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The　impacts　on 　urbanisation 　in　the　Pacific　from　the　short −lived　Japanese　occup ’
atien 　of　most 　of　Micronesia

’
in　the　first　halfof　the　twentieth

centUry 　was 　substantial，　Ovcr　a　period　ofthree 　decades　island　economies 　were 　transformed 　and ，　in　the　casc　of しhe　No 曲 ern 　Marianas，　small
islander　populations　resettled　in皿 odern 　towns　together　wi 出 many 　thousands 　ofJapanese 　migrants ．　Racial　segreg ＆tion　was 　not 　cn 負）rced 　as

such 　and 　oGonomic 　and 　social　diStinctions　stratificd　thc　urban 　populations，　New 　maps 　der正ved 　from　wart 孟me 　aer藍al　photography　have　been

drawn−up 　fbr　Garapan 　and 　Chalan　Kanoa 　on 　Sa記pan　and 　fbr　Tin童an 　Town ，　and 　are 　reported 　here　together 　with 　sGme 　reminiscences 　ef

τepatriated 　fbrmer　resid ¢ nts ．　Boundaries　of 　different　land　use 　activities　are　reveaied 　hcre　for　the　first　time ．　Some 　conclusions 　are 　reachcd

aboUt 　the　iand　use 　patter皿 ofJapanese 　colonial 　towns 　and 血 oir　key　components ．
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丿加 傭 ∫ow η ［Garapani，　there　were 　not　onlypu うliefacili｝ies　such ．as
α ∫0 ｝vn 　hall．　post　ofice ，　audi ’or 跏 〃 らpoliee．statton ，　eourt 　house　and

ソαη ・・CSS ・ん・ ・is・butalSO吻 ρ∫，fiQm　depα rtmentst ・ res 　toソq御 わ記，
∫  ，clothing 　dnd　electr ゴ6 卿 liance　stores ．　pharmacies 　and 　sushi

restaurants ・Public　bathhouses，ゴ朋 ∫，わ广othels ，　cafe ／bars　and 　othe 厂

ノlacilities　were
・
　alsofully 　a厂厂のノed．　There ｝vere 　twO 　movie 　theatres

伽 ゴ帥 ・ ぬ め・ newspapers 伽 t　competed 　with 　each 　o 彦her　vigor −
ously ．　There　vvere　as 　ma の，　as 　113automobiles　on 　thestreets ゴη ノ93Z

Su・h・a・street ・scene ・was ・eon 跏 ・   5 畷 ヂ砌 ε吻 devel・ρed 　t・剛 加

mainiand 　Japan 　had わeen 　transplanted （Nomura 艮987：117，　trans一

且旦 ted　from　Japancse），

i．INTRODUCTION

As　described　in　Nom 斑 a
’
s　doc    町 novel ，

’
伽 功 o 加 脚 50肋 （Home −

1and　FarAwayAcross 　the　Sca）
F

（1987），∫apan 　became 　involved　in　th¢ inten−

sive　scttlement 　of 　the．　Northcm 　Marianas　i曲 e 　two 　decades　before　Werld

W 自rτWo ．　This　was 　to　have　a 　huge　impact　on 　an 　oceanic 　region 　ofsrnal 【and

sparse 孟y　populatcd　is至ands 　characterised 　up 　to　th正s　time 　by　little　more 　than

subsistenGe   ing　and 　small −scale 　trading，　Substant呈al　Japanese　migra 厩on

transformed　a　part　of 山 e　Pacific　whcrc 　urbanisatien ，　ex 呻 t　Qfthe 　most 　mi −

nor 　kind，　was 　unknown 　until 　after 正914w 紅en　Micronesia　was 　occupied 　by

Japan　who 　was 　subsequently 　given　a　League　ofNations 　trusteesh 正p（1＞bn　
’
yo

Gunto）εo 　govem 　t臨e τegion ．　EventUally　96，000　Japanese　nationals 　were 　to

live　and 　wo 【k　there，　easily　outnumber 三ng 　the　52，000　indigenous　islanders．　lhc

