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Budget at standstill - States may be in trouble

By JESSICA CHAPMAN
The Kaselehlie Press

For the second year in a row, the
FSM Congress is scrambling to
make arrangements to budget for
the upcoming fiscal year.

At press time it was still not clear
when the country’s next install-
ment of Compact sector grants
would be issued. The fiscal year
ends Sept. 30.

At particular risk as a result of
funding delays are each of the
country’s four states, which are
more dependent on Compact
funds than the national govern-
ment.

The national government is able
to more easily sustain itself via
local revenues — garnered from,
for example, fishing licenses and

penalties as well as taxes. Govern-
ment officials say states can oper-
ate only a matter of weeks with-
out Compact funding.

Ata Sept. 13 joint committee hear-
ing senators expressed frustration
with the delays.

“Your explanation does not give
me comfort,” said Yap Sen. Isaac
Figir to representatives from the
Office of Compact Management
present at the hearing.

Pohnpei Sen. Dohsis Halbert
asked those present to consider the
damaging effects of shutting down
the government.

OCM Director Epel Ilon tried to
reassure senators. “Of course there
will be funding,” he said. How-
ever, he continued, “Whether it
will be by Oct. 1 we don’t know.”

The OCM is responsible for sub-
mitting a consolidated budget —
composed of each of the state’s
budgets as well as that of the na-
tional government — to the U.S.
Office of Insular Affairs for their
review and approval.

Budgeting requirements are differ-
ent under the Amended Compact
Ilon explained, and some states —
like Yap — did not properly format
their budgets. Chuuk and Pohnpei
submitted their budgets late.

Further, Ilon later said, this is the
first budget cycle under the man-
agement and oversight of the
OCM. He reported the office also
ran into some technical problems.

As aresult, the budget — originally
due July 1 — was not submitted
until Aug. 30 at the annual Joint

Economic Management Commit-
tee meeting in Honolulu.

Due to the improper formatting,
U.S. authorities requested the
OCM to resubmit the budget by
Sept. 19, just 11 days prior to the
end of the fiscal year.

Ilon said his office resubmitted the
budget Sept. 15.

The FSM will receive approxi-
mately $79 million in Compact
funds for fiscal year "07.
Congress is responsible for appro-
priation of Compact funds to the
national government. The national
government then makes allot-
ments to the states.

The fifth regular session of the 14"
FSM Congress remains underway
through Oct.1.

Chinese turn over leadership housing complex

Photo by Bill Jaynes
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Ambassador Yang Qiang and Foreign Affairs Secretary Sebastian
Anefal sign documents in what will be President Urusemal s living
room

By BILL JAYNES
The Kaselehlie Press

On September 13, in a ceremony
at the newly constructed
President’s official residence,
Ambassador Yang Qiang of the
Chinese Embassy to the FSM on
behalf of the People’s Rebublic of
China officially handed over the
new housing for the FSM National
Government Leadership. Foreign
Affairs Secretary Sebastian Anefal
accepted the residences on behalf
of the FSM National Government.

The provided residences are for
the sitting president of the FSM,
the Vice-President, The Speaker of
the Legislature, and the Chief Jus-
tice.

The four homes, each with multi-
vehicle garages and covered walk-

ways were constructed near the
National Government complex in
only six months. Jiangsu Con-
struction and Engineering Com-
pany was the contractor who built
the residential complex working
night and day to complete it.

Diplomatic relationships were es-
tablished between the FSM and
China on September 11, 1989.
Since that time, Ambassador Yang
said in his speech, the “bilateral
relations have made great
progress.” He highlighted person-
nel exchanges as an example of
one way in which the relations
have progressed, saying “This
year is a fruitful year in terms of
bilateral personnel exchanges.
Both the exchange of visits by
high-ranking officials and people-
to-people exchanges have reached

See “Residences” on page 5
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Micronesians in Hawaii can’t get free legal aid

By MARY VORSINO
Advertiser Urban Honolulu
Writer

Attorneys for the poor are decry-
ing a federal regulation that allows
Micronesians in their home coun-
tries to get federally funded legal
aid but does not extend similar
services to those living in Hawai’i.
“We’re on an all-out assault to get
rid of this law,” said Chuck
Greenfield, who became executive
director of the Legal Aid Society
of Hawai’i four months ago.

“In some public housing
projects, we can represent one ten-
ant, but this restriction prevents us
from representing his neighbor. It
is an intolerable situation.”

Legal Aid of Hawai’i officials
estimate they are turning away
hundreds of Micronesians each
year because otherwise, the pri-
vate, nonprofit group would face
losing federal money, which
makes up one-third of its operat-
ing budget.

Sekap Esah, president of
Micronesians United, said the lack
of the legal services makes
Micronesians a target for scams
and other abuses.

“In Micronesia, they get the
service free, and Americans, when
they come to Micronesia, they get
the service free. But when we
come here in the U.S., the service
is not free. We have to pay private
attorneys,” Esah said. “It’s very,
very hard.”

Esah, a pastor at Nu’uanu Bap-
tist Church, said he frequently
hears from fellow Micronesians
who need legal help with matters
primarily civil in nature, ranging
from disputes with landlords and
employers to divorces and child
support cases.

Limited English skills and a
fear of making waves in a new
place exacerbate the problem, he
said, and often Micronesians sim-
ply do whatever they are being
told — even if they are being
wronged.
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The federal regulation, insti-
tuted in 1997, is an interpretation
of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion with the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of
the Marshall Islands.

Because the compact specifies
services available to countries
rather than citizens, U.S.-subsi-
dized legal services offered to
Micronesians are available only
within the boundaries of the coun-
tries served, according to the U.S.
Legal Services Corp., the agency
that monitors federal funding for
legal services.

“We agree with Legal Aid of
Hawai’i that this is not a logical
situation, but we cannot change
it,” said Barbara Moldauer,
spokeswoman for the U.S. Legal
Services Corp. “It has to be done
by changing the law.”

AMISINTERPRETATION?
Greenfield disagreed, main-

taining that the compact is being
misinterpreted and a regulation

T change is possible. He points out
| that Micronesians are eligible for
| other federally funded social ser-

vices in the United States, which
are laid out in the compact.

But in the case of legal ser-
vices, the status of Micronesians
is similar to that of illegal immi-

| grants.

“What’s particularly outra-
geous about this restriction is that
Micronesians can freely join the
U.S. military, yet they cannot get
legal services from us,” Greenfield

| said.

Also, he said, the restriction
makes it nearly impossible for
cash-hungry nonprofits to help
Micronesians on U.S. soil because
it applies to federal funds along

| with private dollars spent by fed-
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nonprofits immune from the re-
striction are those financed en-
tirely with private funds.
Micronesians are scattered
across the United States, with the
largest pocket — about 22,000
people — in California, accord-
ing to the 2000 Census. In

Hawai’i, there are about 8,400
Micronesians, and about 44 per-
cent of them live in poverty, ac-
cording to Census data.

Other sources of legal aid are
hard-pressed to respond to the
need.

NOT MUCH HELP

Kokua Legal Services in
Kalihi, which gets no federal fund-
ing and has a lone, part-time staff
attorney, is one of few agencies
trying to fill the gap on O’ahu. For
Micronesians on the Neighbor Is-
lands, there are fewer places to
turn.

“We’re overwhelmed,” said

Joris Watland, board president of
Kokua Legal Services. “It’s a
population that is probably in
greatest need right now.”
The small legal aid nonprofit as-
sists as many Micronesians as it
can, but has limited funding and a
tiny staff.

“I know of Micronesian fami-
lies in Waimea and Honoka’a and
Kona (on the Big Island) and they
are totally unprotected,” Watland
said. “We are only on O’ahu, and
we basically focus on Kalihi.”
Ifthe federal regulation is changed
to allow federally funded legal
nonprofits to help Micronesians,
Greenfield expects to see a flood
of new clients.

But he doesn’t anticipate any
short-term increase in federal
funding because appropriations
are based on state poverty esti-
mates — not caseloads.

To deal with the new popula-
tion, “we’d have to look at re-shift-
ing staff and priorities,”
Greenfield said. “It’s not as if we
have staff who aren’t fully cased

2

up.
CHANGE ISN’T NEAR

As it is, Legal Aid is forced to
turn away one person for every
one person it helps.

But at the least, Greenfield added,
the potential for representation —

See “Legal Aid” on page 4
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Pohnpei Water Wars

By JESSICA CHAPMAN
The Kaselehlie Press

A casual glance around Kolonia reveals
the recent growth in the purified water
industry on Pohnpei.

Banners advertising Aqua Serv,
Pohnpei’s newest water merchant, have
sprung up on neighborhood storefronts.

The Drops of Life company’s animated
drop of water mascot competes for the
attention of passersby from other sites
around town.

Vans representing each of the island’s
three water businesses speed the island
roads, delivering dispensers and various
sizes of fresh, bottled water to custom-
ers.

Product and delivery prices dive lower
and lower — to the benefit of Pohnpei
consumers —while businesses compete
to expand product lines and availabil-

1ty.

Can three private water businesses sur-
vive on Pohnpei?

While government officials and citizens
alike cry for a more robust private sec-
tor, it is not clear whether an abundance
of similar products in such a small mar-
ket can assist with that goal.

Some point out failures that have re-
sulted from sudden proliferation of busi-
nesses —such as video stores — offering
the same products or services.

Pohnpei’s water business operators seem
to embrace the challenge. Despite the
financial constraints of increased com-
petition they remain optimistic—accom-
panied by varying degrees of caution —
and committed to providing safe, reli-
able sources of drinking water to the
community.

