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Document 1940C

Guam—Before December, 1941

Source: Article by Captain Lucius W. Johnson (M.C.), U.S. Navy, in U.S. NavalInstituteProceed
ings, July 1942.

Note: Captain Johnson, M.D., servedin Guam as a Medical Officer.

[Attached]
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GUAM—BEFORE DECEMBER, 1941

By CAPTAIN LUCIUS W. JOHNSON (M.C.), U. S. Navy

My father, she say you having

too many good-morning flowers

on your house."

The words might have been taken as

implying criticism, but the smiling face of

the plump, brown-skinned girl who stood

barefooted in the dusty road below re

flected only the warm-hearted friendliness

that was so much a part of Guam's people.

While they knew that all the Americanos

were crazy, that their every act was based

on ideas and logic that no sane person

could comprehend, the Chamorros never

failed to show a kindly courtesy toward

us. Their generous tolerance and compli

ance with our orders, which they knew to

be the effluvia of unsound minds, showed a

most complaisant nature.

It was morning, after our first night in

the solid mahogany house that friends

had reserved for us in Aga^nk. My wife and

I had been much disturbed by bleating of

goats and squealing of pigs, as the yipping

dogs chased them beneath our house. Be

fore daybreak we had been finally awak

ened by shrill cries of, "Hey! So-o-os!

Hey! So-o-os." Did they call the pig by

his Latin name? We wondered. But we

soon came to realize that this was the

correct Spanish pronunciation of Jesus,

which seemed to be the commonest name
for boys.

Somewhat later, gentle scratching of a

discreet fingernail on our bedroom door

warned us that it was time to arise. The
ntual of the bath and toilet posed many

problems which were matters of some

embarrassment to Margaret and me, but
aroused the liveliest interest in Cristopolo,

our Filipino cook, Vicente, the Chamorro
house hnv anH MiVnlnsa^ flip little mairl.,

The facilities were located in a corner of

the kitchen, separated from the culinary

activities only by a low partition. This

closure offered incomplete protection from

curious eyes, and no damping of sound

effects. When either of us entered this

secluded area the servants watched and

listened with rapt attention. One's prog

ress was closely followed by the audience,

which expressed its interest by shrill giggles,

quick discussions in hissing whispers, and

laughingly shouted reports to people in

the road below or in the neighboring

houses. They gave most generously of

their attention to every detail of our lives.

Breakfast soon followed. There were

green oranges with pebbled skins, pink

flesh and an exquisitely sweet flavor. There

was also the shaddock, the dry, woody

progenitor of the grapefruit, named for

the English naval officer who first intro

duced it to civilization. There was coffee

with aroma of such elegance as we had

never before known. Vicente, at daybreak

each morning, ran two miles up in the hills

to Sinajana where the best coffee grew, and

picked the choicest berries for our table>

Under the house he roasted, hulled, and

ground them. Within two hours after it

was picked the coffee was served to us with

every fugacious flavor, every volatile

aromatic substance intact.

After breakfast we strolled out to the

gallery, which was laced with a gaudy

yellow convolvulus, to examine our new

cosmos, so different from the official circles

of Washington, whence we had come. It

was then that Ana looked up and voiced

the polite comment on our morning-glories.

She lived in the whitewashed, tile-roofed

next door, the one with the 2-foot
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ston ,valls and the bird-cage windows.

Margaret invited her to come up and, from

then on, we never lacked an interpreter to

tell us of the people, their ideas, their

beliefs, and their customs.

It was Ana who told us the legends of

the anitae, the taotaomona and the tao-

taojalumtano^ a confused group of spirits,

some of them persisting from the ancient

folklore of the Micronesians, others bud

ding from the new religion that the Span

iards brought in the seventeenth century.

Apparently these were not kindly spirits,

for Ana described all of them as fearful and

awe-inspiring.

In Guam, as in other primitive lands

where we have lived, we were most im

pressed with the weaknesses and limita

tions of these spirits that, to the natives,

appeared omnipotent. For instance, every

woman carried an umbrella when she went

out on moonlit nights. As she passed under

the banyan tree she never failed to raise

the umbrella and hold it over her. This

simple device completely thwarted the tao

taomona which lurked in the banyan, for

the evil one could reach straight down and

possess itself of one's soul, but it could not

reach down and under the umbrella.

We asked Ana why these fearsome

spirits never bothered the white people,

and her explanation of that was perfect:

"You no believing in taotaomona, she no

can hurting you." Then we inquired why,

if simple disbelief gave complete im

munity, she didn't forget and ignore them,

so that they couldn't hurt her. She held

up her hands in wide-eyed terror and

gasped at the thought. She must believe

in them, she told us, because all through

her life she had been taught about them.

She had even seen one staring out at her

one moonlight night from behind a banyan

tree, like a huge dog, with glowing eyes as

large as saucers. She had quickly put up

her umbrella and gotten safely away. Here

was the whole idea of fear and courage in

a nutshell. If you didn't believe in dangers

they couldn't hurt you. But if your were

taught about them from infancy, you must

believe in them and be dominated by

them.

We observed similar limitations of the

loup-garou or werewolf in Haiti. As we

Teturned from a 3-day trip to the top of

Morne La Selle, the highest peak, we

stopped to talk with a native man at his

mountain home. When we commented_or//C,

his(caille "having but a singleismail window^

he said that, when sunset came, he went

inside, shut the door and window, and

didn't want even to know what the loup-

garou was doing outside. Then we called

attention to the hole left for the dog and

cat, and asked if the werewolf couldn't get

through. So he showed us how, with a little

corn meal sprinkled in a semicircle before

the hole and just the right words of incan

tation, the evil spirits could be effectually

barred. It is just these little weaknesses of

the powers of evil that encourage the

human race to carry on.

This pleasant tropical isle dropped like

a pearl from a broken string into Uncle

Sam's hand as he reached for the Philip

pines. Why the string was broken, and

how it was that he got only the one pearl is

a curious story.

After Admiral Dewey's victory at

Manila it became necessary to send troops

to complete the occupation of the islands.

So unprepared was our country for the

surprising victory that it required more

than three weeks to muster enough volun

teers for the transports that sailed from

San Francisco on May 25. The three ships,

with about 2,500 officers and men, were

joined at Honolulu by a cruiser, the U.S.S.

Charleston, Captain Henry Glass. From

there they put to sea on the fourth of

June, and Captain Glass opened his sealed
orders. They directed him to "stop at the

Spanish island of Guam . . . capture the

port of Guam . . ." on his way to report

to Admiral Dewey at Manila.

Guam is the largest of the Marianas






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