Nortihern　Mar 正ana 　isla“ds　was 　where 　the　main 　we 至ght　ofmigration 　was 　con −

centrated 　and 　whcre 　economic 　and
’inf辷astructure　change 　was 　greatest，　as 　they

were 　the　closest 　part　ofMicronesia 　to　the　home　coun 虹y　and 　became・the　site 　of

a ・successfU 正sugar 　indust1y（Fig猛 re 　l）．
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   Un1ike European powers in the South Pacific who  managed  their posses-

sions  and  cnterprises  as  ptantation eolorties  with  small  numbers  of  expatriate

officials, the Japanese imported the entire  apparatus  ofcolonial  dcvelopmcnt

to its tropical tenitories, ffom the lowest labourcrs to top  management.  The

developmentofMicronesiaincludedanadditionalagendaitcmforJapanwho

saw  in it the resolution  ofeconornic  depression in overpopulated  rural  areas

like Okinawa  ftom where  60 per cent  of  the migrants  originated.`

   Colonial urbanisation  has been actively  studied  in the last few  decades

(King 1990), but international discussions have rarely  included information

aboutpatternsofJapanesecolonialism,1argelyduetoalackofaccesstosources

in the  Japanese language. Whilst much  has bcen  written  about  colonial

urbanisationbyEuropeanpowersinSouthPacific,particularlybyAustralian

scholars  (for an  overview,  see  Conne}I and  Lca  1993, 199S), little is known

about  how  the  Japanese brought urbanisation  to the Western Pacific. In part

this is due to the severe  physicar destmctien during WOrld  War  TMFo and  partly

due to the whelesale  repauiation  efthe  Japanese urban  population at the close

of  the war.!

    TherehasalsobeensignificantresearchintoJapanesecolonialurbanplan.

ning  and  architecture  in the Japanese language literature in recent  years, but

themainfocushasbeertonmainlandAsianlecations,includingThiwan,where

much  more  urban  development  took place than in the Pacific (see for ex-

ample,  Koshizawa  1989). Ne  elite architects  weTe  ernptoyed  to design grand

buildings in Micronesia. For rnany  Okinawans,  Micronesia was  a primary

destinationbefore1945andtheirpresencewasafactorunderpirmingthespeed

andeconomicsuccessofthecolonialseulernentprecessand,asaconsequence,

led to the rapid  formation of  urban  centres  in the region.

    Details about  urban  living conditions  in the colonial  towns efMicronesia

are  found in various  contemporary  reports  (Price 1936, 1944; Yhmaihara 1 935;

British Naval Inte11igence Division 1945). Among  postwar investigations by

modern  scholars  are  Peattie's (1988) study  ofJapanese  colonial  rule  of

Micronesia which  provides the most  detailed historical acccunt  and  is based

en  English and  Japanese sources.  Norrrura's (1987) novei  about  migrant  fami-

lies from Yamagata  paints a  valuable  picture ofUrban  living cenditions  in

Garapan.ButtheseworksdonotdescribehowthecolonialtownsofMicronesia

were  established  and  how  their characteristic  urban  morpholegy  evolved.  In

particular, little is known about  the urban  circumstances  of  the Okinawans

whocornprisedthemajorityofJapaneseinMierenesia.

    This paper thus focuses on  the pr¢-war urban  rnorphology  of  the  towns,

with  the main  objective  of  improving the state  ef  knowlodge  about  a  signifi-

cant  period of  urban  deyelopmcnt in the Pacific and  eur  understanding  of

how  Japanese colenial  urban  settlement  operated  in practice. Three urban

centres  in the Northerm Mariana Islands that were  substantially  expanded,  or

newly  built, during the  1920s and  1930s were  chosen  for closer  examination:

namely  Garapan, Chalan Kanoa  and  Tinian Tbwn.  Garapan  was  administra-

tive centre  ofthe  IVbnbeo Cho Saipan Branch (Northern Marianas) and  the

largest town  in Micronesia during the Japanese colonial  period (Figure 2).

Chalan Kanoa, located 6 kilometres to the so"th,  was  a sugar  company  tbwn

designed to serviee  the new  plantations, as  was  Tinian lbwn  on  neighbouring

Tinian Island.3 In part two  of  this paper, Koror  in Palau, the capital  city of
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IVinn beo Gunte. is examined  and,  in part three, the origins  ofmodern  Japanese

sugar  settlernents  in kiwan  and  Minamidaito Island in Okinawa arc  investi-

gated.

   The  main  challenge  in rediscovcring  the urban  Tnorphology  efthe  Japa-

nese  coloniar  tewus  of  the  Northern Marianas was  te discover the extent  and

features of  urbanisation  pTior to the  destruction of  Wbrld  War  TXvo. As  there

are  no  accurate  maps  remaining  te show  tfie cenfiguration  of  the built envi-

ronment  in the three towns,  new  ones  were  drawn  with  the aid  ofUS  Navy

aerial phetographs taken prior to bombing over  the period February to June

1944 (Bishop Museum,  Honolulu; Okinawa ftcfectural Archiye). The rcmi-

niseences  of  1S former residents  now  tiving in Okinawa are  also  recordcd  to

portray the actual  use  ofland  and  bui1dings and  the distribution ofsecial  and

