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A study on the past and present conditions of the development sites of the Japanese colony in Micronesia
- A case study at the plantations and the bauxite mining lands on the Babeldaob Island, the Republic of Palau

B Sy - OGRS - )l R
Akiko Tida*, Satoshi Osawa** and Mikiko Ishikawa*

The purpose of this study is to clarify the past and present conditions of the plantations and the bauxite mining lands
on the Babeldaob Island, the Republic of Palau, where was the Japanese colony before the WWIL In 1940, 1,671
people lived in the four plantation villages of 2,236 ha. They cultivated mainly pineapples and cassavas and sold them
to Japan; however deforestation and overharvesting by Japanese have still influenced the current vegetation and an
invasive spice Falcataria moluccana introduced by Japanese has affected the native species. Besides, there were two
bauxite mining sites of 106 ha that were the biggest industry of the island. Although the areas were not large, the
sedimentation from the mining sites was large amount and it affected not only the terrestrial and coastal environment,
but also Palauan villages, too. Since both development sites were located along the water system, influences on the

natural and social environment were spread over the watershed long time.
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