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His Excellency
T址Honorable Manny Moni
Pres邇ent
Feder氈ed 翫砒es of Micronesia
P幻ik趾，Pohnpei FM 96941

叩SIT ION AND CONCERNS OF THE GROUP

Deal・Mr. President:

S :

We, the undersigned individuals, representing the Concerned Citizens of  the FSM Nation

and residents o f  the Gre飢St砒e o f  Yap, would i i娩 t o  welcome you Mr. President and

扣ur di就inguished delegation to Yap. We appreci飢e very muc瓦your efforts to find time

in your busy schedule to me就with us today. We thank you for t藍s precious opportunity

Mr. President, 飢 the outs眺，we would 1蠱e t〕航砒e for the record th飢＜)ur Organiz砒ion is

not觚 l ied wi th any se帆，denomin砒ion pol i t ics, o璃an姥氈ion or  in航itution, public or

private. We represent ourselves and shared a common cause

Our group's members毬p comes f rom a  cross section o f  t i鷙community and丘o m

di什erent religious affihi批ions i n  the鴕砒e. W e  even have non-C址1鴕ians and non-

believers i n  our mid氈．Various age擘oups are also found in  our organiz批ion. Our

members址p is e鴕urn砒ed to be in血e thousands throughout the氈飢e and豹road.  We can

safely assumed here that we speak齣 r  am莉ority o f t毓Yapese people
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Mr. President, mo氈o f  us believed in（珀d. We have faith in  the FSM N砒ion砒
（扣vemment and we believed in WE THE PEOPLE. When WE THE PEOPLE are put in
harms way so that ETO can make a lot of money then, it is time for simple people like us

to氈ep in and champion the丘cause

We are extremely opposed to t加Cooper狐on Investment Agreement between t旒St砒e
of Yap and the Exhibition and Travel Group伊TG) founded by Ch敲rman Deng Hong in
1997. This China based corpor既ion has t址ee core sectors: (1) inve帥me批development,
(2) real e氈砒e con氈ruction, and (3) property operations.  I n  our humble opimo几we
believe 由砒this agreement is a win win situation釣r ETO and a very painful hang over
for Yap St砒e

Operating under the Investment Agreement S函eme, ETG is now in the process o f
leasing land parcels fr伽li Yapese land小vners, mQ氈Qf them do not kn｛叭V出e terms and
conditions oft加lease agreements they signed. While we cannot tell a Yapese landowner
not to lease抓彰her land, if that is wh氈he/she wants, we can caution them to know and
under氈and their re印onsibilities and oblig砒ions under the agreement before they sign.

T址Yap St砒e Legisi氈ure has adopted sever斜resolutions asking the Administration and
ETG to re丘am f rom血eir land gr功bing activities until the issues are explained properly
加the people. The three highe翫traditional paramount chiefs in Yap have dire戉ed ETG to
面 t珈same and thus f壯，it is business as usual. ETO who claims to have址gh regards跏
the government resolutions and tradition訂mand砒es simply ignores these reque就S丘om

our leaders and continue on the址merry way. T址s is un-Yapese and very disre印e氈加1
and insulting to us

This ETG Inve就ment Agreement Scheme is too complic航ed釣 r血e average Yapese的

几ily comprehend. In our humble opinion,姥is a flawed document with t叩many lose

ends and lope h酬es for ETG to avoid living up加their responsibilities, promises, and
oblig砒ions
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The Proje就ls too ambitious, too massive and t叩sudden 鉤r Yap翫氈e and the Yapese

People to accept without knowing the commitments and oblig飢ions contained and/or

implied therein. This development is  specifically designed to  cater to the拉g h -end

international touri鴕with money to spend and not豹 r  the benefit o f  the average Yapese

person. We are being discrimin航ed again氈and turned into second-class citizens in our

own homeland.

Our primary purpose is  t o  make sure th砒 the average Yapese person knows and

understands 蝨Ily wh飢is expected of himlher under the lease agreement

We Yapese are traditionali就S. We pride ourselves in the蠱Ct th砒our u址que tr妃it的q

cu鴕oms, and culture are one with止e land. Our native names and identity is perpetu砒ed

in the land. ~ t h e  land is leased away and儿r gone餉 r  a long time, then, we will be 1o氈

and homeless in our own氈砒e. Land in Yap is a precious commod洵＃We want and love

our own patch of jungle and we do not want to be forced to萼ve it up i f  we do not want to.

We value our land and want to hold on to it餉 r  as long as we can. We have too much

island pride to end up on an artificial reservation.

~ i s  customary that we Yapese come together when our own people are hurting and/or in

times of gre砒needs. T蚯s tradition has been with us ever since we can remember. Money

and greed has come in and easily replaced the accepted local cu氈oms and traditions. ETG

is working very well with血e scheme of divide and conquer

ETG has manage to do the impossible豹 r  Yap. For the fir鴕time in the long and proud

hi曲 r y  of  Yap St砒e, our就批e leadership is divided. Our就砒e government is divided on

this issue. Our traditional chieへand councils are divided, our mi血cipalities, villages,

clans, families, and people are divided. Greed and selfisimess are more common and

de航roying the竹azil fabric our society. We do not need this in Yap
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Mr. President, we are not oppose to economic development妃 r  the氈吐e．血蠱ct, we

welcome it. We want economic development pr）簿ess that will趾（〕ur needs and under

our Yapese control. We want Yapese to be part owners and stakeholders of the economic

developments in our氈氈e

We want to protect t旗heritage of血e pa就and the promise of the future. T址s is wh砒we

Yapese need to pass on to our children and grand children. We have fl(）航her valuable

ass就（)ther出an the land.

The ETG's disru以ion of our lives, cultures，缸adition and government oper砒ions mu就be

stopped Mr. President. The only way is for ETG to leave Yap. If  some of our own people

believed in ETG then, we respectfully invited them to pack up and reloc砒ed to China

I 址s is not going to be a once in a lifetime missed opportunity

~ E T G i s a g叩d thing豹 r  our n吐jo几then perhaps, one o f  our si鴕er-鴕砒es血（)Uld

叩nsider inviting ETG to s就up血eir inve航ment p幗e毓in血砒氈ate. If there is a way th砒

you know that mig～琉 ip us in our e撒批s, please I既us know. Your under氈anding and

C叩per甜on are尊吐efully印preci砒ed and mo就welcomed

At the end of the day, Mr. President, this issue is a Yapese problem that must be solved

only by the Yapese People coming tog就her and working together as one珈order  釣rt拉S

的work, ETG mu氈pa暾up  and leave Yap and the s叩ner this is done, the better豹 r砒1

concerned. We invited this mess upon ourselves and it is time that we clean house. To

this end, we pie囎e our sacred honor

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of our highe氈consider砒ions.

Siro, S豌and kamagar.
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Re印ect盒Ily submitted,

二 C /
Mr. Timo
Representative of the Concerned Group

Mr. John Guswel

Mr. Chd,^sFa l  eyo
Represe瓧ative of the

Representative of the Concerned Group

Mr. Nich~1as igir1a
Rel〕reSem砒iK/e OftheRepresentati(re of the Concerned Group

Attachment: Copies of Rel吐ed-Correspondences
Other Supporting Documents
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