cultura1 greupings in the tewns. Statistical data, including the Japanese Popu-

lationCensus`ofMicronesia,providcdadditionalevidenceaboutthefeatures

ofurbanlife.S

2. GARAPAN

2-1 Co)onial Heart of  the Nerthern Marianas

Garapan  httd its beginnings as  the village  ofArabwal  established  in the 19th

century  during the Spanish occupation.  Thc  indigerieus pepulatien of  Saipan

had been removed  in the previous century  and  the island was  not  rescttled

until occupied  by Caroline islanders escaping  frorn storm  damaged Truk

(Chuuk) in the 1820s. The  small  town  grew progressively through  further

migrations  ofCaroline  islanders and  Chamorros from Guam, with  the popu-

lation reaching  1,900 by 1899 (Russell 1984). In the  short  succeeding  Ger-

rrian period (from 1899 to  1914) little changed  physically in Garapan  itself

and  few new  settlers arrived  (Russell 1991).

    In sharp  contrast  te the early  colonial  occupations,  Japanese control

brought with  it thousands of  new  migrants  and  substantial  physical expansion

(Figure 3). Tlre population ofGarapan  grew ffom somc  2,Soo in 1920 to 6,6oo

in1930andbythemid-1930sithaddoubledagaintoalmost13,OOO,ofwhich

only  3,eOO were  islanders (Japanese Census ofPopulation  1920-1935). By

the  end  of  the  1930s the population is estirnated  to haye grown  eyer  15,OOO.

The  tota1 pepulatien of  Saipan reached  28,OOO by  the end  of  the 1930s as  a

result  of  intense econemic  activity.`  By  thcn  urban  services  sufficient  to sup-

port daily life at Japanese standards  were  fu11y deyejopecl, and  by 1939 seme

324 retailers  were  established  in the town  (feble 1). There were  also  eight

inns, 28 ryetei (restaurants, mostly  brethels), and  51 cafelbars  and  other  eat-

ingldrinking places (Japanese Special Census 1939). The  town  also  housed

various  factories producing consurner  goods, such  as  miso  paste, soy  sauce,

various  liquors (Okinawan awamori,  sakc,  whisky,  and  pineapple wine),  soap,

coffee  (grown locally), tapioca  starch  and  various  fish preducts. These  were

exportod  as  well  as  being locally consumed  (Japanese Speeial Census  1939;

Nan'ye  Cho  1941),

2-2 Land  Use in Colonial Garapall

Garapan  exhibited  a  cemplex  pattern of  land uses  refiecting  not  only  its pri-

rnary  function as  the centre  ofregional  government and  services  but also the

presence ofseveral  ticrs of  Japancse and  indigenous residents.  Marked  dis-

tinctionsexistedbetwecnthegoyerningrnainlandJapaneseeliteandmigrants

NII-Electronic  
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Figure 2 Garapan  in the  1930s(Somrce:Nan'yeCheSnipanShichon.d.}

Sourccs/Buildingsaidstreetslayoutbasedonaeriatp.botegraphstaktrnbyUSNsvMFcbruarytoJunc1944
(BishopMuscumcoUection);'SsipEn-toGarapanshiga]ch]4'MaylS33(reppntedbyptan'yeGuntoKyokai
n.d.);'NonhChElsnKanoag'SheetNumber3367IS-LAMSStTiesWS43,SA]pan,Mananalslands,h25,OOO
FiTstEdition-AMC(FEC),prepsredunderthedirectioneftheEngineet,GHQ,FEC,by64thEnginectBase

TbpographicBattalion,USA,1951.
Figure 3 Garapan  lbwn,  Feb  1944 Qrawn by  Keiko  One,  2eOl)

Thble 1 Shops by Category in Garapan, Tinian and
ChalanKanoain1939{seurce:JapanescspeeialCensus1939)

Figure4
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from other  prefectures like Okinawa. Similarly, the residential circumstances

of  the Chamorros  refiected  their status in relation  to that of  the immigrant

CarolineIslanders,

Government PrecinetiHousing Areas  (Al and  A2:  Figure 4)

Tb the east of  the governrnent administratien  bliilding, originally  built by the

Germans, was  the district known as Katori-che (Area Al), containing  gov-

ernment  housing and  other  public faciHties such  as  a primary school  for is-

landers, a  boys' business high schoo1  (originally built as  a Japanese primary

scheel),  a  modern  hospita1 possessing a monumenta1  concrete  dome, martial

arts  hall, a  park, jail and  shinto  shrine.  Residents here were  mostly  the  goy-

ernment  elite eriginating  ffom  mainland  Japan, though  there were  also  a  few

Okinawansinprofessiona1occupatiens.

