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could be found and the Japanese population was four times that of Jabor.  

This was presumably because more locals attended the movie showings.

4-2 NBK and Other Trading Stores in Remote Atolls: the Forefront of 

Japanese Colonial Economy

Jabor, Jaluit was the final destination of the NYK’s eastbound shipping 

services from Japan.  There were also regular boat services (eastbound and 

westbound) with other atolls within the Marshalls from Jabor, a service both 

ordered and subsidized by the Nan'yo-cho and operated by NBK.  As NKK, 

NBK was not a government agency but had a prominent role in the economic 

development of Nan'yo Gunto from early years.  By 1942, NBK was merged 

with NKK, forming the most powerful private corporation in Nan’yo Gunto.

     Twelve NBK branch stores in remote atolls of the Marshalls were linked 

with the regular shipping network (Fig.19).  The stores sold goods to locals 

and bought copra (Fig.20) (small NBK branch stores were also seen in the 

remote islands of the Yap Branch).  The NBK employees often took local 

wives and had families.*33) Among the twelve NBK Branch locations in the 

Marshalls, Kwajalein and Wotje each had a kogakko and a police station as 

well.  Ebon had a kogakko�� �������������������������������������������

store, sometimes along with other Japanese trading stores.  Besides these 

trading outposts, there were also independent copra buyers who collected 

copra and traded with the NBK and other businesses.*34) 

5. CONCLUSION

This paper has examined the urban morphology and features of Japanese 

colonial towns in Ponape, Kusaie, Yap and Marshalls including several 

smaller Japanese settlements in remote areas.  The findings can be 

summarized as follows. 

      Firstly, three key components that characterized Japanese colonial towns 

in Nan’yo Gunto, namely government/company precincts, commercial strips 

and pleasure districts, were found even in towns with a Japanese population 

of only a few hundred.  In particular, the existence of a government sector 

or established corporations like NKK effectively determined the size and 

function of Japanese colonial towns.  Nan'yo-cho government officials 

or corporate employees who were paid high monthly salaries worked at 

������������������������������ ������ ��� ���������������������������������

for them. They brought with them metropolitan life styles to the colonial 

settlements in the Pacific.  Their needs as urban consumers facilitated to 

develop a wide variety of stores as well as ryoriya, where important social 

occasions took place.  Colonia on Yap, Jabor in the Marshalls and Matalanim 

on Ponape in the 1930s were small towns with only several hundred Japanese 

residents, but all had ryoriya in their outskirts.*35) On the contrary, Lele on 

Kusaie did not have any ryoriya as there was no government administration 

�������������������������������������������������������������������ryoriya

seems to have indicated the level of urban development in Japanese colonial 

towns.

     Secondly, government facilities were scattered in a manner which showed 

respective needs for education and order for each area.  For example, most 

shogakko were located in towns.  However, sometimes they were built 

in rural locations where any sizable Japanese communities existed with 

families, as seen in the case of the shogakko on Kusaie.

Kogakko were more often built in remote locations in the midst of local 

communities to provide public education to local children.  Teachers and 

their families lived by themselves on these kogakko premises, as seen in 

Maki on Yap.  Although living in rural areas, the residents were not self-

sufficient producers such as farmers; they lived on a good salary paid by 

the administration and were consumers who depended on supplies and 

transportation provided from towns.  These kogakko premises functioned as 

outposts implementing policies at the forefront of colonial rule.

    Similarly, police stations were established in remote areas on behalf of the 

colonial administration either alone or together with shogakko/kogakko.  As 

discussed earlier, Nakajima in 1941 noted the typical dispute between the 

������������������kogakko principal over exerting their authority in remote 

settlements, using a case observed in Lele on Kusaie as an example.  Umesao  

������������������������������������������������������������������������������

isolated village in Ponape, who acted as the highest authority handling all 

administrative matters in the area (1943: 455).  These outposts with police 

stations were at the forefront of colonial order. 

     Away from kogakko and police stations, NBK branches were often 

established in more remote islands where there were trading opportunities, 

as seen in the Marshalls.  Their modest settlements can be seen as outposts 

at the forefront of colonial economy.  Although distant, these outposts were 

connected by regular shipping services subsidized by the Nan'yo-cho.

These outposts were small and reomote, yet they functioned as the 

extension of towns and contributed to consolidate the Japanese mandate of 

Micronesia.
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Fig.20  Japanese Trading Store in the Marshalls, c. 1916-17
Soucrce: By T. McMahon, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW. PXB 293/3/59.
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