The companies differ little in the water
products they offer. All three start with
water from Pohnpei Utilities Corpora-
tion. DOL mixes the PUC water with
some rainwater.

Each goes on to filter and purify the
water via a process called reverse os-
mosis. DOL advertises an 18-stage pro-
cess to achieve its finished product.
Aqua Serv boasts an unabashedly com-
petitive 21.

Prices are also about the same—approxi-
mately .40t0 .50 cents fora 500ml bottle,
$1.25 or so for a gallon —depending on
the wholesale prices that constantly fluc-
tuate in what one operator refers to as
“racing to the bottom.”

Where they depart one another is in their
business strategy and outlook.

Photos by Jessica Chapman
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Pohnpei Water Company, which sells
its water under the name *“Sparkle Pure,”
was the first company to establish busi-
ness on Pohnpei, in 1991.

The company operated without local
competition for nearly 15 years. Drops
of Life arrived in early 2005, followed
less than 15 months later by Aqua Serv.

Dr. Singero Singeo, whose wife SeNellie
owns PWC, admits the change has been
a challenge. He says the company has
accommodated the demands of the mar-
ket — while keeping costs low — by, for
example, beginning to manufacture its
own bottles.

Drops of Life, which established itself
in Pohnpei in February 2005, remains
competitive by doing business in other
states. The company has businessin Yap
and intends to commence business in
Chuuk in the next month or so.

DOL Manager Rey Manlapaz said he
also hopes to eventually have eight lo-
cations in Pohnpei and six to eight de-
livery vehicles.

Aqua Serv opened its Pohnpei opera-
tions in late April of this year. The com-
pany already runs a successful opera-
tion in Chuuk, where it has been selling
water for about two years.

Gary Irons, advisor to Aqua Serv, said
the company is pursuing a diversity of
products to complement its water line,
including fruit juices and ice.

“There’s always room for expansion,”
he said.

All three businessmen are protective of
their business practices and hesitant to
commit details such as the number of
customers they have and profits.

Singeo points out that competition ap-
pears likely to get only more fierce in
the near future.

The Pohnpei Foreign Investment Board
approved in May a permit for yet an-
other water company. According to FIB
Executive Director Quirino Loyola,
Rainfarms FSM, Inc. — which will be
Australian-operated — will produce
bottled water primarily for export.

However, Loyola pointed out “Nothing
prevents them from selling here.”

A statistical bulletin issued in August
by the FSM Department of Economic
Affairs indicates the state’s private sec-
tor has provided less than $34 million
annually in goods and services from fis-
cal year *01 through fiscal year *05.

This represents about one third of the
state’s gross domestic product for each
of those five years.
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Legal Aid

continued from page 2

whether in the courtroom or with
legal advice — would be available
to Micronesians.

Greenfield, who worked in
Micronesia for nine years with
Legal Aid, is partnering with
Micronesians United and Kokua
Legal Services in an effort to

change the rule.

So far, the partnership has seen
little progress. Last month,
Greenfield spoke to the director
of the U.S. Legal Services Corp.,
who reaffirmed the current inter-
pretation. Currently, he is writing
to the U.S. Departments of State
and the Interior for help.

SENATE BILL MAY HELP

Meanwhile, a U.S. Senate bill
stalled since April would allow
federally funded legal services for
Micronesians in the United States.
Senate Bill 1830, which was co-
sponsored by Sen. Dan Akaka,
was passed through committee in
April and has since been awaiting
a vote. But Jon Yoshimura, an
Akaka spokesman, said all hope
is not yet lost.

“The problem with 1830 is this

is just one very small provision in
avery large bill,” Yoshimura said.
“But I don’t think we’re ready to
cash in our chips yet.”

The bill also amends other provi-
sions of the compact.

The U.S. Senate will go into re-
cess next month, but Yoshimura
said the measure could see some
action later this year. The bill was
introduced in late 2005.

- The more you save,
w the re you spend

COLCR

made sumple.

.
Ihe problem with a shorl term
solution is it’s short-term.

~

HARDI FLEX ®

James Hardie" 0.po - Cement Board

¥ The Superior Plywood Substitute

HARDIFLEX is a durable and high strength fiber ce-
ment board. It can withstand extreme weather condi-
tions which makes it ideal for exterior and interior appli-
cations, fire-resistant, warp proof, water proof, termite
& vermin proof, HARDIFLEX sheets offer a smooth pan-
eled look that can be used for walls and eaves or soft
linings, in just about any application. It is suitable for
extensions, second story additions, gable ends, veran-
dahs and carport soffits. HARDIFLEX gives you lasting
beauty & durability. Call 320-5726 for more information.

quallty and True Value
stands behind every
product that we sell.
How about you? What
are your true colors?

<z Y Yalipar




The Kaselehlie Press,
Wednesday, September 27 - October 10, 2006

NEwWs

Greenpeace, FSM National Police Patrol the FSM

By JESSICA CHAPMAN
The Kaselehlie Press

A vessel of the international envi-
ronmental organization
Greenpeace arrived in Pohnpei
Wednesday Sept. 20 for a brief
stay as part of a 15-month “De-
fending Our Oceans” campaign.

Through an innovative arrange-
ment between the organization
and the FSM national government,
two FSM National Police officers
accompanied the vessel from Ma-
nila to Pohnpei through FSM wa-
ters.

Such an arrangement allows for
expanded marine law enforcement
capabilities. It is well-known that
the FSM struggles to fuel its three
patrol boats and maintain a vigi-
lant presence in the country’s wa-
ters.

“By combining our resources and
expertise we were able to carry out
enforcement activities we could
not have accomplished on our
own,” said FSM Secretary of Jus-
tice Marstella Jack in a press re-
lease.

Maritime Wing Unit Cmdr. Rob-
ert Maluweirang and Port Inspec-
tor Nicholas Raifmai boarded five
vessels during the approximately
two week tour, four of which were
operating with possibly faulty ves-
sel monitoring systems.

Vessels are required to have a

VMS in order to consistently no-
tify authorities of their changing
positions at sea.

Greenpeace is urging the Western
and Central Pacific Fisheries
Commission — responsible for
monitoring fishing on the high
seas — to adopt more rigorous
VMS regulations.

“Vessel monitoring systems are
the backbone of enforcement
work,” said Greenpeace Oceans
Campaigner Lagi Toribau at a
press conference Sept. 21. “Cur-
rent vessel monitoring systems are
easy to play with,” he said.

The WCPFC is headquartered in
Pohnpei.

The broader mission of the “De-
fending Our Oceans” expedition
is to raise awareness about over-
fishing —particularly of threatened
bigeye and yellowfin species —and
illegal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing practices.

Enforcement officials from
Kiribati were expected to board
the Esperanza in Pohnpei and ac-
company the vessel to Honolulu.

The vessel expected to depart
Pohnpei Sunday Sept. 24 or Mon-
day Sept. 25.

Toribau reported Pacific nations
currently reap only five percent of
the SUS2 billion in fish harvested
annually from the vast ocean.

Residences

continued from page 1

an unprecedented high level....
The people-to-people exchanges
atall levels between China and the
FSM have constantly expanded
the mutual understanding and
friendship between our two
peoples and vigorously enhanced
China-FSM relations.”

Last April Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao made a commitment to the
island nations of $380 million
USD over three years in preferen-
tial loans for development of the
Pacific Island region.

Secretary Anefal, in accepting the
buildings said, “The
buildings...stand out as a a con-
crete testament to the strong com-
mitments we made with each
other...Itis therefore fitting on this

occasion, Ambassador Yang, that
I happily reiterate our strong con-
tinued commitment and support to
the principles that underpin FSM-
China relations, including the one-
China policy.

Ahigh National Police official has
concerns about security for the
leaders all living in close proxim-
ity. Notall see it that way. Father
Frances Hezel in his blessing
prayed that the close proximity of
the buildings and their occupants
would spark a sense of unity
amongst the FSM Government’s
top leaders.

Government witnesses to the
handover included President Jo-
seph J. Urusemal, Vice President
Redley Killion, Chief Justice
Andon Amaraich, and members of
the FSM Economic Planning and
Implementation Council (EPIC)
who were meeting in Palikir.
Speaker Peter Christian was ab-
sent from the proceedings.

Photo provided by Greenpeace

Greenpeace and FSM National Police in action in the FSM's EEZ-
one way that Greenpeace does its work.

Photo by Jessica Chapman
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“Hawaii Goes Fishing” in Pohnpei

By ALLOIS MALFITANI &
BILL JAYNES

On the 7" of September the crew and host of “Ha-
waii Goes Fishing” stepped from the Continental
Micronesia jet to film a one hour segment of televi-
sion programming about Pohnpei and particularly
sport fishing in Pohnpei, a task they figured it would
take one week to accomplish. It took two years of
discussions between Allois Malfitani and producer
Ben Wong to get the details together for the trip to
Pohnpei but it seems to have been well worth the
effort. The crew and host fisherman, Keith Nishioka
gathered more than enough information to put to-
gether an excellent show which will air in October.
Two days before the trip was over the crew put away their production gear and
put on their fishing gear just for fun. The crew said that Pohnpei was “a top
sport fishing destination.”

“Hawaii Goes Fishing” is a one-hour program airing on Time Warner’s cable
channel OC 16. The show reaches 93,000 viewers weekly though there are
negotiations under way for syndication which will take the show to over ten
times that number in the near future. Future viewers could also be exposed to
Pohnpei fishing if the show airs in syndication.