    By  the  bcginning ofthc  193Os, as  the  size  of  the population swellcd,  a

large forested area  en  the northern  side  ofGarapan  was  develeped to proyide

more  building land to accemmodate  the growing  needs  ef  the town.  This site

was  called  Pontamu-cho  New  Town  and  provided generous sized  building

blocks developed at  low densities (AreaA2). It was  the only  explicitly  planned

areaandcontainedvariousJapaneseschoots(kindergarteri,prirnary,andgirls'

high schoel),  modern-leoking  government and  company  heusing, facteries

and  other  businesses (Figure S).

Commerciat  Areas  (Bl, B2  and  B3:  Figure 4)

North Garapan  formed the centre  of  town  (Area B1). Here, legacies from the

Spanish and  German  eras  were  particulariy visible  in the street pattern, and

building densities were  substantially  highen North-sQuth main  streets were

much  wider than found in most  comparable  Japanese smalI  towns at  this time,

ranging  from 8 to 14 meters  (Ogimi 1941), and  were  numbered  accerding  to

theJapanesecustomffomlbchomeDon'(firststreet)to}bnchomeDori(fourth

street). Departrnerit stores and  other  1arger shops  eendueted  flourishing busi-

nesses  along the main  streets, particularly on  IVichome Dori (secend street),

which  was  often  called  the 'IVbnbee  Ginza.' In general, the most  established

businesses in north  Garapan  were  ewned  by  rnainland  Japanese. The  Saipan

auditorium,  or  kokaido, on  foncheme  Dori, was  the most  modern  building in

the town  with  its three-storey concrete  sttueture  emamented  with  Spanish

colonialcolumns.Apleasurequarterforrnedatwhathadbeenthetown'snonh-

erTi eutskirts at  the beginning ofthe  1920s and  was  soen  surrounded  by newly

deyelopedblocks.

    Smaller businesses mainly  run  by Okinawans were  located in south

Garapan (Araa B2), where  the width  of  the tewn  narrowed  to only  two  main

streets (secend and  third), Houses  ofCaroline  islanders vrere found here, as

well  as their abai  (community hall) on  IVichome Dori. Ibwards the southern

endanetherpleasurequarterdevelepedmestlyrunbyOkinawans.TheAsso-

ciation  ofOkinawans  (Cthi'nawa-henjinkaD was  also  located here, as  was  the

popular Minami-za  Okinawan  theatre, making  this the Okinawan  quarter of

colonialGarapan.7

    In the proximity of  the old  road  that connected  Garapan with  the northern

vi11ages were  strips  of  smaller  shops,  a popular rnovie  theatre, and  one  of  the

mest  expornsive  r),otei  (Area B3), Residcnts here were  a  mixture of  mainland

Japanese and  Okinawans, plus some  Chamorros  liVing in small  clusters  of

houses often  situated in irmer blocks behind buildings facing the streets.  Their
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existence  was  unnoticed  by most  passers-by.

OtherAreas  (C1, C2  and  C3:  Figure 4)

The  
'old

 town' section  efnorth  Garapan was  located to the west  of  Ibchome

DoFi along  the KZ igan Dori (coast street) (Area C1). This is also  where  the

stonehousesofwell-to-doCharnorroswerelocated.Okinawanfishetrnenfrom

Itoman (the southern  part of  Okinawa's main  island known  for its fishery)

also  livgd here, forming the highest density neighbouthood  in the town. Other

Okinadians lived near  a ship  dock and  a  slaughterhouse  located near  the shorc

at the  southern  edgc  ofPontamu-cho  (Area C2), The  outskirts were  occupied

by  nurperous  Japanese small  holders of  whem  a  high proportien were

Okinawans  (Area C3). Their fhesh vegetables,  fuit, meat,  eggs,  milk  and  tofu

met  the daily needs  of  the urban  population. Physical infrastructure here, in-

cluding  the streets,  was  not  we11  established  and  housing generally comprised

very  sirnple  stmctures.

3. CHALAN  KANOA:  A  SINGLE  PURPOSE  SUGAR  TOWN

Chalan Kanoa  was  where  the  IVbn beo Kbhatsu  Kbbttshikigaisha (NKK) corn-

pany headquarters were  located and  the  centre  of  the sugar  industry on  Saipan

(FiguTes 6 and  7). It was  a  specia1  purpese Japanese cornpairy  town  built around

a sugar  refinery  and  had  a population ofappreximately  3,400 in 193S, only  a

handfulofwhemwereofislariderextraction(JapanesePopulationCensus1935).

   Financial difficulties experienced  by the cempany  in its early  years on

Saipan was  possibly a reason  why  its edice  buildings in Chalan Kanea  were

not  well  laid out. But  it was  a  different matter  with  the company  housing

whichshowedplentyofcvidenceofcarefu1planning.Theidealisticcempany

president, Haaji  Matsue, belieyed it necessary  for the quality ofa  modern

sugar  settIement  to be reflected  in the modemity  ofits  design. Closest to the

main  offices was  the detached housing of  the corrrpany  executives  ffigure 8).

