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12 Body size variation: a long standing problem of life history 
evolution of mosquitoes and mosquito researchers. 

CDieng, H. and Eshita, Y. (Dept. of Infect. Dis. Cont., 
Facul. of Med., Oita Univ). 

Most apparent aspect of an organism’s life history, body 

size is an important selective agent underlying the overall 

biology of mosquitoes and as such, our knowledge on them 

Although it has a genetic basis, most expressed sizes results 

from interplay between the genome and larval history, but also 

fron scaling. Size variations together with long-growing 

controversies owing to variable approaches, are increasingly 

being noted in the literature and this has even led some to sound 

anote of warning about this parameter [Grimstad & Haramis (1984), 

Hans Briegel (Briegel 2003), distinguished achievement award 

presenter at the 2002 Society of Vector Ecology Meeting]. As a 

primary step towards a monolithic view on this crucial parameter, 

here, we provide background for, and an entry into the voluminous 

literature on body size. We dealt with: (1) mosquito 

growth/development, (2) size and mosquito physiology, (©) 

scaling and some strategies helping to avoid experimental bias, 

(4) methods to assess size and related controversies and (5) how 

to make size. 
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