According to the producer, “Hawaii Goes Fishing” is a family show that re-
lates multi-generational stories of the ocean lifestyle enjoyed all over the world
but particularly in the Pacific. Episodes featuring trips beyond the shores of
Hawaii’s islands often have the strongest appeal.

The crew took ground and water tours of Nan Madol, Nahlap, Kepirohi Falls,
Ant, Nahlap, and other scenic sites of Pohnpei. Additionally, Tropic Helicop-

ters, now in Pohnpei provided a circle island trip of
Pohnpei for the cameraman, co-producer Ben Sensui
which provided spectacular aerial views of the island
some of which will be included in the show’s footage.

Local fishermen and champion Alex Tretnoff joined
the cast and crew while here. They were also joined
by John David Jr, Cosdan and Junior Amor, Xner
Luther and the crew from the Pohnpei Surf Club.

Ben Wong said, “Outdoor activities such as fishing
and sightseeing have an avid following. Many fisher-
men are willing to travel to exotic and unique destina-
tions fora greatadventure. Ifthey are made aware that
the destination includes activities for the entire family, that dream vacation
becomes a closer reality.”

According to the crew of HGF speaking of their experiences in Alaska, one
prized game fish of 10 pounds is often worth over $100.00 because of the
money spent on boat rentals, accommodations, food, and shopping.

Allois Malfitani says that the show will be available on DVD sometime after
November 1. He can be contacted at the Pohnpei Surf Club at 320-7845.

“Hawaii Goes Fishing” would like to thank the following businesses and indi-
viduals for their support: AntAttol, Cliff Rainbow Hotel, Continental Airlines,
Master Halbert, Nahlap Island Resort, Pohnpei Fishing Club, Pohnpei Visi-
tors Bureau, Pwohmaria Beach Resort, The Rusty Anchor, Tropic Helicop-
ters, The Village Hotel, all the fisherman, and the crew of the Pohnpei Surf
Club.

Australian Team of Experts visits the FSM
to Support Efforts in Addressing HIV/AIDS

Australian Embassy, Pohnpei

Since the late 1980s the presence of HIV/
AIDS worldwide and its effects on com-
munities has become more visible. Glo-
bally the HIV/AIDS pandemic is having
enormous health, social and economic con-
sequences.

Although the prevalence of HIV/AIDS is
comparatively low in the FSM, the risk of
infection is high. With the high rates of
sexually transmitted infections and teenage
pregnancies, as well as a young and mo-
bile population and gender issues that ex-
acerbate risk and vulnerability in the re-
gion, this strongly suggests that there is po-
tential for sexual transmission of HIV in
the FSM.

Pictured L-R: Judy Gold, PRHP Technical Advisor;
Johnny Hebel FSM HIV/AIDS program coordinator,
H.E. Corinne Tomkinson, Australian Ambassador, and
Dr. Gary Rogers, Deputy Section Head of Treatment,
Care and Counselling Cluster Coordinator (SPC)

officials to initiate the drafting of an
HIV/AIDS National Strategic Plan.

Judy Gold will remain in the FSM
until December 2006 to provide con-
tinued support in drafting the HIV/
AIDS National Strategic Plan, in-
cluding conducting a situation & re-
sponse analysis, and assisting with
the initiation of surveillance surveys.
According to Ms. Gold, “There are
a lot of activities happening in the
FSM regarding prevention of HIV
and other sexually transmitted infec-
tions. However, without a strategic
plan, how do we know what we are
aiming for? And how do we know if
we are achieving those aims if there
is no mechanism to monitor them?”

AusAID’s Pacific Regional HIV/AIDS

Project (PRHP), a AUDS$12 Million project that assists 14 Pacific is-
land countries and covers a 6-year period, aims to strengthen the ca-
pacity of governments, non-governmental organisations and commu-
nities to respond to HIV/AIDS. PRHP is co-funded by NZAID and the
Government of France.

Dr. Tamara Kwarteng, PRHP Team leader, Dr. Gary Rogers, Deputy
Section Head of Treatment, Care and Counselling Cluster Coordinator
(SPC), and Judy Gold, PRHP Technical Advisor to the FSM HIV Pro-
gram, visited the FSM in August to meet with government and healthcare

Community projects that have been
implemented through AusAID funding include a partnership between
the Chuuk Women’s Council and Chuuk State Health Services in the
development of a Peer Education Training Manual and training for 35
young people in that state, Behaviour Change Communication training
developed and implemented with the assistance of the Secretariat of
the Pacific Community, and the Red Cross HIV/AIDS program which
also involves peer education training.

For more information on AusAID’s Pacific Regional HIV/AIDS Project,
contact the Australian Embassy at 691-320-5448.
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NEW PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS
ARRIVE IN MICRONESIA

GUEST ROOM FEATURES
Air Conditioned * Private bath room with hot
shower * Cable & Color TV * Refrigerator

Telephone * Electric Pot * Mini Bar
HIGH SPEED INTERNET ACCESS

Occupancy up to 3 people

Extra guests can be provided an extra bed for an additional charge

GUEST SERVICES

ROOM SERVICE * LAUNDRY SERVICE
CAR RENTAL* FAX SERVICE
SAFETY DEPOSIT * LOBBY SHOP
ORGANIZED TOUR SERVICE
HOTEL RESTAURANT

(United States Embassy,
Kolonia)— The 73rd band of
FSM Peace Corps Volunteers, 26-
strong, flew into Pohnpei on Sep-
tember 10" and they are now re-
ceiving in-country training at the
former PATS-Campus in
Madolenihmw, Pohnpei. On Sep-
tember 30™ they will disperse to
their assigned islands, and after an
additional 6 weeks of training,
they will commence a two-year
posting in “the toughest job they’ll
ever love.”

In a new development, Peace
Corps Volunteers will be going
back into the FSM’s public school
system for the first time in over
twelve years. This is in response
to requests from many local com-
munities and FSM officials for
support in improving students’
English language skills. All vol-
unteers also serve as a front-line
community resource in assisting
with local health and environmen-
tal initiatives, as well as other
needed projects identified by their
host communities.

As the Fortieth Anniversary of
Peace Corps Micronesia ap-
proaches, FSM Country Director
David Reside shared the follow-
ing sentiments. “We warmly wel-
come the latest group of our vol-
unteers and know they will build
on the strong traditions laid by
their predecessors. Peace Corps
Micronesia is excited to see our
volunteers serving once again in

Micronesia’s schools. We feel this
is an effective way to provide a
valuable local resource to the com-
munities in which they are placed.”

Six of the 26 new volunteers will
be assigned to Palau. Four will go
to Yap Proper and another two will
go to Yap’s Outer Islands of
Faderai and Fanif. Four will be sta-
tioned in Kosrae. Three more will
stand by in Pohnpei for later as-
signment to the Mortlucks and
seven will remain here in Pohnpei.
Eighty-eight percent (23) of the
new arrivals will be serving in pub-
lic schools throughout the FSM.
The remaining three will work
with state agencies in the fields of
early childhood education, sub-
stance abuse prevention and the
environment.

FOR SALE
1997 Toyota Starlet
Automatic
About 57K miles
Great gas mileage
Great condition
Only on island 6 months
Call 320-1401
$2,400 or best offer
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Osaka Gakuin University Group Observes
JICA/JOCYV Activities Within FSM

With the interest to deepen stu-
dents’ understanding of
Micronesian culture, history, poli-
tics, economy, etc... as well as
JICA/JOCV (Japan International
Cooperation Agency/Japan Over-
seas Cooperation Volunteers) ac-
tivities within the FSM, 2 gradu-
ate students and 7 undergraduate
students under the supervision of
Dr. Izumi Kobayashi and Profes-
sor Susumu Sako from the Osaka
Gakuin University’s International
Studies Program, visited Pohnpei
on September 18-25, 2006.

This group visited several govern-
ment offices and institutions as
well as four recipient agencies of
Japanese Volunteers. They visited
JOCV Ms. Makiko Iijima at
Pohnpei Visitors Bureau where
they obtained some information
regarding Micronesia. They then
visited JOCV Ms. Tamaki Noda
and Senior Volunteer (SV) Ms.
Kazuko Nomachi at Pohnpei State

Health Services where they were
introduced to Director Wensiner
David and were given a tour
around the hospital facility. They
visited JOCV Ms. Akiko Moribe
at FSM National Police, thereaf-
ter, and had the opportunity to
observe and participate in an
Aikido demonstration. The group
also met with JOCV Ms. Mami
Miura and Mr. Yohei Takano at
PICS High School where they
were introduced to Principal
Solpisio Salvador and students
studying Japanese Language.

PICS students practicing their
Japanese language skills with
Osaka Gakuin University group.
Faculties of International Studies
at Osaka Gakuin University de-
sign programs that permit students
to have effective exchange with
Micronesians and gain knowledge
and firsthand experience of the
culture. This is the 4th group to
visit Pohnpei. The 1st group vis-
ited in 1995.

PICS students practicing their Japanese language skills with
Osaka Gakuin University group.
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Do It Best

tepairs, remodeling and construction
material needs Al
28

Lumber * Plywood * Doors * Windows * FloorTile * Paint
Plumbing * Electrical * Lawn & Garden * Tools

Appliances * much more!

Get 15% off on everything in the store, now until Christmas

Your DISCOUNT buil
Simply the BEST!

