.arch 1875 the British schooner 

Rupak stopped at Ifaluk and traded tobacco for flying fish.14 

The Germans made the village~s concentrate more on village 

sites when they took over. It was through the Germans that Ifaluk 

gained its park-like village areas, its broad pathways, and regular 

island cleanups . 15 The Germans also practiced blackbirding at 

If'nluk. 16 

Ernest Sarfert, a twenty-seven year old anthropologist, stay-

ed on. Ifaluk bet•·:een 5 1;ovember and 17 November 1909 and his notes 

form the first account of culture on Ifaluk.17 

13Ibid __ , p. 201. 

14rbid. 

lSr .d 
~, P• 203. 

'• 
16Ibid. 

17Ibid .:::.::.::..:;, P• 204. 
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The houses on Ifa.luk a.re all on the two largest islets of -;;;.o 

a.tolls, Fnlala.p and Fa.la.rik, separated by a shallow and na:--ro·:r pE.:.:;s , 18 

The Fan Nap at Fa.larik is roughly the center of the inhabited c..ren. 19 

One of the ancient fol k lores of Ifaluk was Ma.ur, an a.ncie~t 

chief of the Sauvala.rik clan on Ifaluk, who went to Violeni to tako e. 

·wife, Ilimeng, by whom he had a son, Legagilawau. Some of the Y:oleai 

men were jealous and beat him over the head; leaving him for dead. 

That night Ilirueng went out and accidentally urinated on him and 

brought him back to life. Maur tied up his wounded head with a bit 

of rope and hid out by day, sleeping in his house at night. 20 So~e-

one reported to the 'i:olea.i that Uaur vras still a.live but they would 

not believe him. ?four sw$.m on driftwood to Ella., a.n uninha.bi ted 

atoll near Ifa.luk. A passing canoe reso~ed him and a.t the men's 

house, Ka.telu, he gathered a group, stripped vnth his sex organ pointed 

to ~folea.i a.s a. sign to go there and a.ttaok the people. They killed 

18
Ibid __ , P• 33. 

.. 
19Ibid _, P• 29. 

~ r "d 
~ pp. 29-30. 
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a.11 the Woleai except Ilirneng and La,gagilewa.u. 

If'alukian has no written language o:r system. of re?ords, but 

they have amazing memories.21 

There were no ideas of modesty associated with the breasts 

and the ladies did not seem bothered by the fact that their skirts 

gaped rathe:r badly near the belt line and skirt line behind, but 

, 

they were very modest from the knees up and very careful not to expose 

a.n inch of thigh. 22 The people take wonderful care of their children, 

the men holding and comforting the young as often a.s the women. 23 

Children were nevor spanked, seldom yelled a.t, and doused in tho 

lagoon if they became obstreperous. Craclles were lovr sided square 

24 
boxes suspended by ropes from the rafters. Yaws had been wiped 

out by peru:ci llin. 25 

21~, P• 41. 

22Ibid _, P• 35. 

" 23 Ibid 36. __ , P• 
24 Ibid. 

25 Ibid. 
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Ifaluk ha.d ninety-two women of childbearing age or ~older 

during Marston Bates visit, a.nd they had 255 children of vrhioh 151 

were still living, and of the 104 deaths, sixty were stillbirths or 

infant dea.ths. 26 This is a high mortality rate by 1/lestern standards. 

Twenty-eight elderly women averaged 2.8 children ea.ch, eight had 

none and one had ten. 

Children, though secure, vrere far from obnoxious. 2.7 Thar e 

· is a. widespread system of adoption, and over one-third of the 

children on Ifaluk a.re ~dopted by other than their biological parents. 

Biological and adopting mothers share the care and affection in the 

beginning until the child ·is able to walk, then the child moves into 

the house of' its adopting parents.
28 

All Ifalikians had the smoking habit, picked up from the 

Germans who occasionally visited the islands 0 ea.ting fire". Strong 

26rbid 
.::..::.:.;::.. P• 41. 

27Ibid _, p. 50. 

'• 28 Ibid P• 51. 
~ 
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twist tobacco wrapped in banana leaf was used for smoking. 29 

The la.st typhoon hit Ifa.luk in 1907 and there is still 

30 
evidence of its damage. 

The bloody story of W~ur seems curiously anoma.lus in Ifaluk-

ian folklore contrasting; with the nonagg;ressi ve and peaceful character 

31 
of the people. 

29rbid __ , PP• 

30
rbid, P• 

31Ibid .=.::..::.::.! p • 

--

106-107. 

39. 

29. 
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