These dwellings possessed a  westem-style  sitting room  built ofconcrete  at-

tached to a traditional  wooden  Japanese house, which  foIIowed a  popular

practice used  in upper-middle  class  residences  in mainiand  Japan at this time.

The  emphasis  on  building design seems  to have been to achieve  a  moderri  and

European appearance,  rather  than dealing suecessfu1ly  with  the impact ofthe

tropical climate.  No  grand verandahs  were  found here but waist-high  win-

dows set in concrete  buildings symbolising  modernity  and  advancernent.  Ihc

only  features showing  any  sympathy  for tropical cenditions  were  the raised

fieors with  arched  ventilatien  openings  provided in the concrete  structures.

Theoccupantswerethemanagementelitefrommain1andJapan.Largersemi-

detached houses were  provided for the company's  salaried  employees  (shain).
They were  also  predominantly  mainland  Japanese tegether with  some

Okinawans. Four and  six unit  row-houses  fo11owed for lower class  employ-

ees  igengyoin) who  were  paid on  a dailybasis and  who  mainly  camc  from

Okinawa(personalcommunications,Okinawa,February2001).Itshouldbe

noted  that  some  of  the row  houses  for lower level employees  were  built in

modcrn  reinforced  concrete.  In general, the quality ofcompany  housing, par-

ticularly thht built in the  earry  Years after sugar  productien became succcss-

fu1, were  ofbetter  quality than government  housing  in Garapan or  the  re-

gional capital  ef  Kerer  in Palau, thus supporting  Matsue's idealistn.

   A  forrner resident,  visiting  fforn Garapan, recalls  Chalan  Kanea  being
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'like
 a  rcsort'  with  many  trees and  gardens among  which  the houses could  be

glimpsed (personal comrmumication,  Okinawa, March  2001). Special facili-

ties, such  as  tennis  eourts,  NKK  clubhouses,  and  a NKK-run  kindergarten,

created  a  modern  atmosphere  that felt unusual  for mest  rcsidcnts.  even  at

ltome in  Japan. Thcre were  few  cemmercial  actiyities in Chalan Konea as

most  everyday  needs  could  be found at the  NKK  company  store  where  em-

ployees could  purchase thmgs  on  credit at rcasonablc  pnces yia  a  direct de-

duction from  their salaries.  For other  needs  they  could  walk,  bicycle, or  ride

on  the narrow  gauge train to Garapan. Many Okinawan employees  prcferrcd

not  to live in the company  housing suburbs,  enab]ing  them  to earn  additional

mcome  by running  smali  farms and  raismg  cattlc (personal comrnunieations,

Okinawa, February 2001)

Sourecs/BulldingsandstmclslayoutbascdonacnalphotogrzphstakenbyUSNavy,FcbruilrytoJvne1944
fBdshopMustumcollectton),'SouthChalanKaloa,'SheetNurnber3367IINE,AMSSeriesWS43,SmpEo,
Mat]aiatsTands,12S,OOOFmstEdtlion-AMC<FEC),preparedunrferthedirectienofrhcEngmecr,GE{Q,
FEC,by"thE"gmeeiBaseTbpognphicBattalion,USA,19Sl,'NonhChalEnKEnoa,'SheelNvmbcr1361
ISW,AMSSei]esWS43,Saipan,Mananalslands,125,OOOSecondEdi ±ion-AMS{FEC),preperedunderthc
diTectionoftheEigmcecGHQ,FEC,by64thEngrneerBaseTlopog[aphicBattalion,USA,19Sl

Figure 6 Chalan Kanoa, FebfJune 1944 (Drawn by Keiko Ono)
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Figure  7 Land  Use  Patterns of  Chalan  Kanoa

Okmawans

4. TINIAN  TOVVN:  A  MODEL  COLONIAL  TOWN

Development  ofT{nian  island was  started  by NKK  at  the end  of  1920s, allow-

mg  thc pmor experience  gained on  Saipan to result  in a  morc  systematic  and

organisodmodelofurbandevelopment.Tl}ealmosttota1lyJapanesepopulation

ofthe  islandjumpcd from 199 in 1925, to over  15,OOO by the  end  of  the 193es

(Nan'yo Cho  194 I). Tinian town  was  the only  urban  centre  on  the rsland apart

from a  few  small  rurat  villagcs  (many tenant farmers and  fie]d workers  also