Telephone: (691) 320 - 7493
Fax: (691) 320 - 7966

ing supply store
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PaciFic WorLp NEws

Tongan King disposes off all
commercial interests —
Lord Chamberlain

AP/PACNEWS

15 SEPTEMBER 2006 NUKU’ALOFA
(Pacnews) — In an unprecedented
move, Tonga’s Lord Chamberlain
announced this afternoon that
King Siaosi Tupou V would dis-
pose off all his commercial inter-
ests in Tonga.

Hon Fielakepa in a briefly
worded statement said, “This is in
conformity with the obligation and
demands of his high office.

“Arrangements for the divest-
ment of his holdings in the Shore-
line Power Companies are near
completion.”

Hon Fielakepa said sale of the
rest of the new King’s interests
will follow as soon as suitable
shareholding arrangements can be
made.

PACNEWS understands that
Caribbean based mobile phone
company, Digicel Pacific, has ex-
pressed its interest to buy out
Tonfon, the King’s telecommuni-
cation company.

The 58 year old king also owns
a television company, an airline,

abrewery and has fishing interests.
His company Shoreline has held
a monopoly on Tonga’s power
generation and distribution for
eight years and is accused of
charging high prices for electric-
ity.

At a protest march against the
monopoly in Tonga last year, de-
mocracy advocates said the crown
prince and his Shoreline partner
received salaries of more than
NZD$520,000 (US$343,000) a
year.

This week pro-democracy law-
maker ‘Akilisi Pohiva says Tupou
V must surrender his involvement
in business to focus on being king
of Tonga or face a huge conflict
of interest.

“Everyone expects His Majesty
Tupou V to come out with some
sort of new government structure
which is accountable and transpar-
ent,” Pohiva told The Associated
Press.

“Ifthe new king will not do that
Tonga will continue to have a
rough ride toward change in the
future,” he said.

Fiji and PNG send senior
officials to mediate between
Solomon Islands and Australia

PACNEWS

22SEPTEMBER 2006 SUVA (Pacnews)
-Two senior regional civil servants
from Melanesia have been sent on
a special mission to try and medi-
ate between Solomon Islands and
Australia over the forced removal
of Australian diplomat, Patrick
Cole from Honiara.

Their mission is being put to-
gether quickly ahead of next
month’s annual summit of Pacific
Leaders Forum in Fiji,

“Waiting until the Forum Lead-
ers Meeting in late October will
be an inadequate response and
secondly it may have a negative
impact on the agenda of the Lead-
ers Meeting,” said Isikeli
Mataitoga, one of the two senior
officials sent to Solomon Islands.
Mr Mataitoga, the chief executive
officer in Fiji’s foreign office will
be accompanied by his Papua New
Guinea counterpart, Gabriel
Pepson.

“This special mission has been

launched to try to find a relative
solution to the satisfaction of the
two disputing parties.

“I am going because I have
asked by my Prime Minister to be
the representative from the Fiji
Government.

The mission is to be undertaken
in the next few days, said Mr
Mataitoga and a report submitted
to our two leaders soon thereaf-
ter.

Discord between two brotherly
countries affect us all and the lead-
ers of Fiji and PNG have decided
to send this special mission to
show our collective concern and
our desire to be part of the solu-
tion to the difficulties the countries
concerned are facing, said Mr
Mataitoga.

The mission is a response from
the Melanesian Spearhead Group
(MSG), of which Solomon Islands
is a member.

“We will try and find out the
factual situation of the problem

Tongan King laid to rest,
FSM expresses condolences

FSM Information Services
Palikir, FSM

Palikir, POHNPEI (FSMIS) —
President Joseph J. Urusemal has
expressed condolences to the
people and government of the
Kingdom of Tonga who laid to rest
on Tuesday - September 19 2006,
one of the world’s longest serving
monarchs, King Taufa’ahau
Tupou IV.

King Taufau’ahau Tupou IV
died in Auckland on September
10, after a long battle with ill
health, he was 88.

The body of the late King re-
turned to Tonga at the waterfront
Palace and laid in State for six-
days until the State Funeral on
September 19. The body is in-
terred at the Mala’ekula, the Royal
Tombs in central Nuku’alofa.

A revered South Pacific Mon-
arch, King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV,
reign over the Kingdom of Tonga
for over 40 years.

He is succeeded by his eldest
son, Crown Prince Tupou’toa who
has assumed the title, King Siaosi
Tupou V.

From the Federated States of
Micronesia, President Urusemal
conveyed his heartfelt condo-
lences to the Tongan Prime Min-
ister Dr. Feleti Sevele and to “the
people and government of the
Kingdom of Tonga and, most es-
pecially t the royal family for the
untimely passing of His Majesty
King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV.

His late Majesty King Taufa
ahau Tupou IV was a pioneering
personality who influenced and
contributed to the dynamic and
progressive transformation of our
Pacific region. His late Majesty’s
role in transforming the Kingdom
of Tonga form a village-based
economy to a regional and inter-
national trade economy is much
admired...

The President noted that the
King’s death was felt throughout
the region, among islands nations
which have come to respect and
admire the King for his “genuine
love and affection for his
people...”

The President concluded that
“with this I join the people and
government of the Federated
States of Micronesia in convening
that we do share this great loss and
will remember you and your
people during these hard times of
national mourning.”

Tonga would officially be in
mourning until mid-October,
while the royal family will observe
a six-month mourning period.
The late King Taufau’ahau Tupou
IV is survived by his wife, two
sons and a daughter.

Along with the people of
Tonga, the State Funeral will be
attended by the dignitaries and
representatives from throughout
the Pacific region, Asia and the
United Kingdom. The FSM will
be represented by HE Ambassa-
dor Kodaro Gallen.

and the rationale behind actions al-
ready committed.

After that, we will try and build
a bridge between the contending
parties taking into consideration
the particular circumstances in the
Solomon Islands, the international
standards, including regional in-
struments that may be relevant to
be considered.

Mr Mataitoga said they would
also encourage further dialogue
directly between Solomon Islands
and Australia.

The unresolved diplomatic row
between Australia and Solomon
Islands resulted from this week’s
expulsion of Mr Cole who was
blamed for political interference.
Australia retaliated and revoked
all multiple visas for Solomon Is-
lands members of parliament.
This forced Prime Minister
Sogavare to travel through Fiji en
route to the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New York.

Did You Know???

That...In the 1980 26 mile
Boston Marathon, Rosie Ruiz
tried to cheat by running only
the last mile. Shortly after
crossing the finish line, a pack off
cigarettes fell out of her sock

That...A woman named Kola
Boof claims she was Osama Bin|
Laden's mistress, and he was
obsessed with singer Whitney
Houston

That...an Oregon woman was
arrested for shooting her
husband after he shot her pet
chicken. The chicken died, he

was wounded in the arm.

That...ExxonMobil oil companyf
made $10.36 billion in the
second three months of the
year. That's $114 million per
day, $79,000 per minute,
$1300 per second
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Liberation Day celebrations in Hilo, Hawaii

While people in Pohnpei were pre-
paring for the Liberation Day cel-
ebrations (September 11™),
Pohnpeiens (young and old) resid-
ing in the State of Hawaii, mainly
on the big island and Maui met in
Hilo for their own celebrations.
The main highlight of this year’s
celebration was a softball tourna-
ment comprising of seven teams
representing the big island and
Maui. Maui brought in four teams
while the remaining three teams
were formed on big island (Hilo
and Kona). According to Mr.
Bensis Henry, coach-player for the
UH student team, this is the first
time that something like this has
happened on the big island mainly
due to the growing number of job
seekers and students coming to
Hilo over the years.

Celebrations began on Friday,
September 8" with a short cer-
emony commemorating the holi-
day. Shortly after the opening cer-

emony, the teams immediately
batted each other in a very intense
single-round robin tournament
with a double elimination show-
down that lasted for approxi-
mately 30 hours from Friday
morning till Sunday night. More
than a dozen families, friends, and
students came out to root for their
favorite teams. After all that was
said and done, one team came out
on top, the student team from UH,
Hilo led by Mr. Bensis Henry from
Madolenihmw. The student team
went undefeated during most of
the competition but lost only one
game against the hard-hitting Hilo
all-men team during the double
elimination playoffs. They
stopped the all-men team during
the 7" inning with a one-run lead.
Everyone departed after the cham-
pionship game with the promise
to return for more competition
next year. Thanks to the organiz-
ers for a job well done.

OCEAN VIEW EAST

Spacious Three Room Office Complex
Large office spaces with sliding glass door
access to spacious deck
Reserved parking
Large bathroom with shower
Available immediately

IP Enterprises

Single Bedroom and Studio Apartments Available
Comfortable living at a comfortable price
IP Enterprises has one Single Bedroom
and Several Studio apartments available

For information on any of the
above offerings call:
Ann Panuelo at 320-3740

11




12

The Kaselehlie Press,
Wednesday, September 27 - October 10, 2006

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Our Future

Dear Editor:

A strong advocate of the freedom
of speech, I once again implore for
your time to share my views on
our future. I must, first, uncurl a
matter before I proceed. To my
friends whom I have known for so
long: I have no interest in poli-
tics, so those of you who have
been eager to rush to conclusions
whether in the past or now may
rest your hullabaloo. Forgive
such statement for truth is the
proper antagonist to error.

The crude effort of a well-mean-
ing society in advancing its
economy can very well rest with
the steady step of amelioration of
its respective government. We,
too, must contrive on how to
achieve a better government.
Transparency and accountability
must be prioritized and imple-
mented ardently in order to insti-
gate this new concept. It’s not
surprising that it requires honest
leaders to achieve healthier gov-
ernment in order to gain a good
economy. [ personally think that
if we do not alter the course of our
nation, the bulk of our society will
be reduced to mere automatons of
misery and such inroad will be a
reproach on our sedentary way of
life, if you believe what’s been
described of us. Gone are the days

of remaining idle, while those we
put our trust in abuse our govern-
ment for their own personal gains.
Under pretense of governing, they
have divided our nation resulting
in finger pointing on whom to
blame. Our identity as
Micronesians, which has coa-
lesced us in the past has ebbed
with yesterday’s flood leaving in
its aftermath a sense of profound
confusion. An incident so vivid
in my mind worth sharing hap-
pened in college when one of the
professors asked me, “ where are
you from?” without thinking I
said, “ I'm from Pohnpei.” Try
asking an American the same
question and you will not be sur-
prised of the response.

The uniform tenor of a man’s life
is to live happily and cherish what
is most important to him, family.
Any intrusion will be deemed un-
acceptable and shall never prevail
if the man has something to say
about it. We have witnessed the
growth and decline of our govern-
ment and we know who is to praise
and who is to blame. It is our god
given right to make amends for the
past and change the course of the
future. The effusion of the citi-
zenry points to reform, to reclaim
integrity in the government and to

see “Future” on next page

Reply on Condoms

and More

Dear Editor,

In reply to all my dear friends who
are concerned about my verifiable
views about the frenzied prolifera-
tion of condoms in societies
around the world, I would like to
explain my concerns. Firstly, it is
funny that the U.N. and all its
down-line organizations, along
with Gay and Lesbian groups
agree that condoms hold the key
to the World’s Sexual problems.'
2 The U.N.was asking donor
countries for 9.9 Billion condoms
to control AIDS in affected areas,
particularly in Africa.> Perhaps
they believe that if every man,
woman, and child has pockets full
of condoms, then, this will con-
trol the spread of AIDS. I hope
that they also explain the chronic
failure rate of condoms. Many
studies have been done on this
subject and figures range widely

due to many variable factors (slip-
ping, breaking, leaking and incor-
rect use). In the best educated
control groups, results of condoms
failure are between 2-4%.* Other
more common results are around
14% failure or higher. °

At the Marie Stopes Center in
Leeds, England, where 4666 un-
born children were aborted, after
proper counseling, 46% of the
women blamed condom failure for
their unwanted pregnancies. © The
US Department of Health stated
that condoms only offer 85% pro-
tection against HIV and 50% pro-
tection for men against Gonor-
rhea.’

Can a person be labeled irrespon-
sible for demonstrating that
condoms are unreliable and other
options should be considered? We
seem to be still suffering from the
Freudian brainwash that unre-
strained sexual activity is our best
option in life. Our values-defi-

see “Reply” on page 14

KP-Perspective
Enough Condoms Already!

I have, out of an almost coerced
sense of fairness, published in this
issue, yet another rebuttal on the
issue of whether or not condoms
work. I happen to be the manag-
ing editor of the Kaselehlie Press
but opinions are like noses, every-
one has one and they all smell to
varying degrees. This is mine not
necessarily the paper’s.

Do you know the term “mutually
exclusive”? It comes from Math-
ematics and has to do with set
theory. Intersecting, or finding the
common elements from two or
more sets results in a subset of
common elements. In Math, the
sets consist of numbers but in this
case we're talking about sets of
ideas. Mutual exclusivity is when
the resulting subset of intersection
is “null”, meaning that there are
no common elements amongst the
sets. The arguments presented in
this and the last two issues really
are not mutually exclusive; argu-
mentative, and very, very differ-
ent, yes, but not mutually exclu-
sive.

We all know that human sexuality
is extremely complex because
each and every reader of this ar-
ticle is a human being with sexual
drives ranging from those with al-
most no desire to people who think
about not much else. In many
cases the sex drive is not even
sexually related. I’'m not going to
talk about where that drive came
from in the first place because it
just doesn’t matter. It’s there and
it’s not going away.

It seems to me that the arguments
that have been presented in this
paper vary in terms of how suc-
cessful each camp feels they can

be in training out behaviors that
result from the sex drive of hu-
mans. Both camps feel that they
need to do training on abstinence
or faithful monogamy which is one
of the common elements. Both
camps seem to be concerned about
the extent to which condoms help
or hinder the training. From what
I read, one camp feels that giving
out condoms is like saying, “You
can’t be abstinent or faithfully
monogamous. Go ahead. Acton
your impulses.” That camp goes
so far as to say that educators are
“...telling our kids to lose their
virginity and indulge in any kind
of filth that they can imagine.”
The other camp says that people
will act on their impulses no mat-
ter how they’re trained and that
they should be protected if they
do.

The rhetoric flies: “We seem to
be still suffering from the Freud-
ian brainwash that unrestrained
sexual activity is our best option
inlife.” Interesting. Freud wrote,
“But it must be said, to believe that
psychoanalysis seeks to cure neu-
rotic disorders by giving free reign
to sexuality is a serious misunder-
standing that can only be excused
by ignorance.” Iwonder who it is
that is “just” telling our kids to
wear condoms. [’'m certainly not
seeing evidence of that on Pohnpei
and I challenge anyone to find one
program here that does not teach
abstinence and faithful monogamy
as the best way to prevent HIV/
AIDS. You can’t get HIV/AIDS
or STI’s from a practice you don’t
participate in. That’s a no-brainer,
but what about when a person does
give in and participates in any one

See “Enough” on Page 14

' Letters to the Editor are not researched in the l

same manner as articles. They are simply opin-
ions and views of our readers. However, the
policy of the paper is that we have your name,
address and phone number in order to have it in
print. The Editor has the right to edit Letters to
the Editor. We still appreciate all tips and letters
sent butjust can’t print them without a name.

! Thank You. The Editor '
SEND US TIPS

phone 320-6547,
fax 320-6571 or kpress@mail.fm
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More Guidelines from the Center of the Universe

This set of guidelines was inspired
by a recent trip down the cause-
way from the airport. I couldn’t
believe my eyes. I don’t know
why I didn’t think of it. There,
floating on the west side of the
causeway was a trail of at least a
thousand floatable containers of
all types. If it could store air it
was floating right there in the la-
goon. It’s too bad that one of those
great purse seiners at the dock
couldn’t scoop up the debris so
that I could see if the master had
left his or her initials on each can,
each bottle, and each ramen con-
tainer. Great job and I bow to you,
whoever made that happen. You
are truly the center of the universe!

As a result of that experience I
have developed a few more ideas
in our quest to be at the center of
the universe.

The first one will seem like a
guideline for driving. It just in-
volves driving. You’ve finished a
pack of smokes, every one of
which you’ve smoked and thrown
out the car window in a flurry of
roadside sparks. Good for you!
That’s step one. You could take
that empty pack of smokes and
fling it out the window as soon as

you pull your
last one out and
you’ll get
points but not
as many as you
would if you
waited. When
another vehicle
1S in view,
chunk that pack
out your win-
dow. Much
better! You get
extra points if
the pack
bounces off the windshield of the
vehicle behind you. Quadruple
those points if the pack sticks
when it hits.

Disposable diapers are another
great tool for establishing yourself
at the center of the universe. Af-
ter all, why should you have to live
with them when you can share the
wealth? Baby’s got a nasty nappy?
If you throw that nasty thing into
a closed container and then dis-
pose of it at the dump you lose
points immediately. Throw that
foul thing into the street, or even
better, a waterway like a river or
an ocean. Dogs help the process
along since they love nasty
nappies. They will go so far as to

swim for them
and will
spread your
status as the
center of the
universe over
a much bigger
area than you
can do your-
self!

I once had a
landlord that
taught me a
great deal on
my quest to be the center of the
universe. He operated with such
smooth style! We asked him if
he’d get rid of the trash on the side
of the house he had rented to us.
Oh, it was beautiful! There were
old stoves, bits of waterbed, tools,
clothes—the whole thing. We
thought that he’d drive up in his
pickup truck and haul it all to the
dump. We knew immediately that
he was the center of the universe
when he picked up the first box of
crud and threw it into the ocean
next to which we lived! When I
asked him about it he said, “This
is how we build land in Pohnpei!”
Cool! I wish I’d’ve known. 1
could’ve had more land than any-
one on the island—rented of

course.

Oh, that house reminds me, the
neighbors that moved in next door
didn’t have a bathroom but that
didn’t bother them at all. They
used what would to most people
be an inconvenience to take an-
other step toward the center of the
universe. They simply used a five
gallon bucket all night and in the
morning they would dump it off
their back porch into the ocean.
We first knew that they were the
center of the universe when the
tide went out leaving their used
tissue on our back porch in a wad.
They knew how to take a bad situ-
ation and make it better.

I could talk about cans, and chew-
ing gum, and little old ladies at
public swimming places who give
their grandkids plastic bottles
which they finish and then chunk
into the ocean. I could talk about
broken bottles, and broken down
cars with trees growing out their
windows but it’s time to let you
get creative. All of these things
can be used to good effect to es-
tablish yourself at the center of the
universe. Let’s get crackin’!

Bill Jaynes
Center of the Universe

Future

continued from previous page

do away with the past errors be-
fore they become inveterate, as
evidenced by the acts of the few
odious leaders, whom our trust
they so deliberately abused. There
is no worse example than the
Pitcher vs. Catcher scenario.