1iyed on  farms), and  accemmodated  seme  4,SOO residents  by  the end  ofthe

193os,s

   It was  the  last of  the rnain  colonial  towns established  in the Northern

Marianas  and  was  better planned and  rnore  systematically  organised  than

Chalan  Kanoa  (Figures 9 and  1O) Indeed, Matsue proudly descnbed  it as
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Figure  8 NKK  Company  Housing
SouceeNan'yoGunloKyokat(199P),Asia-PacificLibrary,AsiaCenterofJzpapCYeqiYlamaguch:Collcction)
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'resernbling

 the latest urban  planning', and  that 
`one

 can  sense  tt ftesh feeling

ofa  modern  cultura1  city'  (Matsue 1932: 1g8-189). The  layeut was  an  orderly

ghd pattern with  the  western  halfbeing occupied  by the  NKK  compound

(Figure 11), the sugar  refinerM  and  company  housing. In order  to improve thc

leok ef  the  its own  housing areas,  NKK  ran  annual  competitions  for those

with the most  beautifu1 gardens fpersonal communication,  Okinawa, March

2001). 11ie castern  half formed the town  proper, with  the government housing

area  located higher up  the  slope  on  the northern  side. The  laTger stores  werc

sitaated  on  the main  street along  with  the public buildings but the pleasure

quarter was  relegated  to the far-eastern end  of  the town. By  1939 there were

21 l retaiters,  three inns, 14 i),otei and  37 cafelbars  and  other  eatingtdrinking

places, forming an  impressiye tota1 when  compared  with  Garapan  (Japanese
Special Census 1939).

   Tinian town  is a good  illustration ofa  comprehensively  pranned Japa-

nese  colonial  sugar  town, comprising  all the key  elements  found in Garapan

and  Chalan Kanoa  but in a mere  cornpact  arrangement.  Interestingly, the ba-

sic urban  components  had already  been established  in the late 1920s in a

smal!companytownontheJapaneseMinamidaitoIs1andintheRyukyugroup.

The  island had  been  developed by Han'uemon  lhmaki  in the  Melji era  but

was  later taken  over  by  a  japanese sugar  company  based in lhiwan. Unlike

the Japanese sugar  industry in 1laiwan, the entire  labour force was  brought to

this inhabited island and  although  much  smaller  in scale,  Minarnidaito can  be

considered  as  a  model  foT the Japanese colonial  sugar  industry ef  the Nonh-

ern  Marianas (field research  by  One  and  Ando, October 2000).

5.CONCLUSION:DISTINCTIVEURBANFENrURESOFJAPANESE

Figure 9 TEnian Tbwn, FeblJune 1944 (Drawll by  Keiko  Ono)

Figure 1O Land  Use  ef  TXnian Tbwn

Figure 11 NKK  CIubhouse  in Tinian Town
Source/HesokawaShashin-kan{n.d.)
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eollectiens);'Thrhungttya,'SheetNumber336elNEAMSScricsWS43,Tinian,

MarianaTstands,1/2S,OOOFirstEdition-AMC(FEC),preparcdundeqtheditec-
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COLONIAL  SETTLEMENT

An  important question arising  out

ofthese  findings is whether  there

was  a  distinctive pattern

characterisingJapanesecolonimuTL

ban  settlemcnt  in the  Nerthern

Marianas in the  twentieth  ceritury.

Threekeycomponentsofthetowns

do  stand  out  as  worthy  of  fUrther

discussion.

    First, is the presence of  an  ex-

clusive  precinct symbolising  me-

dernity and  advancement  repre-

sented  by  the  government  andlor

company  housing areas.  It was  the

enly  planned  arca  and  equipped

with  modern  facilities and  ameni-

ties that embodied  the idealism ap-

propriate for Japan to be  seen  as a

newly  emerging  colonial  power.

Second,  is the  commercial  area

comprising  nurnerous  shops,  from

departrneritstorcstostrt)etvendors,

providing urban  seryices  to support

an  adyanccd  starrdard ofdaily  1ife.

Commercial  activity  in thc towns was  labour intensiye as was  the main  eeonemy  ofthe  sugar

industry. Unlike their European colonial  counterparts,  Japanese towns  in IVIin beo Gunte  were

rnigration
 
settlement

 colonies  rcquired  to resolve  problems of  oyer  population and  nFal  cce-

nomic  depression at  home, A  labeur intensive urban  settlement  process was  therefore rational.