Now, one may ask, what does an
honest leader have to do with the
economy? Some of those sustain-
able economies around the world
have corrupt leaders. Well, I, too,
share the similar view. However,
I would argue contrarily because
it is not our own money they are
abusing. The money comes from
the sweats of Mary and Joe in
America who find it in their kind
hearts that they do care about our
children. And they have entrusted
with our leaders the obligation to
care for the money to improve our
livelihood. If the distribution,
Mary and Joe’s money, is done
improperly, who does it affect?
Mary and Joe, yeah a little but, the
intended recipients shoulder the
worst. The money that has been

abused can very well be spent on
creating a business friendly cli-
mate, which we truly lack. What
I am implying certainly does not
mean that the Government should
invest the money in businesses
because it has been proven time
and time again that such invest-
ment always fail, not only here,
but, all over the world. To create
a business friendly environment
the government needs to create
better roads, amble water supply,
reliable electricity, better airport,
etc. Doing so will attract more
investors to come in and invest in
the Country creating more jobs,
therefore, helping the economy.
So to answer the first question,
honest leaders would find ways to
properly spend our money. It is
sad to say that Mary and Joe have
finally decided that they will end
the support in the next 17 years.

Now, it is my turn to ask you a
question. First, here is a hypotheti-
cal scenario to consider, Mr. Cor-
ruption was elected to office by
popular vote, after a while he
found out how to cheat the people
without them knowing it and he
became good at it. Many years

pass and Mr. Educated found out
about such activities. However, it
was too late because Mr. Corrup-
tion held a post where his control
was powerful and expansive. On
top of that, Mr. Corruption had
found out how to coerce and dupe
his strong supporter Mr. Unedu-
cated. Along with Mr. Family, Mr.
Corruption became untouchable
during election. So, in essence, if
Mr. Corruption truly exists, he
may be planning for his next ma-
neuver. My question is, if this
made-up individual(s) walks
among us, should we allow him to
get any hefty than he already has?
[ am only afraid that if we are to
let him continue, it will certainly
be an ok sign to those little Mr.
Corruptions that may be emerging
out of their own shells.

I guess the moral of the story is
that we cannot allow the continu-
ous abuse of our government be-
cause it is our only source of sur-
vival. The private sector alone
cannot improve the economy
without the support of the govern-
ment. Our aim during the 3 Eco-
nomic Summit points to high
growth development. I personally

believe that that is what the US
wanted to hear, because if we fail
they will say, you chose that path
and it is your fault that you failed.
I cannot stress enough how much
we need reform, personnel is only
a small factor in this process. The
objective of the government
should be placed on the private
sector development to boost the
economy. Our conservative way
of life is something that we all
value, but if we have to sacrifice a
few to retain this standard of liv-
ing, then do we have any other al-
ternative? It is true that if trans-
parency exists, the answer will be
right in front of us.

I wonder how our children will
describe of us when they come of
age and look back on the so many
wrongs committed against them,
and yet we fail to stand up for
them. Wise up.

Sincerely,

Mason Albert
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continued from page 12

cient sex education has been a di-
saster from the very beginning.
Sex education was introduced into
Swedish schools in 1956 promis-
ing to solve all problems of sexual
ignorance. By 1964 venereal dis-
ease had doubled and by 1992,
65% of all first born children were
illegitimate-an increase of 450%
sinee 1957.5 2

In Denmark, pornography was le-
galized in 1967 and sex education
was made compulsory in 1970.
Over the next 10 years, rape in-
creased 300%, venereal disease
for underlSs increased 400% and
abortions increased 500%. '

In Anaheim, Orange County, Cali-
fornia, the Sex Information and
Educational Council of the U.S.
(SIECUS) began teaching 9™
graders the fundamentals of sexual
relationships. By the time the girls
reached their senior year, 300, or
half the class, were pregnant.'!
Letter from Michael Treacy,
UPF, September 19, 2006, Page 2

Mr. Johnny Hebel and HIV/AIDS
Health employees point out that,
concerning condoms, ““...it merely
offers a life jacket to those already
swimming.” I would ask, “Who
pushed them into the water in the
first place?” We, as educators,
have a lot to answer for what we
have done — or failed to do.

Sex Education should be taught
alongside Character Education so
that values are instilled at the same
time that biological knowledge is
given. Unfortunately most of our
sex educators and Health Depart-
ment people are more comfortable
to just teach condom application.
Our teaching standards should be
higher than that. Even the Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC)
state on their fact sheet that, “The
surest way to avoid transmission
of sexually transmitted diseases is
to abstain from sexual intercourse,
or be in a long-term mutually mo-
nogamous relationship with a part-
ner who has been tested and you
know is uninfected.” 2

Aren’t we showing a careless atti-
tude when we just tell our kids to
wear condoms?

At a recent World Congress of
Sexology, a speaker asked the 800
sexologist present this question,
“If you had available the partner
of your dreams and knew the per-
son carried HIV, how many of you
would have sex depending on a

condom for protection?”” Not one
person raised their hand. The
speaker was irate and chastised
them saying, “It was irresponsible
to give advice to others that they
would not follow themselves.”"

Apart from the biological damage
(and death) that failed condoms
have caused, there is a greater
emotional risk that premature
sexual activity can cause. In a
study of “Teen Sex and Emotional
Risk for Girls,” researchers found
that there were big differences
between abstinent and non-absti-
nent girls. Non-virgin girls felt
twice as lonely, three times more
tense, five times more likely to do
self-harm and six times more
likely to commit suicide than their
virgin counterparts. '

In a similar study of behavior risks
for girls, it was found that non-vir-
gin (sexually active) girls were
five times more likely to be sus-
pended from school, six times
more likely to drink alcohol, seven
times more likely to smoke ciga-
rettes, nine times more likely to be
arrested by police, ten times more
likely to use marijuana and nearly
eighteen times more likely to run
away from home compared to
their virgin abstinent counterparts.
'3 Behavioral patterns for boys
were less extreme, but still wor-

rying.

Why are sex educators telling our
kids to lose their virginity and in-
dulge in any kind of filth that they
can imagine?

In an Australian sex education
manual, “Boys and Sex”, the class
was instructed on how to deceive
your parents, engage in premature
sex with girls, other boys and even
animals.'®

At another school at Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, staff from the Com-
munity Mental Health Service
(CMHS) taught students as young
as Seventh Grade about sexual
fantasies and included graphic
descriptions of masturbation, oral
sex and group sex. !’

Now the truth about the success
in Uganda through the major role
of the abstinence education and
faithlessness to one partner which
occurred over time through con-
vincing education programs:
When the program started in
Uganda in 1980, the number of
pregnant women infected with
HIV was 21.2%. By 2001 the
number was 6.2%. In Botswana,
where condoms were promoted as
the answer, their figure remained
at 38% of pregnant women with
HIV. ™ The miss-reporting of facts
by the liberal-leaning _Washing-

Enough
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of those practices? People do or
we wouldn’t have to worry about
whether or not condoms work.

I wouldn’t presume to know why
it is that some kids do and some
kids don’t have sex and by the way
the issue of condoms goes way
beyond teenagers. I know that as
a High School student the only
thing that kept me from sexual
activity despite my upbringing in
a pastor’s family was lack of op-
portunity and probably a little bit
of ugliness and bashfulness as
well. All that said I find the re-
search on high school non-virgins
discussed in today’s letter, to be
backwards. All of the behaviors
that were measured were risk be-
haviors in many different areas not
related to whether the subjects
were virgins or not. I would be
willing to risk an uneducated opin-
ion that the causative agent was
not the lack of virginity but that
the lack of virginity stemmed from
problems of wanting to belong, or
other deeper factors.

The issue of AIDS and condoms
is always discussed in statistical
terms. I found in college that any-
thing can be proved with research

statistics given the proper coeffi-
cient of correlation. What we’re
talking about in this discussion is
not condoms, abstinence or statis-
tics. We’re talking about people—
individuals; massive groups of in-
dividuals yes, but individuals, with
all of the complexities that make
us individuals. There is no one
solution that is going to solve the
problem of HIV/AIDS other than
avaccine. We’re all just too com-
plex.

I believe that sexual activity with
no condom offers 0% protection
while with a condom there is at
least some protection. It seems
that both sides want education.
Perhaps that education should not
assume that we all have the same
moral background. We just don’t.

I’m a southern boy by birth if not
by practice. When my brother and
I got in an argument my Mom used
to say, that we “looked like two
mules braying at each other across
a fence.” I’'m seeing that here.
The resolution of the debate be-
tween condoms and abstinence
will rage on and on but that de-
bate will no longer rage in this
paper. We’ll put it to bed for now
if you’ll pardon the pun.

Bill Jaynes

Managing Editor

ton Post, printed a very different
scenario. They said that condoms
saved the day (or the Nation). "

However, it was due to the ABC
model with emphasis on Absti-
nence and Faithfulness with one
partner which really made the
changes in Uganda.

Epidemiologist, Dr. Rand
Stoneburner who conducted a
USAID study, concluded that
Uganda’s success was based on
behavioral change in response to
the epidemic. * In particular, he
found that 89% of Ugandans had
changed their sexual behavior to
avoid AIDS. ?' It was discovered
that now 98% of Ugandan women
were reporting either abstinence or
no sex partner outside their regu-
lar partners.

Under Uganda’s ABC approach,
condoms were considered the last
option, aimed primarily at high
risk groups such as commercial
sex workers who were unlikely to
change their sexual behaviors, and
most of the population rejected the
condom option, as

Dr. Vinand Nanlulya, an infectious
disease advisor to President
Museveni said, “Ugandans never
really took to condoms.”

Even of the high risk groups, 91%
of condoms distributed went un-
used. %

We need to ask how effective
condoms really are in combating
epidemics like HIV/AIDS. A
UNAIDS report clearly stated,
“There are no definite examples
yet of generalized epidemics that
have been turned back by preven-
tive programs based primarily on
condom promotion. ** In countries
which have the highest levels of
condom availability — Zimbabwe,
Botswana, South Africa and
Kenya — they still have the high-
est HIV prevalence rates. 2

In conclusion, it is essential that
the principles of the ABC program
are in the right order: abstinence,
fidelity and condoms as a last re-
sort.

Dr. Anne Peterson, USAID direc-
tor of global health commented,
“Kids are willing and able to ab-
stain from sex.” She added,
“Condoms play a role. They are
better than nothing, but the core
of Uganda’s success story is a big
A, big B and a little C”. ¥ We
should then question why Global
Funds, like UNAIDS and WHO
(World Health Organization) con-

See “Reply” on the next page
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GuUEST VIEWPOINT

Facing the past, Embracing the Future

By DAISAKU IKEDA
Soka Gakkai International

To communicate the truths of his-
tory is an acto of hope for the fu-
ture. We thus owe it to the youthful
generations of th 21st century to
commuincate the hatred of war, the
commitment to peace, that was en-
graved in so many lives on Aug. 15,
1945.

A survey conducted in Japan last
year revealed disturbing realities: It
found that only 45 percent of Japa-
nese in their 20s -- and scant 26
percente in their teens -- could ac-
curately date the end of World War
II. And asked if the thought Japan
would go to war during their life-
times, 15 percent of those in their
20s responded “yes”. One in four
teenagers expects to experience
war.

These attitudes are not unrelated.
A healthy vision of the future is not
possible without an accurate knowl-
edge of the past.

Aug. 15, 1945, was the day of
Japan’s defeat in World War II. At
the same time for the peoples of
Asia, this was a day of liberation
from the cruel domination of Japa-
nese militarism. Many Japanese
citizens experienced a similar sense
of liberation. [ will never forget the
sight of my father, already in poor
health, listing the names of his four
drafted sons and murmuring, “Soon
they will be home.”

For Japanese people living today,
Aug. 15 should be a day of renew-
ing our vow to build enduring
peace; it should be a day of reaf-
firming our determination to con-
tribute to the stability and prosper-
ity of Asia.

The misery inflicted by Japanese
militarism on the people of Asia is
too vast and eept ever to be fully
atoned for. Japan must demon-
strate, with clear words and earnest
actions, the commitment never to
repeat the errors of the past. And it
must do so in a way that earns the
heartfelt trust of the people of Asia.

To make a sincere accounting of
historical realities and reflect on
past misdeeds is hardly “masochis-
tic” or self-denigrating. Itis, rather,
a courageous and honorable act.

Japan’s war-renouncing Constitu-
tion and policy of not possessing
nuclear arms are essential condi-
tions for gaining the trust of our fel-
low Asians. The loss of either of
these conditions will increase re-
gional instability and undermine
Japan’s security.

The benefits Japan has received
from Asia are immeasurable. Wet-
rice culture, the Chinese writing
system, construction and engineer-
ing technology, medical treatment
and pharmacology, and systems of
thought and religious belief--these
are just a few of the cultural riches
that have reached Japan from Asia,
in particular from our neighbors in
China, and the Korean Peninsula.

Nor is this debt limited to objects
or ideas. Since ancient times,
people from throughout Asia have
brought to Japan their talents,
knowledge and energy, helping to
lay the basis for Japan’s existence
as a country. It is crucial that we
remain cognizant, from a larger his-
torical perspective, of these pro-
found and ancient connections with
the countries of Asia, to who we
owe an immense cultural debt.

In recent years the idea of an East
Asian Communit has been gaining
momentum. Last year, for example,
th first East Asian Summit was held
in Kuala Lumpur. Among the im-
portant outcomes was agreement to
continue dialogue at the highest lev-
els toward the eventual creation of
an East Asian Community.

There are a number of cross-bor-
der “human security” issues -- eco-
logical integrity to energy issues and
the spread of infectious disease -
that urgently require region-wide
cooperation. Tackling such prob-
lems can provide concrete oppor-
tunities for building collaborative
relations in the region.

A sense of a common civilization
provided a basis for the initial stages
of European integration. Asia is
richly diverse in its cultural and re-
ligious traditions, as well as
politiocal systems. But there is
withing the region, I believe, a
shared spiritual heritage that values
harmony between humans and be-
tween humanity and nature that sees
personal identity as most fully re-
alized through our familiarity and
engagement with others. This ethos
gives precedence to cooperation
over rivalry, unity over fragmenta-
tion, the pluralistic “we” over the
isolated “T”.

To foster recognition of our shared
past, efforts have been made to
write textbooks to be used for the
teaching of history throughout Asia.
These efforts have bogged down,
hindered by nationalist sentiments
in different countries, but they
should not be abandoned. Here also
we can learn from the examply of a
recently launched joint French-Ger-
man textbook for the teaching of
modern history, a project first pro-

REPLY
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tinue to devote much of its re-
sources to the least affective
means of combating HIV/AIDS —
Condoms.

Another troubling fact is that the
average Global Fund employee’s
salary is $174,603 (a sum greater
than the salaries of most heads of
state).?

After working hard to solve
Uganda’s tragic situation, Presi-
dent Museveni said, “We made it
our highest priority to convince
our people to return to their tradi-

tional values of chastity and faith-
fulness and failing that, to use
condoms. The alternative was
decimation.” %

The evidence cited above is an in-
dictment on the false hope and
limited protection of condoms that
some would have us believe to be
a sufficient safeguard. It is also
true that condoms don’t protect the
heart. Certain emotional damage
is inevitable when we adopt that
lifestyle. Regret may come years
later.

We should all feel responsible for
the wholesome development of
our youth who will be the parents

and leaders of tomorrow.

Let us learn from the mistakes of
the past and work together to guar-
antee them a safer, happier and
more peaceful world for the future.

Michael Treacy
Universal Peace Federation
(320 3201)

Editor’s note: Mr. Treacy sup-
plied all of the footnotes listed in
his reply. We didn’t have room
to print them. If you are inter-
ested in a copy please email us at
kpress@mail.fin and we will send

you a copy.

posed by the European Youth Par-
liament.

Such efforts can encourage aware-
ness that transcends the limitations
of inidividual states. States chane
and are transformed by the rushing
currents of history. What is con-
stant is the people - human beings
and humanity.

If we review history in bird’s-eye
perspective, it is clear that it is al-
ways authoritarian leaders, and the
forces that fan the flames of con-
flict for their own gain, who start
wars. And itis always ordinary citi-
zens who pay the price. This is why
we need to transcend the confron-
tations of “our country” versus
“theirs,” creating a global people’s
solidarity that confronts and chal-
lenges the demonic abuse of author-
ity wherever it occurs.

Asia has the potential to demon-
strate a model for shifting from a
system centered on national inter-
est to one centered on people’s in-
terests.

It is crucial to build a sold, multi-
layered fabric of friendship and
trust, fimly connecting the hearts of
ordinary people. Especially vital
are exchanges between the young
people who wil carry the challenges
of the future. The solidarity of the
youthful citizens of Asia - of world
citizens - is our most certain bul-
wark against war.

When human beings live together,
conflict is inevitable. War is not.
The idea that “we are in conflict”
can be reinterpreted to mean “we
share a problem.” A shared prob-
lem can best be met and resolved
through shared efforts. Rather than
facing off in confrontation, we
should together turn to face our
common future, united in a shared
commitment ot the welfare of the
young.

While our language, culture, ethnic
and religious heritages may differ,
the future we must share - the fu-
ture of the young people of each
society - is one and the same.
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What is the Solution to the Persistent
Organic Pollutants Problem?

The problem is a big one and ev-
eryone has a chance to help. Even
small efforts at the individual
level are valuable and added to-
gether can result in major contri-
butions. Inthe FSM, we are lucky
that some of the Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs) chemicals have
never been brought here intention-
ally, but we are also unlucky in that
a relatively small hazardous sub-
stance “spill” can cause substan-
tial damage to our fragile island
environments. The bottom line is
that we must all do our part.

At the global level, all nations
need to ratify and follow the
Stockholm Convention’s regula-
tions and guidelines. Itis our best
opportunity to reduce the harm to
the environment, the earth’s wild-
life, and to the human inhabitants
of the planet. POPs contamina-
tion and exposure do not stop at

the border, they do not stay put in
one place. Consensus is essential
for a international agreement af-
fecting the entire world. The Con-
vention is a case of everyone ben-
efiting if everyone participates,
and of everyone losing if only a
few do not join in and cooperate.

At the regional level, nations and
international organizations must
follow the prescribed actions and
recommendations of the
Stockholm Convention. Produc-
tion of all POPs must be stopped
as soon as possible, and research
in the development of safe alter-
natives must be supported. Coun-
tries must stop the import of POPs,
and the use of POPs as soon as
possible. Governments must
adopt regulations that control the
activities, such as incineration and
the manufacturing of products that
produce POPs as an unintentional
byproduct. Citizens should lobby
their governments to ratify and
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adhere to the provisions of the
Stockholm Convention.