Third, is the presence of  a pleasure district that played a crucial  rele  in Japanese social  and

economic  life. Ryotei were  alse  where  business negotiations  were  perfbrmed and  decisions

made  by both government  oMcials  and  business people. Ihis tratiition continues  to this day  in

contemporary  Japan. Such key cemponents  ef  urban  life were  also  found on  Minarnidaito Is-

land, providing a  domestic Japanese example  of  modern  sugar  industry development  eperating

at  a  smaller  scale  but in a  similar  fashion,

   The  colonial  towns  ofthe  Northern Marianas were  primarily coinmcrcial  and  industrial
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centres 　serving 　the 　sugar 　industry．　Garapan　was 　the］argest 　and 　contained

numerous 　activitics 　catcr 孟ng 　fbr　the　needs 　efthe 　whole 　population．　Chalan

Kanoa 　was 　a　pure　company 　town　located　as　a　satellite　ofGarapan ．　These　two

urban 　centres 　complemcntcd 　each 　other 　and 　should 　be　viewed 　as　on じ ex一

tended　town．　Tinian　Town，　on 　a 　separate 　isまand ，　was 　thc　most 　systematicaUy

bujlt　model 　colonial　tow飢 hat　emerged 　duri聾g　the　1930s．　Overall，出 ey　were

designed　to　fulfi正fUnctional　needs 　and 　prest至gious　appearancc 　was 　ofa 重ower

conc   ．　Even 　housing　for　th¢ g。vc   cnt　elite跏 d　company 　executives 　was

small 　and 　modest 　when 　compared 　w 圭th　that　of 　its　Europcan　co   terparts　in

the　South　Pacific．

The　whole 　spectrum 　ofthe 　coroniaUabour 　force　was 　brought　from　Japan

to　the　new 　colonies 呈n　the　Northcrn　Marianas　and 　the　towns 　became 　socially

andphysically 　stratified　as　ifthey　hadbeen 　built　in　Japan．【twas 　the　Okinawarr

m 重grants　that　fbrmed　the　basis　ofthe 聖abour 　fc）rce，　unlike 皇n 　t缸e　Eu τopean

colonia 正settlements 　in　the　South　Paclfic　where 　colonial 　populations　f沁 m

other　continents 　wcre 　brought’in　to　work 　the　sugar 　fields（Ralston　l977），

While 　European　eolonialisrn 　roUtinely 　separated 　the　races　
’
as　an　object 　of

urban 　policy
’
（Home 且997：117），　the　local　islander　population　was 　physically

integrated　in　the　Japanese　colonial 　tewn 　exccpt 　in　government　and 　cornpany

housing　precincts，　More 　west   lsed　Ch   o π os 　were 　not 　entlrelyrelegatcd

to　a　low　position　on 　the　social 　and 　econornic 　ladder，　being　on 　thc　same 　level

as 　some 　of 　the　Okinawan　migrants ．　The 　presence　of 　large　numbers 　of

Okinawans 　was 　a　sign孟fi¢ ant　feature　of　the ハ麁め o （｝unto 　towns　giving　them

aunique 　u1もan 　social 　struc 血 re ．　The　examples 　we 　have　exam 玉ned 　relate　to　an

unprecedented 　wave 　ofcons 血mct 至on　and 　development　d面 ng 　the　period　when

Japan　sought 　te　incorPorate　the　Micronesian　islands　into　its　cmpire ．
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END 　NOTES 乙

11n 　additionto 　the　economicdepression 　and 　popu且ati  pressure，　migrants 　from　Okinawa
were 　recruited 　because　they 　were 　considered 　mest 　appropriate 　as 　being　accustomed 　to

tropical　climate 　and 　sugar 　cane 　production （Matsue 　l932 ： 呂2），
2For　examp 且e，　Garapan　w 司s　almost 　completely 　destroyed，　Notonlywere 　the 　buildings

buしmost 　street 　layouts　were 　removed 　and 　redeveloped 　under 　a　new 且y 　mandated 　U、S，
regime 　in　thepostwaryears ．1］ie　most 　dense且y　pepulated　central　u 罰ban　area 　in　the　who 且e

ofMicronesiabecame 　a　grassy　field　dotted　with 　trees　and 　a　few　bui且dings．
3Tnle　narne　oftheurban 　centre 　onTinian 　Is］and 　was 　Tlnlan．］／o　avoid 　confUsionbetween

tlte　names 　efthe 　island　and 　the　town ，　we 　use 　the 匸erm 　’Tinian　Town 「f｛｝r　tbe　town 　in匸his
papじ「・
4 洳 ンoG 醐 ω ∫05 θ1σ ん08 α，　from 　1920

・to　1939，　However，　the　1939　census　was 　aspecial

census （Rinji　tesei　chasa）about　economic 　and 　consurner 　activit 十es　and 　was 　not 　a　popu −
lation　cenSUS ．
5Field 　research 　was 　conducted 　in！he 侮 llowing　locations跏 d　da匿es ；No曲 em 　Marianas
（Saipan ，　Tinian，　Rota 　and 　Guam ），　December 　1999