At the state and national levels,
environmentally “friendly” legis-
lation needs to be established. The
importation and use of POPs con-
taining substances must be strictly
controlled until total elimination
is achieved. Governments should
encourage and provide legislative
support to waste reduction strate-
gies, proper waste management
procedures, hazardous substance
registration, and regulations that
ensure that the general public is
well informed and aware of the
safe storage, use, and disposal of
all potentially dangerous sub-
stances.

In the island neighborhoods, com-
munity level programs that reduce
the waste stream need to be de-
veloped, such as the recycling of
plastics, metals, glass, and paper.
Stores should encourage custom-
ers to reuse shopping bags, not to
use plastic bags, and decrease the
ordering of products with unnec-
essary, excess packaging. Laws
restricting the use of POPs chemi-
cals need to be strictly enforced,
and the provision of safe alterna-
tive products encouraged. Infor-
mation must be made available to

residents about how to recognize
potential POPs hazards, and assis-
tance provided on how to properly
dispose of materials containing, or
contaminated with, POPs chemi-
cals.

At home, members of the family
should reduce, reuse, and recycle
as much as possible. Purchase
products that are made with re-
cycled materials, and that are not
disposable. Don’t trade conve-
nience for an environment pol-
luted with POPs. For example,
matches are less harmful to the
environment than lighters. Ve-
hicles that are serviced regularly
and tuned up properly produce
less POPs emissions. Do not burn
rubbish, garbage or other trash at
your residence. Make sure that
cooking fires are supplied with
plenty of oxygen and use clean
fuel at all times. Do not use plas-
tics or other POPs containing sub-
stances to start your fire. If pos-
sible, locate cooking locations
downwind of the places where
people live and sleep. And last,
but very important, keep alert to
any potential sources of POPs in
your village or town. Report them
to the Police, the Environmental
Protection Agency, or the Health
Department.

Clean Up the World

The fourth graders of Ohmine Elementary were only some of the partici-
pants as the Pohnpei “Clean Up the World”came to close at a special
celebration held at the PICS High School Track. “Clean Up the World” is a
community based environmental program based in Sydney, Australia that
inspires and empowers individuals and communities from every corner of
the globe to clean up, fix up and conserve their environment. The program
was begun in 1993 in Australia and has spread throughout the world.
Dignitaries from the Australian Embassy and Pohnpei State Government
were on hand to speak to the small crowd gathered on the track.
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HOME * AUTO « TRAVEL
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MYlAN'S msunuc:

HOME OF THE GOOD GUYS & GALS

hopel FM 945041 « [691)3 #*Fax
o, Yap Skt FM 96943 ¢ (691] 3503842 ¢ Fe
www.maylansinsurance.com

NAMIKI RESTAURANT

~ Tel: (691) 320-2403/4829 ~

VO MONDAY-SATURDAY:
w 6:00am-9:00pm
OPEN Sundays CLOSED!
vv
Featuring: &‘%

® Great Food %
® Expanded Menu

® Cool, comfortable seaﬁng
®Fast, friendly sewrvice
® Private Dining Room
®Now Offering Dinner

COMMUNITY BULLETIN

Pohnpei Lions Club meets monthly every 4th Tuesday at

Namiki 2nd Floor Restaurant at 6:30pm. Public Welcome.
Y
The Christian Ministerial Association of Pohnpei State
meets the third Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
in Cantor Hall at the Roman Catholic vicariate office.
Y
FSM Veterans Association meets the first Friday of every
month at 6pm at the The Rusty Anchor.
Sém
Devotions every Sunday 9:30 a.m. at the Baha’i Center in
Dolonier. For details, call 320-2182.

G
Habitat for Humanity Pohnpei holds their meeting every
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Sei Restau-

rant.

Eride
Soccer practice/games at PICS field Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday 5:30p.m. Everyone welcome.

Hére
The Rotary Club of Pohnpei holds its wcckly mcctingSThurSdays at
12:15p.m at PCR/Nantehlik.
Hére

St John’s Catholic Church in Kosrae conducts services every Sunday
at 9:30a.m. For further information, call 370-3240 or 370-3209.

The Community Bulletin is a free message
board exclusive to announcements. To post
%zyour announcements to The Kaselehlie Press
fax to: (691) 320-6571

phone to: (691) 320-6547
email to: kpress@mail.fm

P.O.Box 2222
Pohnpei, FM 96941

ANOTHER CLASSIC
LIMERICK BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TRASHBUSTERS

There was a volcano near tears,
and time only increased his fears.
It made him feel sad

that he hadn't had
a decent eruption in years.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION

SERVICE IN KOLONIA, U, NETT, & SOKEHS

PLEASE HELP KEEP POHNPEI ISLAND
CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL

CALL ® 320-3868 or 320-5058
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CONSERVATION CORNER
Avifauna of Pohnpei

Two bird surveys were done and completed in Pohnpei, which showed that most of the populations of Pohnpei’s bird were reduced by 60%
between 1981 and 1993. The past two surveys suggested that there are potentially disastrous downward trends in bird populations over the long-
term. It would be difficult to notice such a slow decline without surveys, and there is the potential that the decline has continued. Therefore, CSP
is working hard to implement a third bird survey with assistance from USFWS, Dylan Kessler, a professor at Virginia Polytechnic University and
other partners who had done tremendous work in such field both locally and internationally. This third survey should provide information about
whether populations have continued to shrink. In additional, it would be useful in identifying WHY populations have changed. This information
would certainly be more useful to directing future conservation efforts than simply knowing that there are fewer birds.

The graph shows how many bird species are there in Pohnpei, how many can be found in Pohnpei, how many are brought in, how many are
on the brink of extinction, unknown and how many are classified extinct under [IUCN an international organization who monitors species
through out the world. For further questions, you can contact CSP at 320-5409.

THE AVIFAUNA OF POHNPEI

species endemic conlssrcv:,tlon Introduced endangered unknown Possibly Extinct
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$SPORTS
Rahn en Mwei Mwahu Little League Champs

By LESTLYASHBY

Kolonia- On Sept. 10, 2006 in front of a
packed and cheering crowd the Rahn en Mwei
Mwabhu Little League Baseball Championship
was crowned with the TRITONS from
Mwokilloa edging the Diamondbacks from
Lepin Sed, Madolenihmw in an 8 inning
thriller with a score of 7-6. The day-capper
saw two teams from Kolonia Town vying for
the bronze medal game with the SCREAMNG
EAGLES SCORING 18 runs to defeat the
NIGHTHAWKS with 11 runs. Rounding out
the league results is the youthful POSIEDON
who went winless in league play.

Organizers of the league would like to
thank all who have contributed to making this
league a success, most especially our spon-
sors, the LEO ETSCHEIT FOUNDATION,
The FSM NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMIT-
TEE who donated the trophies & medals,
WESTERN UNION for the complimentary
gift bags and Mr. Willy Hawley for the lease
of baseball gear. Championship winners, the Titons celebrate victory

PCT: PLAY-OFF RESULTS:

RANK TEAM NAME
LEPIN SED DIAMONDBACKS 20 SCREAMING EAGLES 10

&
B
(@]
192]
72]
)]
lov}

1 TRITONS 4 0 - T

2 LEPINSED DIAMONDBACKS 3 1 1 750 ONS 12 NIGHTHAWKS 9
CHAMPIONSHIPS ROUND

3, SCREAMING EAGLES 2 2 2 500

4 NIGHTHAWKS 1 3 3 gy SBUPLACEGAME

s FORLENG 5 4 ‘o9 SCREAMING EAGLES 18 NIGHTHAWKS 11

. . CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
TRITONS 7 LEPINSED DIAMONDBACKS 6

Half Day Tourney was a Blast

By ZAC and ANDREW JACKSON-CALWAY
Pohnpei Fishing Club

On Saturday, September 9, 2006 the Pohnpei Fishing Club held a
successful half day jackpot tournament with 8 boats participating.
The idea for the tournament was to encourage more ladies, juniors
and anglers to participate who did not wish to spend their whole
day out on the water fishing.

The total boat weight prize worth $70 was won by “Boat” with
159 Ibs of fish. “Rosie II” took the second place prize of $30.00.
The biggest fish for the day was a 581b Yellowfin caught by Alex
Tretnoff. Second prize went to Mary Tretnoff with a 31.51b yel-
low fin. Mary was also awarded lady angler with her 211b Wahoo.
Nihda Weilbacher took second place in the ladies division with
her 16.51b skipjack tuna. Rebecca Jackson-Calway fishing in her
first tournament, caught a (whopping) 61b Barracuda to take first
place junior angler and Sophie Finnen came a close second with
her 5.51b Barracuda.

Photo by Bill Jaynes

Over 50 anglers and spectators then enjoyed a delicious barbecue
lunch provided by the Rusty Anchor and a few fun hours enjoying Weighmaster Paul Thomas weighs in a nice yellow fin
the Pohnpei sunshine by the water’s edge.

Another Kalahngan goes to the boys from “Hawaii Goes Fishing”
The one that didn’t get away prize went to Konrad Englberger who who shot some great footage at both the weigh in and around Pohnpei.
reeled in a lovely 111b yellow fin head, no points for that one matey.
Better bulk up on bananas Konrad to reel in the fish quicker. The next tournament will be held on Saturday, October 21, 2006 with
registration at PCR Restaurant on Friday, October 20, 2006 at 5.30
The Pohnpei Fishing Club would like to thank the Rusty Anchor for pm until 7.00 pm.
providing both the weigh in venue and the great lunch we all en-
joyed. Don’t forget the Catch 8 Tournament on November 18, 2006.