；
Hono 且ulu ，　Hawa 亘，　March 　2000；

Minamidaito 　Island，　October　2000；Okinawa，　February　and 　M 置rch 　2001．Archival　re−
search 　in　Japan　was 　conducted 　in　Okinawa，　Tokyo 　andKyo ヒo 行omAugust 　1998　to　March

ZOOI ．Fie］d 　research 　in　the　Northern 　Marlanas 　inc且ud 巳d　si亡e　visits，　documentation　of
buiit　struotures 　from　th ¢ Japanese 　era ，　and 　archival 　research、
6The 　is且anderpopu ］tttion　ofSaipan 　was 　a 且ways 　concentrated 　in　the　town 　ofGarapsn

except 　for　a　srnall 　settlerment 　in　the 　north ．　The　last　total　populati。n　figure　fer　Garapan
was 且2，82フin　the　Census　of 　1935．　The　entire 　island　population　kept　growing　in　the
seceni 　half　ofthe 至930s，　from 　23，859 　in　1935 　to　27，525 　in 且939 （Nan

’
yo　Cho 　1941）．

Based 　on 　the　tota］　grewth，　the　estimated 　population　of 　the 　town 　was 　e＞er　15，000　by　the

r

end 　Dfthe 且930s，
7　Okinawa 　formally　becaine．　a 　part　of 　Japan　in　L　879　and 　possessed　a　distinctive　cu 且ture

oflts 　own 、　The　language’is　a　dialectefJapanese　but　cemmunication 　between 　Okinawans

and 　mainland 　Japanese　was 　difficu且t，　as 　pointed　o 皿 by 　many 　contemporary 　observers ．
Being 　a　distinctive　social 　group　who 　were 　the　poorest　and 　most 　culturally　diistinct　inthe
Japanese 　co ］omial　towns 　6f　Micronesi

’
a，　the　Okinawans　were 鰤   ally　re偽 r咽 lo　as

’
second 　ciass 　Japanese，　and 　o ｛ten　faced　dlscrimination　by 重he　mainlanders ．　However ，
former　Okinawan　resident

’
s　recall　that　life　was 　generally　good　and 　everyDne 　was 　content

（personal　communications ，　Okinawa，　Febnjary　and 　Marcll　200り．
8Calculation　based　ell　th巳 population　figure最）r　Tinian　Town　in　i935，　and 　tota］f（〕r　the
whoie 　isiand　in　l939（Nan

’
yo 　Cho 且94 且）．
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和文概 要

日本統 治 下 ミク ロ ネ シア （旧 南洋群 勘〉 で は 10 万 人近い 大量 の 日本

人が 移民 し糖業 を は じめ とす る 各種 産業 に従事 した。特 に 北マ リアナ

諸島 に は最 も 人 口 が集 中 し、地 域 の 中 心 的 都 市 が形 成 さ れ た が、第二

次世界大戦時 に破壊 され、さ らに 人 口 の 大半 を 占め た 日本 人が 強制送

還 とな っ たた め、戦 前の 都市 の様子 は 断片的 に し か 明 らか に され て い

な か っ た e こ の 論文 は、ガラ パ ン 、チ ャ ラ ンカ ノ ア （以上 サ イ パ ン島 ）

及 びテ ニ ア ン （テニ ア ン 島〉の 3つ の 日本植民都市 の都市構 造 を航空

写 真 及 び 聞 き 取 り を基 に地 図で 再現 し、そ の 特性 を分柝 し た もの で あ

る。これ らの 都市の 主要な 構成要素 は、以下 の 3 つ で あ る。第一
は官

舎街 ・社宅等 の 近代 を象徴 し た住宅 地 で 、各種の 近代的施 設を撤 え、
植 民地 国 家 と して の 先 進 性 を体 現 す る 「非 日常的世界」を 形成 して い

た。第二 は 日本人の 日常生活 を支え る商店街 で あ り、デパ ートか ら露

天商 ま で 無数 の 小 売店がひ し め き合 っ て い た。零 細 な 店 が多 く、当地

の 産業 同様 に 労働集 約型で あっ た。第三 の歓楽街 は、単な る社交や 娯

楽 の 場で は な く、ビジ ネ ス 上 の 重 要 な 意 思 決 定 が な され る 場 で あ り、
日本 人社会 に と っ て 必須の 構成要素で あっ た。そ の 他 の 漁民 街や 郊 外

部等 は、各島 の 条件 に よっ て 変化 し た。こ の 結果、上 層 か ら下 層 まで

の 幅 広 い社 会 階 層 の 日本人 が 住み 着 き、社会 ・経 済的階層 に よ る棲み

分 けが 行わ れ た。内地 出身の 日本人の 役人 ・会 社員が トッ プにあ り、
そ の 下 に多数 の 沖縄 出 身 者、少 数 の 島 民 が 位 置づ け られ て い た。
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